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A Critical Assessment of the Preventing Sexual Violence Initiative

International Humanitarian Law

(governs participants actions during armed conflict)

1949 — Geneva Conventions
* Saw rape in war as a crime of honour and dignity, against the
community; the cases of CRSV during WWII were largely ignored in
court proceedings.

1990s — Ad Hoc Tribunals & the Int’l Criminal Court
* Saw the transition to viewing CRSV as a crime of violence, against
an individual; an act for which people shall be prosecuted.

CRSV can now be considered as a war crime, a crime against
humanity, and a tool of genocide.

The Preventing Sexual Violence Initiative

* Put forth by Foreign Secretary William Hague and UN Special Envoy
Angelina Jolie in May 2012.

"The aim of the PSVI is the eradication of rape as a weapon
of war, through a global campaign to end impunity for
perpetrators, to deter and prevent sexual violence, to Picture References
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