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IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF PHYLLIS...

“All photographs are memento mori.”

“A device is available to record what is disappearing.”

(Susan Sontag, 1977 )

Between April and December 2017, a team of 71 photographers took 863 

photographs of Birmingham. The locations for these photographs were 

determined by the places that Phyllis Nicklin photographed between 1953 

and 1969.

As a Geographer, Phyllis Nicklin was acutely sensitive to the Birmingham 

environment. Her photographs tell us that change was the key to where she 

went: places that were changing, that had recently changed and those that 

she knew were about to change.

Around half a century on, the Birmingham Photographic Grid Project paid 

homage to this amazing woman’s work. It had been a decade since the 

first Birmingham Grid Project. Previously we had used maps to determine 

arbitrary locations for photographs: this time we decided to follow in her 

footsteps.

This book is a catalogue or index of the work produced and displayed online. 

Each of Nicklin’s photographs is paired with the version taken in 2017.  The 

Nicklin photographs were sourced from the University of Birmingham’s 

ePapers Repository although not every photograph in that collection is 

represented here. Some were taken outside of Birmingham and were 

therefore omitted, while others were unvisited by the team. 

The original pictures are mostly unretouched, with just obtrusive damage to a 

few slides having been removed. For economy of layout, horizontal pictures 

are grouped together, followed by vertical format.

Dave Allen 2018
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