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LITRODUCTTON

This repori wos a response to a request from national CID for = study
of 'the mediz coverage of CHD at the present time'. In the origingl
reques., Alison Uhyle, press/publications officer of O, drewr oo
attention to the national demonstration of 2L October 1301 as & focus
cof press interest.’ As the rally was, indeed, a salie~% evex: iz ihe
recent history of (D, we decided to concentrate pricerily oo the nedia
coverage surrounding the actual event itself. We aimed a* an excensive
review of different media over 2 relstively short period orf tine,
notably the days preceding and following the demonstration. Tae reguest
reached us at the deginning of the academic session 1581-02 whan the
Hedia Sub=Group of the Centre was meeting to decide on an initial
focus for the year!s worl:. The whole gt*mapa was invelved in the collection
of the material and the initial analysis. The writing group, Lowever,
congisted of si:uesrbergj. four of whon were new to the oroup at the
beginning of the year. We consciously used the project, afte- discussion
with QD, as a uary into the practices of media analysis.

The final drafi of the report was completed in April 19C2 and sent %o
national CIID. The present version is unrevised, except %o correct some
errors. Iul we Love added an fifterword, the main purpose of wixch is
to consider some aspects of the subsequent history of npediz coverage of
Q. The Falkland Crisis, the national demonstration of & une 02, ithe
conti:uo, often explosive growth of CHD local groups and activilies,
the battles over the Peace Camps, and the increasing coverpge in the pedia
especially oculside the 'mainstresm! of T.V. and press :ews aiid current
affairs) made some comment on subsequent evenis essential. Ou- coverage
for the Afterword was fecessary more haphazerd and patchy ilem= that for-
the main study; =t we were seelkiing, mainly, to review cimila~ theres
OVer a much longer period, so see whether (and how) they nad cianged.

In the rest of this introduction we concentrate on sketching =-. e
features of tle materialgs and methods of the main study. Dt it is wortn
adding one furtler preliminary point. This study was neve- intended
Primarily as = contribution to the acadenmic debate abou® le edia,

For this purpose, for example, we are iradequately explici: abou: ile
Jources of our owm theories. Nor G2 we discuss, with a3y elaboration, the
state of the field of media studies in general. We 8o have views on
this, but they recain, largely implicit. We worked, instecd, unde-
different 'disciplines': the attenpt to be useful {zra coprelensgible)

to a politically~involvea but not necessarily academic reacdersiip, the
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need to sy something of value tc a campaigning organisaticn, aséd, aiso,
the needs of coll_ctive research and writing as an edvcation for ile
Latterly, we have considered prepari:f a core
1t we have

participants thenselves.
academic version ing, for example, an expanded book fortm.
rejected this, for the moment, in the interesis of malting ihe substantive

arzlysis more available, and available sooner.

3.

Materials

Our survey covered the following materials:

1. All national daily Newspapers, friday Z3 October to Tuesday
27 Octoder.

© 2. All Sunday national newspapers, Sunday 25 O 1her.

3. All BOC and ITH newscasts (TV) on Saturday 24 Ociober, together
witl selscted items of news and cusrent affairs prograrmes froa'
Friday, Sunday and Honday (eg. the Broncwsic lecture: the Horld
in fction prograrme on E.P. Thompson),

4. The following radio coverage: all newscasts o= Dadigs l.2a& bk
el Saturday 2L October and a sele~>’rn of Bewszasts and prograrmes
mﬂnﬂmlmzm&mdagnmﬂnnﬂaw I5C World Cervice, news
and current affairs programmes on the Saturd-v ang Sudayy oa
selection pf local radio programmes frco Ionfan: I3C snd BEC
Radio on the Saturday and Sunday; a selccticn of local Vest
Midlands radio programmes from BRIMB, Radio BEirminghan, Beacon
Radio,

5. The provincial press in Birmingham and I.eiaesi:e:é oz the Saturday
and londay.

€. The Music ody i Dress,Sounds,

'Preaa[l‘hl Meker, New Musical Ernress,Sounds

Record lirror) in the week before - after ths geoonstration, -

7. The London 'Alternative! Magazines (Tize Ovt, City idnits ang Event)

o

e.
The Left and Feminist Press (Socialis: Yozfer, Scoialist Challenge,
Labour Herald, Iribune, Big Flame, Laveller, Spare Rib and

Uonen's Voice).
He in g i
sought, shorty to cover the mainstresm media quite extensively,

:t added several items (eg. 6,7 & 8) because we were especially interested
what has often been identified as CliD's 'new! areas cf =upport,

w the young. We paid rather more attention to radioc than ig

Common in much conlenporary media research, which tends to siress,

:':‘MPB exaggerate, the peculiar force of television. Tikc won relates

@ :;:i::? of the importance of the conditions of 'rzadership!

bDiguity and accessibility of radio especially in ¢
daytime ad at the weekend and especially in the courze of domestic labour)
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Ve might add that the tendency to concentrate on mainstrean media (BBC
TV, ITV and the daily national press) and especially on tlhe popular
press, nay lead to an overestination of the conservatis— of the nedia

as a wiole. This, in turn, may have considerable implications for CHD.
Any movement wiwich attempts te create a mass basis or is popular, demo—~
cratic and cepaigning in form must depend heavily on the media of public
commmication, This is especially the case of 2 movemen: thai also
depends oa the ways in which events on a world canvass are _o-i-=yel,
events often far remwoved from the ordinary experience of participants.
Bevelations about geo-military politics and strategies and the public
thinking (and indiscretions) of high-ranking politicians and nmilitarr
men, amplified and framed by the public media, must play a2 o=jor pe—t

in the political dynamics of such a movement. CiD and similar novenents,
therefore, bave a particularly important stake ia the processes of public
commmnication.

CQD's current concern with the media is therefore easy to appreciate. It
is impertant, however, to specify the problem further: which: nedia in
relation to wiich avdiences? The marked development of sub-culiural and
counter—culturel forms in our society, the existence of media aimed ot
perticular avdiences {eo. magazines niﬁed at youth or uunenﬁ or those
interested ir counter-culturzl movenents) have added fresh MTJ

to study of 'the nedia' and an assessment of their social influence.

Approacies: Media Bias?

We were given litile guidance about the procise gquestions in wihich OB was
interested. This is perhaps one index of the relatively tentative and novel
nature of these questians for the organisation itself. One reasonable
expectaticn of ithe .l.u'ga.n.i.satiun, however, was that we {and other researchers
approached) would make some kind of assessment of whether ihe media,

at the present time, present an unfavourable or favourable view of a
rapidly e¥panding movement. In particular (since this is a cormon

framework: for politically radical media analysis) QD might 'wis: %o be

able to assess the "biases' and 'distortioens' in media coverage of CHD

activities and key events in its field of activity. Ue see ohe part of
our brief to male =n assessment of the 'favourable!J)'infavourable!

aspects of cedia coverage. But this is by no means the most important part
of our report. In particular wa.hammt tced the wodel of Hiases and
distortions, ercep: insofar as we atteopt to identify, iz the early

paris of this repori, some of the grosser absences, suppressions and forms
of selective reporting characteristic, in particular, of iix conservative
popular press. 1y, then, have we tended to avoid the straichtfoma-d

3.

jdentificaticn of media bias?

1. The firs: reason concerns sone broad questions s-oul we=ys we cone to
have knowledge abdout the real world. HModels of bias or distor tion rest
upon the ssmwption that it is possible to discover ané Ic presernt ocome
relativeiy unproblematic truths about a social phenosenor, e media
tre-at._an_:jt cc— then be judged against this ideal porizeyal. The
difficultiy herc is that there is no view of any evert wiich does nol depend
upcn o Iremework of mm:ing.ﬁr_.. and values. It is sirpiy oot pogaille io
construct == objective picture aga:i.né.t which to gauge édigico—tions. This

- gan be readily appreciated, we thiﬁk, if we consider whst =z oljective

er fully =deguate account of the CHD ra.l_l}r would logk 1ike, I world have

to ecbrace ithe complex social mvenent that is CHD, ac well as a particylar
set of evenls carrying their own ::aeanlnnﬂ for participents {the lnlly of 24
'Dc’i'.ﬂbaz‘}, end the mltlphmty of representat:.ms of tiepe in tihe Dedia.

It woulf meed to encompass not mereljr scre factual ==d explisnstory narrative
of everts {itself a form of r:.nnstructxon of reality, the talien-for-crantedness
of which iz increesingly questlcmed} btut also some reconsiruction of the
muanin;s of iie event for different groups of partic":a:‘us i obhoervers.

Y

These are in nc sense sirply given by the E"'Eﬂf- itpelf, bl sxe actively

- constructed and, in fact, fought 4:|'||fter.r It is not poseille tc stanéd oulside

“this m;::;:ef:ition of 'theories', this struggle over social definilions. Any

account ig in fact zn intervention in such a conflict.

It is izportant to add that we don't doubt that the;;é are {co=plex) truths
to be discovered about any historical event or process. I%rs correcily,

: perhapa, ;.fe cerr znd should argue that sone accounis s—e nore adequate to the
real processes than others. In other words, we do oot accept thsi 211
viewpoints are equally velid and are merely a matter of opinicn. Good reasons
can e given for preferring one account to cthers, ul tie consgtruciion of
more asdegiate accounts is no easy matter and we carmoi anmre tlhere are

.mmpla erpirical touchstones. Actual participsticn iz the evenis thep-
selves does not necessarily provide, for example, a privileged viewpoint -
as some of us who attended the rally (and arrived too lafe for the cpeechesh)
cen testify. Toe unproblematic appezl to experience mey asoume the force
of practical cogmss, and is thus an unrelisble measure of distortion. Such
dogmes =y “eco—e a problem when we need to assess the resl force of views

other than cur own, including their 'popularity'.
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6 3. Media Production and Professionaliss
There is 2 third difficulty of forms of analysis which stay ceinly at the

2. Media Accounts and Audiences : :
level of 'texts'. They do not tell us cuch about ihe conditions under

- ; ies conce i iable 'reach' of certain . o 4 ’
The second set of diff:cuitl;: i e ] which mediz texts are produced. The social organisation of media poo-
gk shou reaé izto them. It
kinds of research - * and 14-mot be i e — duction, the practices of production, the professional ideoclogies {eg.

be possiile to demonstrate certain kinds of 'bias' in media texis, in the

g what counis a3 news) and conscious intentions of jourmalisls, editors
progremmes or reports themselves. In fact there iz row a vhole range of quite

A ; Sifpamiit 3 | and media managers (eg. Kumar in Curran et al., 1977), the relaitons
sophisticated methods (not all compatible with each other) through Wlch ' through which the tendential meanings of texts are produced are only
to examine the particular ways in which the pedia 'consiruct! our social partially visible even when production is an emphesis in such = study. Yet
the absence of this perspective and of appropriate orpirical studies

world. We h=ve drawn on some of these in our own 'readings' of the coverage.

But it is now increasingly recognised by media analysts that suck readings 1‘ constitutes a wealmess in any critical enterprise. /At the vesry least it

can only vield a view of tendencies (eg. Morley, 1980). The most advanced provides grounds for the rejection of criticism by tie media professionals

and appropriate forms of media analysis attempt to establish the tgominant ! R R R i R ST e e e Sy e L A
or ‘preferred! reading of a particular text, the set of meanlzngs (or some located ir academic institutions) of ignorance of the practical eonstrainta

of them) which it carries in its very structure, the wey it positions us of their practice. Often such responses are connected to cuesfions of 'audience',

b 5 |

. as ‘readers', the logie or tendency of its account (eg. Hall et al., 1980).
But they alsc recognise that stueh texis are always readaole in other ways.
In other words, a report of any sort is open to verious izterpretotions by |

as when journalists complain, with a somewhat unreflective common sense of
their own, that they are only giving the public what the public wishes to
see! Any adequate response to this line of argument requires that we
understend something of the real conditions under wiich journalists operate

and the real constraints on their freedonm.

its different readers. It cannot force or impose onme meanting upes thenm.
The very process of reading and understanding involves taking in represen-
tations of the world, and in this process we both ciange tl:ie meaning of what

% " 3 i3 &1 chian Our = % =
we read in relation to what we already know and belicve, ar s0 ge It is not possible, in a project of this modest scope, to cover zll tae

aspects indicated above, from prodmction to text to socially-locasted
which orgenise beliefs and knowledge can be called 'discourses'. Fadings.

beliefs =nd knowledge in response to what we read. The different frameworks

0Of course, we may draw on previous studiss of p-odoetion and

the audience, but since both are specific to perticular- hstorical monents
The implication of this argument is that we should nct infer the social

and particuler issues there are limits to transferring such insights, This

effects of media texts from an anlysis of their for;s snd contenis. Rather, _ C TR R o ol e R Ty A ud
we need to treat texts as materials for further cultural worly, iavolwving

tendencies and pressures to be sure, but their meanings not fully realised
until '"rezd'. In particular we should not assume that the meanings of the L.
analyst {from his or her own social location and culivre} necessarily

corresponidd to those of other readers. In a society vhose culiwral forms

as only partial and tentative, not as definitive accounis of bias.

Bias snd Pessimism

There is a fourth set of reasons why the bias/distortfion model may not

: be the most serviceable. ini imd i*s us i
are deeply structured by large social -differences and relsiicns of power (those e le. There are definite limiis to ils usefulness in

relation i{c the policies of a movement like CMND. A demongication that in

especially of class, gender and rece), models of 'biasg! timrealen cerely
to confirm the views of those middle-class and largely rnle persons who
constitute o large part of the coomunity of acadecic researchers. Radical

fect media coverage of CND is persistently 'unfair! cay ezsily becone
a pretext for not having & policy towards the media 2t all., After all,

whatever.we do or t : Ly
media reseerchers, critical of conservative bias, do ~ol alweys escape from 2 or say, so the argument might go, the press will select,

this trap. More positively, these considerations poini to the npeed for
researching actual 'sudiences', using methods that a-e attentive to the
complexity of patterns of 'lived' beliefs, but also the tendencies of forms
of public commmiceation.

distort and present our work in what seems to them a3 tnfavourable light.
Certain theoretical beliefs in the consequences of the capitalist crganisation
ef the press, for instance, may encourage inferences that all press coverage
is accordingly biased against all movements which express social cpposition

to the dominart political structure and dispositio= of prer. So we have
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to lear= tc do our own things in our own ways, build up o= oun ceans of
corsmiication, educate, agitate and organise in = more crg=nic wor 'among
the pecple'. Such a viewpoint may be powerfully rei=forced Ly i
experiences from the past. Ve don't at all deny the icmeor-tance of self-
crganisation of this kind, but there is a danger of undue pessiciss about
the public media. CHD itself and the October evenis are, indeed, =n
interesting case in this respect. It is undouttedly ile case that GiD
challenges very powerful institutional and economic iztercsts of our socidy
and the intermational order (notably the state bureaueracies, the nilitary
and those witl 2 ¢irect material staeke in the menufacture of i:oe neans

of dectruction), It is also involved in a very powerful, toough cfien

implicit, critique of the forms of political life thol are regarded as
nore=l in cur society and of those forms of comservatis: tisl depend upon
a heightening of the ideological oppcsitions between !Zast! and 'West', or
‘Comumism'! and "the Free World'. As we shall argue in more detail later,
these struggles {and many more) are carried in the epperently single-issue
demand for "Pecce'. Yet it is not the case, as we stall alse arcue later,
that the mediz of public compunication have been heostile iz any univaocal way
to the recent resurgence of the movement. In many weys the pedia, or the
wider effects of their coverage, have acted, intenticnaily o net, in ways
that have been heipful to the cause (or causes, or some of thenj. This
shoulé rot be so surprising if we enploy = framework of znalysis that recrg-
nises the real though limited autonomies of the medis, the imporiance of
conflicts bDetween dominant interests ard the way in which the medis respomd
to new social movements, even though they may end up siterpting to contain
them. This is not to tip over into a view that sees the medis as the
guarantors of liberal freedoms, even—handedly cpen tc z11 views. There ame
real consiraints and controls, a real weighting of interestis, a real
tendency to closure and the exclusion of particulzr viewpeinis. Dut these
de not wor®t in 2 monolithic or univoczl way: the field of delsale over CHD
is complex, contradictory and often quite open. Eacl of iis mejor thematies
can: be weighted in ways that are favourable or unfavourztle tc the movement.
The tusgles over them are often quite evidernt in ithe texts thecselves, even

those witllh & definite set of interpretations in dominance.

If this is correct, it pcints to the need for a positive sirategy towards tbe

public media in conjunction with the forms of self-activiiy. If the field

is relatively cpen to intervention, we need to kuow how il is constituted,
how, as it were, "the land lies'. Vhat are the major themes of the debate?
Which tlemes are explicit? Which themes powerfully energeni? Which themes
are everywgere present but often deeply icplicit? Which thees coastitute

the most important resources for CHD itself or its ene—ies? Yow is each theme

9.
inflected or cchhected with other themes to the benefit of one side ot the
other? In particular, what traps are set for CND and its spoliespersons,
allowing easy marginalisation or rhetorical dississal? Sirdlarly, what are
the major officizl vulnerabilities (of which there are scme spectacular
examples) and corresponding openings for CND
where CHD can iatervene. What media are particularly favourshle to ClD's

causes and which particularly hostile? How can the movenent recruit to its
cause writers, -esearchers and mediz persomnel and how might it use iheir
services? Finally, there are quite crucial questions a>out audiences. Which
particular constituencies - in terms, for example, of age, geader, race and
class =~ bave proved particularly responsive to date? How cen ile moveoent reach
out to corstituencies relatively untouched or hostile %o its couse? Yhat
arguments and what modes of address are appropriate to different audiences?

How can CHD/END put together an alliance of social forces adequate to the

quite formidable tasks it sets itself?

There are also questions about

)

Sc many questionsl We certainly don't pretend to be able to answe- them or
even that we are the first to ask them! But some such age=da - tc be kicked
about within the movement - would seem to us necessary to guide a more adequak

strategy towerds the nedia.

Structure of the Report

In what follows 'H"B. Jpresent our research in three mai=z parts. In PART I

we are mainly mnceimed with some relatively crude indices of media coverage.
How much attention did the media give to the events of 2L October 19817

Were there significant movements over time (especially over the sequence
Friday/Saturday/Sunday/Monday)? Which media gave mos® space to ClD and which
tended to 'Dury'! it? What were the grosser forms of suppresgsion or selection
that can be said, fairly unequivocally, to have worked against CiD? lhere,
0 far as one can assess at this level, did CHD meinly 'score!?

In PARTS II and III the argument is more thematic. Our study of the debate
suggests that it is structured around a nucber of key themes. Sometimes

these are presented grite elaborately in explicit arguments of a '=ationall. }
kind: they are seen to be what is explicitly at stake. Factual aguments and v
citations are marshalled sround them. Sometimes other, or ile same, themes

are present in another way, touched on merely, comected tlzouch comnotations,
to what is seen as the main issue. Themes handled in this wey are often treated
as self-evident sng acguire a kind of second-order use. Peace', a oajor

point of reference in the debate, is often used in this way. Zet cther themes

Seem to us to siructure the debate prcfoundly, but to be less conscious elements




§ o
alrs

within it. We shall argue later that the conventional definiticns cf
masculinity and femininity in our society are pnrvgsiwly present in
the debate, wiether explicitly or metaphericzlly.

Finally, in a concluding section we try to draw together cur Tindincs a:u.‘..

make some recormendstions.

11.

PART YT: TTE OVERALL CEARACTER OF THE COVERAGE i
Advance lictices; Irmediate Events: Or 'Now you see it: “ut sooeiires
you don'tl! '
We discuss ic thig first section two important aspects of redia coverage:
the processes of ! preﬁew' or the advance notice of the evenis and the media's

mere irmediate responses to the demnstratiun_ itself. T-e izctical ioportance
of these twc aspects will be plain. Any event of thig ki:=d ia necessarily

set within a fromework of oeanings which ig established, iz le-ge peri, before
the event. Previewing, in this sense, is the means by whieh the ground is
preparecd for the insertion of events within the framewo-izs of meaning establish ed
by a particular medium. Advance notices are also important, potertially at
least, ic marshalling suppert, giving information sbou: evenis and vemues and

creating & sense of '"movenent!'.

on tha other Land, the events themselves, especizlly events 1ile a lmna

! dennnntrz..ia:: with a considerable spectacle value to fhe media thenselves,

- =

may create something of o momentum of their owm, signeiline the commitments of :

' large mumbers of paople in a very active way. —However suci 2 demonstration

is handled by the' md:.a, it carries its own meanings in bamners, in opeeches

.and in the lanmmge of nunbers, of turning out and marching. As we szall see,

‘there is no guarentee that such ressages will 'get tirough! with the meanings
giver to then ?.'g' participents. Nonetheless, the coverage of ihe decocastration
is one moment when the movenent acquires a very powerful voice, and for media
hostile to CID thie poses very real problems. It is perticulerly interesting,
therefore, o loock at the ways ﬂifferent media responded tc the demorstraticn
itpelsr. '

Our main conclusion under this head is that despite some liritations of
‘advance notice' (some limitations of our own mma:cb soze perhaps of

CD's ovm preparation), the rally of 2L Dl:tnb&r succeeded i securing a quite
Iﬂ-lui‘rn visibility in the media. Tt did so 'in peak lisiening and viewing
tillﬂs and across 2 wide range of medic. The major exception here, to which we
shall return in some detail, was the popular press. In per: “his wes a product
of timing: the Saturday newspapers came out too early to repo-t the irmediate .
fﬂ_ﬂﬂct of the demonstration; the Sundays had time to rewcsii evenis into their
own, overwheloingly hostile, frameworks. But insofa= as tle popular press -
Previewed the cemonstration they also did so in urnrlicvovd-hostile terms.
Mthﬂmistmaufmmﬂncialmperstﬂmm—mtim
Sunday ard weekday newspapers with a more middie-class readershin.
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Television and k&iq

The deponstration had a particularly high visibility in those oedia which,
for technical reasons, cen respond nost immediately to eventis: tie radio
and television nelworks. The demonstration topped newscests on thwe elecironie

-

media from Salurdery nmorming to late on Sunday, with the exceniion of the late

morning and early aftecnoon on the second day. The quantiiative coverage on
ITN and BBC I news right through to the main evening newscasis wes perticlarly
inopressive. lijor news items (the North/South Conference; “he Croydon by
election) were easily beaten into second or third place ac the Zolloring

breakdown i.n Table 1 shows:

TABLE 1: ITH and ESC Hews (24 October 1981, 9.15 pn/9.30 m=)

Rank order and duration of news items

1 TH BnpcC
Ite= Duration | Item Duration
Headlines Headlines
CND CND _
Croycdon 3o" i North/South Conf, 1t bsw
Bue Barker Sue Barker
Clocks hacdk
1. CND 3t 30 1 .-CHD ar  15v
2. Party Politics : 2. PRope 20u
Croydon 1r  Ipn
3: Thaicher comme G
on Croydon Lon 3. Horth/South 2t 104
Lk, North/South Lon Lk, Polana - , prioLl
5. Royal Tou:r it. zo® 5. Ford not reselected 2!  15m
6. Uganda Presi-
dent 20 : &. - Croydon 1z 15%
7. Mrs. Ghandhi on 7. Cricket tour of Incia it
Cricket 15"
8. Sports 2r  35v _ S. Sports al, 55u
9. Clocks back 30"

fis can be seen fron the table, the BBC gave CND (plus the Rome denonstration)
more time than any other item apart from sports news (remerber tiis was = .
Saturday evening). ITH, however, gave CHD cnnsidéra!:ly noreg tipe then gid

BBC and (the final accolade?) more time than sport.

reE Err————

13.

This was only the most obvious of a mumber of interesting dilferences
between IT. =nd BBC whick will concern us in more detail lsle-, Boilx
channels, especisily ITN, gave great prominence to the —2lly itself,
sore attention ic the speeches (though with great selectiviiz snd tight

framing) a=d some space to CND's own assessments and argurents.,

Radio, toco, commercial and BBC, local and national, gove CID real
prominence. One crude index, interesting toc for changes cver tinme,
is the razi order of CHD in the hourly newscasts on Racdio 1, Radic 2 and

LBC (the London commercial radio station). Table 2 belcw gives deizils.

TABLE 2: Racio ! & 2 arnd LBC: Selected newscasts (2L/25 October 1981)

Bankk Crder of CND == news item

Radic 1 Radio 2 15C
Time Order Time Order Tine Order
o 8 ___Sat, Sat.
9.30 an 3 9.00 an -
10.30 10.00 2 10,00 am 2
11.30 11.00 2 11.00 1
12.00 . 1
1.00 pa 1 .00 p= 1
2.390 p.m. 1 2.00 L -
3.30 1 3.CC 3
5.0 1 6.00 1 G.0C 1
6.30 1 7.00 1
: 8.00 1 3.00
10.00 £ 10.00
11.00 : 13,
&m._ Sun. _.h S,
8.30 an 1 9.00 an 1 S.00 am 3
9.30 1 10.00 1 3.00 7iita
10.30 3 11.00 2 1¢.00 6
11.30 L
100 B 2
T-00 p 1 i . 700 1
L

- & 32 . ;
Note: the low rank erders on LBC mid-Saturday were accorpenied oy
extensive special coverage of the relly.
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These radioc results are especially significant. It is worih recalling
that Radio 1, the most popular of the progracmes, hes acdiences of a—ound
7 millicn at peak periods (Top Forty), and of 3 millicr fo- ihe Saturday
morning rec::r:ﬁ prograrme Junior Choice. Radio 2 has weoeli-e=d sudiences of
up teo 2.6 million. On Radio &, with smaller audiences, TJID was the lead

story alsc froc the 2.00 p= Seturday news prograsme. Covercoe wan estensive
too on local radio in London and Birming hac. . Cocmercicl loeal radio gave
CHD especially favourable coverage. This does not adeguatelw show up on the
columm for LEC newscasts in Table 2.. In fact, LBC was ie most comsistently
supportive cf t_l'.q mediasvhich we monitored. Torcughk Satu=dsy it carried
interviews with Sruce Kent and David Wainwright, spélce ai some lengii: with
deconstraticrs in its report at 6.0B pm and-earried = Tengthy item {ebcut 5
minutes) putting CHD's case. This was followed by -extensive coverage on
Sunday, including the news from Europe, a further irte—viewr -risn Wai-wright,
anc Peter Alle='s Sunéay morning phone-in, which factu—=d E,FD. Thompson. )

Although ouxr information is less complete, commercisl radic iz ihe Vest Midlands
(BRMB 2nd Beacon Radio) seems to have given CND and its local followers more
_ prominence than the BBC local metwork. The demonstration was already the
‘main item on SRreuvscestsby 8.00 an on Saturﬁari it stayed at fourth place

on Radio Birminghem till 12.00. BRMB also carried irtervieus wiih loecal
supporters, including Stuart Bussell. This repeated {he patierr ir London,
where a2 well-documented comparison suggests that LBEC gave CID considerably

more favourable attention than Radic London.

CND zlsc figured Prominently on BBC's outwafd-—lu-nlcing Prolraite = Lthe BBC
World Service. It was the lead story on all bulletins o- Sztvrdey 2=d occupisd
three minutes out of nine, an unusually large proportios- To— z gingle story.
The World Service also featmd our favourite Freudisn slip of “he sy
*Similer protests are bamed - I beg you pardan, plarnec - for Suniday in
Brussels end Peris'. Perkaps thls Was Tetribution for the fact thet the World
Service's coverage of the European dimensicns was so scrupulougly '"salanced!

by contributions from the Arerican Secretary of State fo- Political f..ffe:_{r-s-,
Walter Streesell, and the American Assistant .SE’IE‘.'I‘E‘-‘.-E."’? for Ruropea: Affairs,
Emg Eagieberger! ; ' B

The pattern of television and radio coverage is ecsier to msTirise than
that of {he press in the early stages. Certainly, the ess, as we shall see

below, vas less carried alcng by the momentum of reporied evenis, partly for

the-reascns of timing already discﬁé:;ed.-

15.
m. r Emferéﬂei

only two deily newspapers, The Guardian and Morning Sts-, c== be said
in any sense to have lent their support ts the demonsi=eion o= mrevieved
it in full, though The Guerdisn's leader on Mondey = on the role sf chance
in politieal events - can hardly have lived up tc GiD's espectalions.
But The Guardis- certainly played an impertant role ir “ie lead=vz to the

demonstretion, carrying on Friday, for exemple, a criticc! leader on
Weinberger, coverzge of the Burcpean dimensions =nc n Preview of the
demonsiration. The Morning Star, like the rest of tihe Left Presa, anrd,
anong the London alternstive oegazines especially City Linits, procduced

q .

a cacpaigning issue, clearly for sale on the march itsels.

Iwo main strategies, with some inimitable veriante, ca= be digcerned in
the renaining news;iapers. O: the whole, the weekday popule=s sioply
"buried' CIID =nd a1l its works, expelling the demonstiration frox their
front pages, but scometimes subverting it in indirec: Wayo oo the i:-.:'.ar_
pages. There was no direct mention of the coming events in “he Priday or
Saturday issues of the Daily Mirror, The Sun , the Dedlr Lnil o the
Deily Express. On Saturday, most of the populars featured the nan whon
the Bxpress celled 'The Iron General', Sir Steuart Pringie, tiwa Britisgh
marine pgeneral whoc was a victino of IRA borbing. The generel was proci-
nently featured, usually photographicaliy, mﬁlaté witl canine friar:r.’-.-

This wes & clear indication of these newspapers' crilerizc of newswerthi-
“‘ness: Pringle wes presented as the popular conserveiive he—o, victiz of

terrorisn, epliocme of personal courage, professicnal wer—io- end patriot.
“Against this formicable combination of associations G0 stood 1ittle chance.

On Fridey Toe Deily Hail carried Weinberger's warning o~ 'ile Sovie:
Menace'!, ncted the disorderly barracking by 'pacifists!? and, oo p.27,
carped digcreetlly at the Bronowski lecture = 'if you gtuchk wilk him

thig far...’. oo Saturday, still keeping CHD off its f=o-* poge, it made
its comnectigne in, of all places, its TV report!

On the same day, the Daily Express's only mentior of tie rally was
contained in 2 p.2 story headed 'Red Alert for IRA Bombers'. The iter noted
that Britain's defence forces were now on ref alert against the IRA,
reminding the readers of the Pringle bormbing and concludec:

Commissioner David McNee's hunt for the gis- o seven sirong
teaz of bombers will be made harder this weelend when 100,000
demonstrate for nuclear Cisarmoment.

The Deily Express's only mention of the CND rally before the event, then,
¥as firmly placed within the context of terrorism, rail-loots and the
Prudent preperations of the military and the police.
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first-rate izportance. Soce evidence is available to vs in the migic press

. ey

The full assault of the conservative daily populars wes zainly reserod,

I h ever, £31 :mﬂﬂ?- The Da.iij" mz.rﬂr‘ lnﬂeed' receled mas: rete il I and froo YLalll Eogremmes on Radio 1‘ which will be reviewed iz BARTS II and

III below.

Tuesday, thouch it carried a picture of two toddlers Tigiii-g with: CIID

bamners on Monday, a bellicose image of CHD by no meanc ecsy to find. The ]
Finer Judgerents: BOC and ITH News on the Rally

So far we have coacentrated on gquantitetive indices of coverece or o=

second stretegy,; by contrast, was that of the pre-erntive sirile. i was
pursuec =cst energetically by The Daily Telegraph =nd, iz a2 rore muied way,
by The Times.

the more chwious giretegies of suppression and gross selectivily. He want
to look now 2t finer qualitatim comparisons between twc vediz whick, o

the whole, geve CID ertensive and not unfavourshle coverage on the day of the

Unlike the conservative populsrs, Saturday's Telegrap: cave ihe fullest s -
" demorngtretion: the ITH and BBC I newscasts froo 1.15 end J..DG mote §5.10 and

of previews cf the deconstration, a tendency taken up agei=n, as we shall -
2 ; ) 9.30 p= respectively. Our double negative {'not unfavor—a:le!} ip deliberate

see, on Honday. Im:eed,. in the words of our rescarcier {=ot z regular reader

Pringle picture,

here, since one of the poi'a*r' that comes out in the corpariso- is ow very
of the Telegrapii) 'it went mad'. Page 1 carried the usual

the headiine "“ard and Army on Alert for Bombers', ==C octec itle 'cie added

difficult it is ic reach = judgenent on this issue th-oug: textuval smelyzis

f glone. Ve first examine those elenents common to the Two sots of reports, then
probien! of the CHD demonstration. Om p.6, however, il re-marghalled the 2 y 1

_ congider tihwe major differences.
carefully ticed speeches of four Conservetive pegbers of Perlisnent under

the keadline "Hh:clear Disarmers Dodge Realities' iz an iten whose dominant

In many ways the twc sets of newscasts were very similas i.:: thair pstterns

tone was cf kindly and paternal ebuse. This item wasn sccoTperied by 'real £ . :
of selection, DBoth leid stress on perscnal or on-the-sgpot —epcrts a=d

world' sto-ies about the choice of wmodels of Trident. The Tiaeg! sdvance i
R e A used lots of footage of the demonstration itself. Afler a few sentences

from the newscaster in the studio, the scene quickiy cihianced to Ejde Fark

and the London gtreets and tc comments from Nicholas idtchell {(353C) end

Dawvid Smiti: (ITi). Less tiome was given to the speecies sd then enly

warnings were similar if more muted. i’ric‘-a:f"s Times cove—ed Ueinse—ger's
speech, co=plete with 150 young muclear disermers 'chacting! and ar opinion
poll showing that 65 per cent of the population in West Gertesmy were '"pro-

HATO'". The problem for The Times as for the TeleE- aEl: was tlal of Vestern i R %
S . very selectiively. Almost exclusive atiention wes giver %o lichne! Foot and

Tony Benn as well-known national politicisns. 'The hisiorian, Prcfessor
E.P.Thompsont!, as the EBC called hinm =t 1.00 p», appeared o tie pletZorm

'will'. Tie Tioos 2lso carried troubling stories shout ecplcoyeers 3im the

Ministrv of Defence who votad to affiliate their unicz to CD 2od Eeowchesters

declsaration of 2 'ruclear=-free zone'!'. The leader, beaflined 1'The Zero el
] but inapcihly, drowned by the cormentator's voice-over and, i1 the earlier

Option', stressed Lfmerican sensitivity, the anxietly of Eurcrea= leaders about » 3
' 3 BBC newscasts, robbed of the microphone by a protestor - we sall =etu-n to

the forthceoming demcnstratiomsand proposed a reading of Reagen's speeches X
the BBC's construction of this incident later. Of the ctle- speske-s only

Fenoper Brociway was heard to speak and he cnly con B38C. On “oih chammels

i

Bore coverage was given to Foot then anyone else, ir our opi-ion cne of the

contéining cur second favourite Freudian slip of the debale; they ad been
'blowm up outl of =11 proportion'. On Saturday, in due confirr=tion of its

own fears, The Tines reported on the front page how support foo the anti-
LR SALDE. lﬂut ctmnﬁ.c:.ur of the platform speskers, relying heavily on well established

miclesr marches was OWing. .
g clu:has.

He wish to add one further rote on the issve of Yacvrseo oolien?,
: bre o &2 It is worih noting that other items in this newscast were the Crcrrdo: hy-

It relates especially to CND's youthful fﬂllﬁiﬂ-ﬂg- Given thet the rally election {0tk charnels), Labour's conflicts and 'credi™ 78471 ond meselection

is universally considered to have symbolised ClD's populeriliy smong the ’
3 of Labour candidates. The effects of this presentation ave e-biguous,

Although Foot and Benn drew wide media attention, CMD is comected Lece with
an already existirg nedia representatior: the reductio= of an inportant conflict
of Political principle within the Labour Party to & metler of pe—gonalities

young, it is worth asking whether this constituency is give:- enough attention
and, where addressed, vhether it is addressed with sufficient gensitivity.
The issve is especizlly i.lzpor'l'.ant because of the sm:a.,—..ll:,‘ diverpe character

e A i .
of this constituency, especially as it is cr'\:a.m..,ef_ Thr  an enthusiaso and electoral lisbilities. There is a tendency also to rediice CHD's own

for pepular musical forms. The intersections betweer CII:'J znd The Troad m L Rl o inatis” e s o als )
g i han g suppo roo 2R tarrative governoent.
politicizaticn of sections of the popular audience is, in o opinion, of ﬂl‘nra].], this structure ginalizes the signifi ClD's

mar icance of 8 ow purpose
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and sctiviiies. More pragmatically, concentration cn iie Labcur Pariy

diverted sitenticn from the rally itself.

Another cormon element was the treatment of mumbers on the me-e: ané in
Hyde Parlc., Zoth networks took the police estimates {3
latterly 150,000) as the most authoriiative source, Xt —cocoried
the police estimaies a=s, most commicnly, '"tens of thousamcst (E5C I, 1.00
P ITH, 1.35 pea; ITH, 5.35 pm). Once accepted the origins of such esti-
mates and their partisan character were obscured. D estimaties weoe, by
contrast, elwvays cited by source, and usuzlly in ways tiat irpliied
aoeptlmslz the G figure of 250,000 was always 'claised! Ty the n:-nrm:l.sers,
or "hoped fort!, The more rofest estimstes cnnti?meﬂ to co—eigt rather
cddly witih the increasing recognition by both BBC and ITH +hai the denonstra-
tion had been a major success.
This, indeed, was the last common element between the %o networis. Both
grew noticeably warmer to CHD as the day progressed, especially ile ZEC,
wvhich begen (and ended) rather more detcched froo everis Lho- T80
According to ITN, the relly was 'one of the biggest decongi=stions In years!
(1.15), 'one of ihe biggest protest marches ever sees in B-itaint {5.35
and 'one of the higgest ban=the bombs ever' (9.15). Acconding %o the BBC, the
rally moved Iroi being 'whai's clained toc be one of the higgest anti-muclear
protests beid iz London in recent years' (an extremeiy circumsoect formule at
1.00) to 'one of the biggest protests against nuclear weapons for mony years!
(still rether ungenercus at 9.40). Agein, as the deronci-ptior itself gained
momentus, Dot networks, especizlly ITH, reflected someihing of the excitement
of marchers and organisers themselves, with 'hopes surpassed!, and sews of
crowdas talring four (ITH) or: five (BBC) hours to pass = single spot. fAs the
BAEC put it:
CHD seid the mize of todoy's Londen rally iz proof that the
movement has regaired its momentur: a22d Ly procise further
opposition to plans for 2 new generation of miclear weapons.

Or, as Davié Smith for ITH noted, demonsirators went hose sayisg 'This was

only the zeginning!

It is our view, on balance, that ITH's coverage of the demonsiration vas
more favourable to CHD than the BBC's. In what follows we shwall cgive our
reasorg for ihis judgement and alsc some grounds for furither meservstions.

" First, as we have geen, ITH gave nore air time to the ciaunnﬂtz-g*iﬂ:ls_thain did
the 'BBC. " A= we have also seen, ITH was less grudging "G‘.-E".- the BPC in itx;
implied asseagsents of the rally's success. This i:.._:__::"__..,__.':.‘ _hh ou— overall
reading of the tone and character of the two reporis, both visuaily and in

commentary. Tie IBC's report was alwecys somewhat detacied o itle events

19.

portrayed: In commentary, CHD claizs an? aspirstions we—e systematicolly

distancec fron the implied sympathies of ihe svdience, ithe hiddes: Twe' of

the repori. Words like 'say', 'claimed' and "Thoping! ficured largelr in the
BBC comuentary, slways inviting a scepticzl response. There wasm a tendency,
too, for ithe HEC's version to highlight the nct-quite-se—icus acpects of the

event, even iis muisance value. It was noted that marchers wo—e e vo~iety
of speci~® oulifits for the occasion', that the marciers were "oosily young"
and that "the orgonisers said they wanted & festive? avocopie—el!. It was
stressed {at $.00 pm) that the march had caused 'traffic cigmptio= o= a wide
scale'. By 92.30 this had hecome 'traffic disruption oo a: ezo-=wous scale!,
ar angle o- the rally with some similarity to the iters we “nve noticed in the
Congervative preas. Perhaps the sost dubicus aspect of tie ISC's parly
coverage {co-rected, however, in later reports) was the srocdicence given

to the platiorn incident when a young men snaiched the cdcroplione oo
E.P.Thompson, O ihe 6.00 pn news the incident figured procinently. '"But
there were some voices of dissent!, the cormentator noed. e 2lao said that
other spezkers were heckled. The angle of the EBC's Platfes shols highlighted
the black and red bamners of the anarchist group, and the socund trac: which
accompanied pori of [Hchael Foot's speech (where he simrihled fous tines over
the same words) alsc seemed to moke the anarchist chants ecpeciniiy audible
ang, by icplicalion, effective. In generzl, the BEEC's visveln contaized fewer
close-ups and hend-height shots of the marchers, lincered less o~ fewer of the
Bermers and simSols of the marchers than the ITH repori, and more ofien

viewed the rarch head-cn, from a height and at £ distace. The effect of this
Visual handling wds to recduce our involvereni in the =arc:, to view ii, as it
were, a2t a greater distance and with more detachment, not cecely Lysically =nd
ph;tographically, sut emotionally too. MNicholas litchell's repo-t was noticeably
Bore detached than David Scith's, using to a lesser ertert ihc licence of the
Perscnal repoxt,

i = =
I‘!!_‘l' S Coverage, DY contrast, entered the spirit of the eve=” with mach less

inhibition, i~ the spirit of people 'having their say!. Tizualg lingered

E lﬂﬂﬁer on the hermers, slogans and durmies of nuclesr victiog 3 &ad, iz an

l&rlier -Tepori, contained a very long sequence on & col ou=fully dresced jazs
bana (Gutifuiry consulting 2 policeman). ITH gave more Drominence £c the more
telling QD slogans anc barmers:

'Europe is not Reagan's to sacrifice!

¥V I9L5 HHroshima : ' B

1983 Buroghirna?

: It Used more closeups and head-height shois and mingcled nore anong the

crowe, § -
David Snith's report conveyecd a sironger sence of e moentus of the
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event. It s“rcssced the growth of CHD as a Doveoent, ithet oorale Dhop nmever
been higher in the anti-buclear movemart', thet CHD mad g-owm '.‘..e::-fnlt.‘:' in
the las:t 10 —onths, ang that it had strong allies in Europe. It cited the
250,000 who had rarched in Bonn and in-:ﬂicater.E 1a grevirg Tody of public

opinion', strongly anti-American, tfeeding off Resgen's suggestion tlat nucles

war couled bé limited to Burope'. The report ended on & pinilacly 'activist!

note: Foot's promise to diserm. It also listed, thoug: it Jdid uot show, otha

- L'_ﬂ e

piatform spealters, including the victin of Hiroshima and the Gesne» general.

=
L

Far fro= pid-ing vp (and unfairly arplifying)'voices of dissentt tended

to =minirise 'ircidents! and to stress the peacefulmess of ile event:

It was colourful, noisy and overvheloingly peaceiil,

the biggest demonstraticn for decades in this coumtry.

fact that ITH ceriainly offered malariais
There

Our nein reservetion cohcerns the

for a readirc alternative io this invocation of an energetic zctivis.

were iwo, cGoiticdly subordincste, themes which sobe readers, plresdy hestile
It oz the

to the event, could pick up ard use in this way. ITi's giress

'lived experience?! of the march, especially ir its visvals, ad its tendency

-]

to tres: the evest as & very colourful spectacle, permitted e kind <f parci-

nalisatio- of the event, through its themes of class, gendes and youth, As
we shall see in DART II, tlhis was cxploited more comsciously by the Conservative
press. Secondly, ITH certainly speculated on the general political character

f the event, and eopecially its leftist character.
Anerice:aim'., the popularity of Tony Benn, the

risked the judgesest that it was a 'day doninated Sy the left!,

t ptresoed anti-
'underiable favourite'!, =nd
Against this,
in = more populist mood, it noted 'the huge variety of pecple' resent and
But it ip cex

the fact thet ther cane 'froo macy wvellks of lifel. ~teinly the

case, in our view, thkat elesents of IMI's coverage were susceptible Lo the

reading that he—e was a domestic festivel of the lefi, dominaled -y & 'they'

who were rathe- sy—pethetically viewed, but whe nonetheless wvere definitely
not Tus'.
In the last ==eiyeis, then, our assessoent of the coverage of Doil: netwesks

is subject to reservetions ebout actusl 'readerships'. e are guite uaclear,
for example, wihat a predominantly working-class avdience

of the rally would actually have made of its presentations.

forr ITi's constructicn
Ye might acd,

as a finel caveai, that IT cerricd rather less news alout tie Buropean
dimensions of tie movement than its rival, which on the day of tle rally
carried quite = long sequence from the Rome demonstration and drew attention

to similar rallies in other European couatries.

=
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After the Evernt

pe"at:l.uns and Open Questions i T Y &

This section is necessarily briefer than those that precede. There zre

two main reasons bhere. First, a fuller account of the lang: -term

effectis of the rally woild-have required considerably mo-c research time
than we had available. An adequate assessment, ever on the level of nedia
reporting, would have required a longer time-span than the few days after
the rally itself. It would be interesting, for example, to establish the
'media life-span' of the London rally and the Buropea: denoastraticns which
accompenied and followed it.
a point of reference in discussions of the issue of 'defence! and allied

. subjects?

For- how long did these evenis continve to be

Vhat were the forms of the subsequent 'life' of the evenis: for

what state cf affairs were they subsequently taken =s evide-ce and how long
did-their mecdia effects persist? Such an account would have to include what
appears, on iie surface, the most palpable of the effecis of ile demonstrations:
the modifications, in rhetoric at least, of Reagan's o Zelliccsity and

the tendercy for leaders of Western European states to talie a more independent
line. The everis in Poland, of .course, have latterly cut across the whole

debate,. sirengthening American 'resolve', but at the saise time deepesing the

divisions wit:: some Buropean allies, - What part did CID =d its allies play
in these visilhle wovements of international politics? Secondly, =ud more

-pragmatically, there is a danger that any comprehensive review, et tiiz stage,
of the themes used in debates after the demonstration would azticipate the
substentive treatments in the second part of our repcri.

In.ld:lnt .i.‘oj.lt;ms, then, we limit ourselves to stating twe main 'wpotheses
which later research may or may not test further. Fi=gt, it iz ome of the:
key,problens of a movement like CND, which.spesks mos: irperatively through
large-scale .popul = mobilisations,: that, dramatic demonst-atiors once over;
the initiative rapidly passes to .other hands. In the mediz thenselves
‘normality! rapidly re-asserts itself. Thos sources of isfernation, comment
and the defiz .it:.o. of events - the media thﬂmselves, the peojor government

'A'I

aperma, the mil:l.tarj-, the d:.plmts - uhia:ﬁ Pave & persistent or
ﬂ'h\lctm—al dumiﬂance, re-assert their :.nﬂuam:.e : 5e¢n-_c.1_, y and liztead to

this, ﬂ"'ere iz a concerted attempt, b]r these and uthe" agencies, ic present
8 powerful retrespective gloss on those events which have t—estened %o upﬁet
the normal course of éontrol. | The greater the upset, ; “the’ more stremuous the
attémpts at recuperation or re-:nmrpora’hon. In pe.r‘“:m:‘-- fron the point
Of wikw of ‘a2 analysis concerried with ne anings,’ atteimts are made & to riniriec,
- triviglisg, mrg:.nalise or stighatise the movement :m question.

ne
iwﬂﬂﬂﬁ. of t._in m]_}rms,

if cnrra{:t, is that t‘te afteituatl of such a?erts
©specially the irmediste uftm-uaths, m‘e, pnradmcall;, bey _msae.-'tﬂ

- e ¥ =3 = '

for
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fresh interve-tions by CHD, in an attempt to sustain and sei=force ile

initiative mowmentarily seized. —%

These arcuments carbe illustrated, if tentatively, fron the work we
did on the coverage of Sunday, HMonday and Tuesday (witi scme individual
items from days later in the week). The passing of initiative o ihe
dominant irnstitutions and to the media themselves was especially clear. It
was a feature of. the period, however, that the more direct o rihy
presence, of TIID and its all;!;ps'ns sustained for an unusually long period.
‘l'.hi:.: was partly a result r;f thﬁ linked demonstrations across Burope, a very
important; and pn\mrﬁll a.a‘pm:t of remnt ar't:l.—mlclua.r streteqr and ta.ctica- We
might add; too, that E.P. Thompson's campaigning, very er energetic in the
mthnf tle everts, nrggast.ada.lmen sense of the importance of post-
hoc definition. o <&
i i i

Certa.inly there is a .sense in mﬂmm dominated the news~relzted media
over a whole weekend. One qumt:.tat;ﬁ -1;“"’“ was the newscasts on the most
popular redio ciammels - Radios-1 and 2. “Ag Table 2 (p.11) shows, though
thmﬂmwmm{mﬂnalmﬂ:ﬂduﬁfw place
(Radic 1) by mid-morning on Sunday, the Buropean demonstrations pusted the
iten to the top again by 5.00 pm (Radio 2) or 7.00 p.:. (Ragio 1). Similarly
on LBC, whose coverage m, again, -on Sunday very favourd~=, the iten roved
from between second and sixth on early rewscasts to first by 7.00 p=. These
newscasts ofien gave a strong sense of the momentum of the novenent and even
of some oscillation by American Defence spokesmen, Weinberge: Teirnc cuoted,
for instance, as saying that the demonstrations were "mdersta—dasle!, 'should
be taken sericusly' though 'were going the rr:mg- way about cetting the result
everyone wa::ted_: no war' (Radio 2, 5.00 pm). As fremed iz 12C newscasts the
sense of leading spokespersons being évartalmn by events wvas nade quite
explicit:

In London American Defence Secretary Casper Teinberge:r said

ke doesn't hal:.eve the protests mearn very rmic: but ii's

estimated that up to a quarter of a willion people took part

in the rallies... (LBC, 800 am, Sunday, 25 October)
LBC, indeed, constructed at least one further news ite: of its ow.
E.P. Thompsor was the main contribitor to Peter Allen's Su~day worming
phone-in on this network. In the course of the pro-grnn:ie, T.':ui:rmmx ta...!r.ﬂd
about the possibility of American attempts to daatabi.ll.se the e soc:l.al:l.st
gmrmt in Greece on account of -its att:r.tude to Nato. L 1.00 po this
became an a.dr]_‘i.tional item in LBC's coverage of the dermonstiraticas {'Z.P.
Thompson is warinding..."') iﬂndiateljjr following the !lE‘I;fE.ﬂf the rallies in
Paris and Brussels. The newscast was closely fo-l:la.ued by surmaries of phone-
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ins on muclea: weapons during the week, including edited Dighlich
programme czlled The Decision-makers, which focused on disarmement. By the
time its 7.00 7o news led with the Paris and Brussels denos, LBC [iad created

a very strong iopression of the crescendo of CND activity.

Coverape of the demonstration held up in a similar way in ilie itelewision
newscasts on Sunday. The demonstrations also occupied the fronl pages of
The Sunday Times, The Observer, The Sunday Telegraph and the Sunday Express,
usually acccoupenied by pictures. In the News of the World, Sunday Feople -
and Sunday Hirror, the CHD item appeared on p.2 or 3. ZIxtensive coverage
contimued in the daily press on Monday, testimony, mainly, to the determina-
tion of the Conservative media to shatter any 'illusions' their reacderships
might have foraoed over the last 48 hours! By Tuesdsy, however, the direct
impact of ilw demonstration had certainly begun to fade, althouch there were
some late responses. On Wednesday 28th, there was a classic llationwide
interview with Bruce Kent, on Monday 26th the prograrme on E.P.Thompsor went
out on ITV, and on Tuesday 27th the Daily Mirror (which seens to have
suffered a mild form of paralysis over the issue) eventually came out with
‘a (rather hostile) leader.

Restoring lormality

The broad patterns of recuperatior and containment (i.e. tiwe atienpted
restoration of the normal view of the world) can also be traced. It occurred
quite gererally scross the media a.nd was certainly l';.ot ligited to the nare
conservative newspapers. The predominant mood of this assessment, even among
the more favourasle media, was to return us all to ratior.a-.li’..;y, se:sibi;a
calculation and '"the real world', after the understandable ':1-1‘; leady miic.enﬁ
of the weeke=. is the headline to Paul Jn!m:;cm"a piece in the Ikil on

Honday put it:

The CRD crators rant... the young have = great
day out.

But it all adds up to ... 150,000 rezscons not
to panic.

(Daily Mail, 26.10.%1, p. 6)

This line was not surprising in newspapers (the majerity) that had consistently
buried CID before the event, or in The Daily Telecraph, wiich contimued 'to

€0 mad® on the subject on Monday, with a total of 40 peracraphs and four
Plctures, plus edito: rial, a special feature article, =g a report of the
Burcpean denonstrations, a cartoon, and a2n item on the rub:igh left by the
demonstrators (!Anti-Nuclear Fall-Out')! But a similer line was to be found in
‘Bedia which ha¢ charted the rise of the movement with some sympathy, or a

..‘. b
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least in scme detail. In our own locality the Birmingham Eveninc Meil {=

Conservative newspaper which often takes a Thatcherite lize) is = parti-
Unlike the Birmingham Pos: whiich was '::.cstile_

cularly interesting example.
throughout, and the Leicester Mercury that ignored the issue allogether, the
Mail gave guite sympathetic coverace to preparations for the —ally, finding

a useful local engle in CND's local leadership (Birminchen Bvening M=il,

21.10.81, p.6). CND's local leadership, for their part, seex: tc have lzid
some stress o supplying useful material for the paper. Io tie sarly coverage,
then, CHD was presented as sincere, active and well-meaning. O©: the day, and
in subsequeni issues, the Mail returned to its dominant atiitude, best
described as 'CID is all very well, but what about the gris realities?'. .
The Nationwide interview with Bruce Kent on Wednesdey 25t was fremsd and

The item began with Sue Lewler asiingy how seriousl

structured in a similer way.
Hestem leaders were tzking the anti-nuclear movement,., Ilatioowide then
proceeded to answer ifts own question, stressing Western soliderivies, Hott's
charge of ‘apmeﬂﬂﬂe_;lt_', and the Government's unchenginc policies of buying
Trident ang allm:ing. Crui.ae missiles.. As Lawley then put it: "t mois the
ball very firmly back in the dimarrers' court". It wes in “his contexrt that
the pre-recorded and carefully scripted interview witk Eruce Eeal wos broadecast.
The interview was conducted in a way which other resesrch hcs5 shown to be
typical of Hetionwide's style?: the interviewer facing us I= the tiree-

quarter shot, standing for us, 'the Nationwide viewers', =rc¢ in complicity

with 'cur'! cormon-sense questionings; the interviewee, ususlly in profile,

the object of 'cur! investigation. In this particuler inte-view; 'ou- common-
sense guestioning! bore a startling resemblance to the siaadpoist of the
Western governments, and were of a particularly ‘tough! and 'sesligtic!
character: how, in fact, could CND guarantee that withou: nuclear weapons

Britain would be able to deter 'an aggressor'?

PART I1: THEMATIC STRUCTURING OF THE DEBATE: FEACE, FCLITICS

AND INTERHATIONAL RELATIONS

Introduction

Babies
The truth is thai the
CND revival iz discom
forting because, like a
lot of people, I have
been dithering sooewhere
in the middle of the
argument for most of my adult
life, and it is about time
I made oy mind up.

It woulc help, I think,

if the CND propagendists
would stop descrizing the
effects of 2 miclear holocaust
as if they zlone are opposed
to frying behies.

- There zre gquite 2 lot of people
whe wish {o retzin on independent
deterrent and are also in
favour of bLabies.

Some of then even

FiE -

of i

notion,

Most of the themes which we want to
#‘0 to be found in this and similar commenteries. In whai' fcllows we

want to dig cut both the explicit and implicit themes of the debate,

contimie to give hirth to
babies.

We ditherers wouls

find it helpful, toc, if the
CND were more careful

about the company it leeps.

The movement was haif Itilleg

by the commmistis =2 the Trots

in the Sixties =3¢ it could easily
happerl &ﬂ-ﬂin'

If the coommisis are po hot

for muclear disarmiznent ther they
should pet thei- case to the Russians
and Eastern Europesna.

ter all, it is their rockets
hat will fry oor babias:

(from '"How can you ever trust
the men who hold the rockets??,
The Sun, 26.10.81, p.¢&)

explore in PART YT of {i:is repcrt

as they structured, for example, the responses of journslistic !heavies!

like Julian Critchley (The Daily Telegraph), Lerd George BE-own (Sunday
Express) and Paul Joinson (Daily Mail). We shall be asidrg Soih about CND's
Weaknesses in this fiel@ of debate and its strengths (for on nost themes,
depending how they are inflected, CND stands both to wi= and lose). As we
l-fﬂd in the INTRODUCTION, soime of these themes are exzlicii: they a—e carried,
88 it were, on the very surface of the debate.
ﬂrﬂ-ﬂ kind, Evidently, the debate is sbout 'peace' and hou to secure it,
w of closer inspection even 'peace' proves to be rc sirpie mcontentions

Our firgl thene in PART II is of

Our second choice of theme - Britain's Place i the vorld - is

Scarcely less explicit, though the dominant versions of 'Beitainig place!

' m often act as the premises of Conservative arcusents ('ihe Hesterm Alliance':
"the threat of the USSR') than matters to be argued out.
$his area is to encourage us to go behind the conservative assurmtions and to
insist that this is not the only British option. Our third ihede - the

CilD'g problem in

:_th‘f pclitical implications of the debate - is, ir our view, the most
- 1y emergent one. ¥We have in mind the issues ve—y sharply raised in
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Harriet Herz=n's speech on October 2L about the 'secret state!,

el -
U 2ib50

the broader and ecercent critique of 'parliementary decocracy! wiich is
implicit in CHD's forms of action and organisation, and in conservative

defences of "Parliament'.

Our lasi four thenes are different in kiné to ocur first

not sec obvicusiy what the debate is 'about'. They are, &

principles by which the debate itself is structured, i :

2 gy

us only partially conscious, so far as many participents s—e concerned.
A knowledce of these principles of organisation would Lelp us to understand
more clearly what is at stske in 'CHD' and just how far this powerfully
evocative movenent is from being a2 'single issue' campaig:. CilD, rather, is
becoming, otce again, a very powerful carrier of sore of ihe most izportant

currents and conflicts in the society as a whole.

We wish to siress, in particular, four main and partielly Hdden ’;lze;:.atics_i
The Tirst of these is youth, perhaps ilhe nozt evident of our
CilD is & coomotatively

of the debate.
four last themes, which comprise PART IN} of this report.
youthful movesment: what is at stake and what are the strencllhs and licditations

of this identification? Similarly, we have noted a very powerful and persistent

T ey
inary

gender structuring of the debeste, including = quite extiracrd exnleosion

of the language cf male potency (and emasculation) in the deenderz of deterrence
and a tendency to present CND not omly as youthful but £lsc as primarily
feminine, cozforming, that is, to the female stereolype in ou> sociely. What
exactly is al stelke in this structuring of ‘the debate? Our third ithene is still 1

oocre hidden: the class character of the dehate or the ways in which class is
handled within _it.

relations in the coverage than there are explicit refenices

There are even fewer direct references to class & class
yet

the pmedia

,f_!'l.‘."‘ ['lc-.. "

class renaing an igportant elesment both in the structurin

andience and as an aspect of the portrayal of CHD. Fizallr, we lodkk 2t the most

-
g of

hidden theme of all, the race dimensions of the debate. It io onily latterly
that we have Decome more aware of this theme curselves, especially ilzouch the
now massively evident Euro-centricity of the whole debate and the pervasive :
image of 'proliferation'. Such images seem common to botil: aldes in {he debate,

which leads us to ask, admitiedly somewhat rhetoricelly ef thin stage, wiether

the debate is not seriously limited, in its radical poteriial, 5y = securely
"imperial? or "Puropean! frame of reference.

Two further i-troductory points should be made here. First, throughout
PART II, we lave primarily used the press. This is pertly because m ere
particularly |
stability of

interested in the case against CND, partly Jeca.zse of the greater

the written text. 7TV and radio doamentaries, =o netter how
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1in depih', teuf to flash by and make = challenging bul segueniicl

argument difficult to hold onto. A writien text, om the oflr Liz2d,

can be recd =rd re-read at the reader's own pace, ecabling a "Tmilding! of

new infermeiioz ontoc the already-known, rather than

—

cote mgllmpr=goicit=

mthiﬂﬂo

a

Second, we point, in preliminary way, to one conspicucus feanture of

the press. L5 we rote belew (p.31) different newspepers add-eass ¢ifferent
sudiences, especislly as constructed by class.

ap in

1. FIGHTTIIG OViR PEACE: The Strugole to Appropriate Mesming

Hass Media

.
[
-

«+s 25 long a5 Hato - and Hato governmments - Tiph: 1ihe
s'eace lovemenis on the ground of their chooaing, 'veace!
we shall get the worst of the argurent. ile should ghift
tie ground to where the debate properly Delongs, mcoely
polities, and the case for collective securiiy would
become overwhelming., Bui we have little 4izme fc lose
(The Deily Telegraph, 26.10.81, p.15)

Tims a Conservetiive h‘i", Julian Cr':itchle::r‘{:‘agpc,z"."eﬂ: of ihe ilort:

Atlantic Asser>ly) endec his attack on the Peace Movemerss that had

demonstratec their stréngth and unity the previdus weelend across Burope.
ﬁ,_m:_quotgtia: is talken fron one of the number of hostile ~esponses iz i}
b‘itém, which consisted, often, of sipply printing uncriticalls gtatements
by goveriment
be recognised th-t occupiers of such official pesitions have direect and easy
oedia, quite. different from the scrt of
S8fficials of CID. Such 'experts' have been doscribed elgere—e
definers?.
official status =nd so their definitions and logic simucivr the whole debate.

1deforce! spckespersons (zlweys male, of coursa}. It should
acceos acceorded o

access to ithe

o

Iy-imary

Their pronouncenents acguire legitimation “wy viztue of ticir

These spokespersons were ready to —obilise this practice Defcre and r;f";er
the deconstraticn in order to reaffirm support for the 'o"ficiall! defzoce
Policy, and to counteract any impression CRD might have made. To the extent

fhat the media ~ublicised these statements, they could “e s=id tc Lave

mﬁanaé to 3ritish and American propagands in supne=i of esert mmclear
Weapons policy, S .
A8 Critchley himself identified, there is a struggle to amp-cpriate the

m of the word 'peace'. Despite their positions =5 prima=r Zefiners,
SPokespersczs like Critchley do betray anxiety sbout CHD's chelienge to the
MEYE in which they have set the terms of the debete. In ciler words, he

EESentifies 05 & site of struggle the areas which we %ry <o indieate in this

e

Teport: 'the gcround to where the debate properly belongs'.

e 2ecdmowledges
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that CHD hes hes such success in presenting the anti-nmiciess case iz ferms

of peace thet the Sovernment should abandon that terrain end Dap i a new one
constructed o= the grounds of national security. Other represeniatives of
the pro-nuclea- faction, such as Lord George-Brown zre, howvever, no: mrepared
to ghendon such = key tactical position and advocate a stirongecs fickt . to

keep the mez=ings of 'peace' within the ambit of their owr arjureris.

It should e noted froo the outset that the term: 'peace! las = set of
powerful cullturzl meanings which are sufficiently close tocati e to give
the illusion of having scoe kiné of transcendent, tramspasent snd unilied
meaning. Tz !'peace! can be taken to nean some shsclute pocd-in-iiselr,
with which it is GZard {o argue. However, the tern hes noosiliiities of
anbiguity which can alter its meaning dramatically, eve: %o iie point of
endorsinc opposisp politicsl positions, depending on the conifert in which

it appearss

It is this abgolute, positive meaning of 'peace! which, altheugh illusory,
makes it sc impoertant for each side of the debate to asmex ix lter: for its
own purposes. Within these competing franeworks (discourses) iis oesning -
undergees several ::imngea; all of them socially determizedl. I gtudy of these
social meanizgs allmr us to separaie out = m:l::ihar of dedsies =l conflicts
which are key creas in discussing the pmventicn of ruclerr war, These -
oeanings hove tended to be hidden or overlooked in eveluslizg the deiate.

The one term: "peace' has many ceanings, which it is usef:] not io condence
into a singie gexerality. In what foilows we roghly catego—ise the voriety
of meanings given to the word 'peace' in the media reperis/editorizls/features

devoted to the CHD rally.

i) '"Peace! and Viclence

This peracdoxical link was made most cormonly by reporis emphenising the
absence of 7violence on the demonstration itself. This liziced ite event to

a2 whole set of constructions about the usually (ismglied) viclent nature of
demonstrations, and of confrontation with law and order. Tie classic example
was in some editions of the Sund&y Mirror: 'Police adopted = lowmkey, softly-

softly approac: and the protest pessed off peacefully! {25.10.21, p.3).

There is 2= amasing ceusal link ioplied here - that the doonsiretion was
e

peaceful Ddecouse of the actions of the polioe.: What the reader iz wesnt to

feel is that the peacefulness of the ewnf, H:J,ch wa;s-i-_fim*.?:teﬂl-: or sreat

advantage foenefit to CND, was due not to the participemir ™u:% tc ihwe police,
and that CID cannot therefore claim credit for it.

3

The term "softly-scftly' is itself open to debate, as il sugresis =

toning down oo absence of molice which, as those present asd oller

media reporis confirm (The Sunday Times, 25.10.81, p.l), wes no® necessarily

.2

the case. Tois law and order interpretation of the Sundey IE¥=ror commect

seems to us Ly far the most plausible, but it is worth noting thet if
policing Zad not been 'softly-sofily', it would have produced wioclence.
It may be tiat there is a Turther, even more radical, -eadicg: thet it is

police brutality ihat causes violence on demonstrations.

ji) '"Peace! in Burcope in Our Time

'Peace' is slso frequently used to mean no more than a melatively lcong-

“tern absence of total wer in Eu.rope. This peaning was given a lot of space

in the Sunday lHr—or and The Sunday Telegraph, most notably in tle former when,
on Sunday {(p.16), its cartoonist, Cummings, awarded the Atca Sorh the 'Hobel
Peace Prize for deterring war for 36 years'. Followirg on froa thig, Lord

George—=Brovn was able to argue that the Peace Moverents we—e actually ithe
'"War-Hongers! (see below). Much of the tenability of tihis e~mment peens to
reside in the nolion of an insular '"British® viewpcint and a cocrespondingly
limite@ notic: of an isclated Burcope. Thinking in this wer neclecis tie multi-
tute of intricate econoric and political links that fuse ii:ome European states
to the 'rest of the world'. Althouch this version of peace is crucizl for the
whole argumesi sbhout deterrence, its linited and partisl natu—e car easily be

shownt. It refers only to internatiocnal relations ané not, fo- exzample, to the

\ o domestic war in Irelancd.

In its dominent use it is excessively Burccentric in ernhesia. ITosofzr as the
rest of the world appears, it is an empty terrain for the oiruggles of the
Great Powers. 1I= this light, the following comment Ly Caspar Heirberger may

net appear =5 bizarre as the newspaper found .it=

In response to a question abeut where a wa- migint
begin, he (Weinberger) gave this biza—e angwer: "The
war is going on now. t is the-carpaign in the
Carribean? What is the Soviet ircrusion ir Bthiepia,
the Horn of Africa and all those places? These
represent sirategic steps towards the st=stegic coal of

enveloping Euraope. .
(The Sunder Tines, 25.10.81, p.9

As this points out, z2ibeit from the point of view of one of “he agcressors,
the absence of perceivable war in Burope is a function of the cisplacement
of = . . -

that war to the Third World. It is surely possible tha% the nex* use of

5 Aclear weapors against an actual wrdotior will take place ilhece.
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This denisl of =—y —elationship between econcmic/pelitical activity ic
Europe and events elsewhere can again be seen in this erarple:

One fringe group even carried a bamner e=lliz
'Lend Rights fo- Aborigines'. (Sunday Brpress, 25.10.8%, p.1.)

There are =11 sorts of meanings packed into this sentence wiich are worth
examining; these irclude the racist asm.mptl-:m that A>o-icines z=e Tother',

= to

Tard - 1T ad
GRiC Co2

definitely —ot part of our world and pnssibly corical; taat
land rights in a country fer away can be of only the most perginal inmlerest;
that only the —ost extrene and dotty 'fringe' group would w=al io ifdentify
thenselves a5 interested in this obscure issue; that_i-'; =an no connection
with a pezce demonsiration in London, anyway. Wholly lost or Tu—ied is eny
conception of ihe actual situation. The Aberiginal struggle over their own
territory is inticstely connected with the discovery there of usaniu— - an unf
- geen: possibiliiy when the white conguesors first congidomod ~eourning ligpited
land rights to the indigenocus populaticn from whom they had taltes them., The
need for urazium 5y the nuclear states/industries, and ihe sicnificant

apount of cepitel/profits involved make the fboricinel siruggle to pecurs
adequate iand rights a site of crucial ioportance in tihe develoment of a
global ruclear economy. It is not simply that the cormeciiors are distorted
throughk biased repcriing, but that the very existence of tie salient facts
that :reveal the connections in' the first place is tofally denied.

The centraliiy of ex-colonizl definiticas is further explored im the section
on race. There is certainly a widespread assumption thoi conly wer iz Surope

‘counts' as war, and this ability of a specific group (uiiite, male, ruling cla =)

to promulgste ite own version of 'pesce' is & problec for GiD.

iii) '"Peesce! as Pecifism and Emasculation

"Peace' or 'pex:ifis-t' is used here to refer to CFD ard otler Burcopea: Peace
YMovements., I the Press managed to oystify BEuropean geogmapi=y ad receat
diplomacy, then ithey murdered the history of the Peace liovenenis, aciually
helding them responsible for past conflicta. Take Lo-d Georce-Zrown oo World
War IT:

That war was made inevitable by those who :_Lo“'u:;'ler'- the
mosi egainst it. The Pesace Pledpe Union wilh its paace
allot, the Oxford Union, with its notorioums hrill-noi-

fichi!' resclution.

(Sunday Express, 25.10.81, p.1%)

This is in keeping with a notion of a decay in national v—‘l. Right=wing
historians and social analysts assert that it wes pecifisis vio led Missolini
and Hitler 'to believe that they could dominate the world ot very litile
cost to themselves' (Lord George-Brown, op. cit.). Popuiar feature e—ticles

| Our categorisations) in the press. This mey have beer beceuse of the

R A |
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jp perticular caligned some of the mcre recent P&ace_l&:'rene.ﬂis {ancG
cnitted cthers like the anti-Vietnamese war campaign iz the USi). Sope

papers caricatured and ridiculed the whole project:

Eurcpean peace novemenis are not new. I the late 10th
and early 11th centuries, anti-war prociesis, Taclzed By the
clergy, burst out across the Continent. The ciiitanis
fcrelbly occupied local castles chanting 'Jeace, Peacel.
Tixe crusades followed shortly afterwesds. Joid indeed ithe
.:nst consisternt cheracteristic of peace protests tirough

the centuries has been their lack of long Ter= miccess.
’ (Evening Standa—q, 26.10.21, p.7)

S0, militants were around even then. With the substituiios of '"commmists!

for 'clergy' tlis could appear in the middle of some of il reno—is of the

CHD rally =nd not appear too out of place.

Behind mu:ch of this arcument about the negative effecis of Pazce lpvenents
there luriked sore thoroughly masculinist assumptions. The play o meanings
around the words 'pacifist', 'neutral', and 'unileteral' {I:ov meny peopie

know precicely wist that lasi word means?) have deep culliural —evercerations.
The Thesau:us gives in asscciation with the word pacifis®i 'aom of neace,
neutral, civilian, women ~and children'. 7To be a man iz o cultu—e you have
tc endorse violerce on a grand scale, and to be & 'real nien', cel in on some of

the State's conopoly of legitimate viclence (the hero-uor—io- of Tie Frofessionals

or the SAS). The extent of this buried comnection revecls iiself in dismissive
remerks aboui the 'pecifist, pro-gay-rights Williaso Pitt'y Lizeral ¥P for
Croydon (t:e Sunday Ezpress, 25.10.31, p.16), and ihe exirag-dinary statenent

by Critchley thet 'A neutral Europe would be the eunuch in “ho haven of the

m powers!. Just who our rempant, weapon-waving State is scraving at the

mﬂt remains unsaid! Hore sericusly, as we ‘argue in +he section on gender,
"-. mtesting tie ortiodoxy of deterrence invclves questionisg dordinant definitions
of masculinity - especially the associatior of masculize sclf-iden ity with

~ violence.

iv) '"Peace! 25 the Universal, Apoliticel Desire Li

- Im one curious respect, though this is possibly by far itle rogs: comrone

 Sanse ‘-mﬂm-standing of the word, it was theleast conspicuous (in terns of

. m‘!ﬂ:lnlmim argunents in favour of CND's position fro= +ids site of

= -'-ﬂiﬂ_ g - rr;‘_1.t.:u in turn has led to the iavention of = veriety .of othar

‘Beanings for the wored 'peace’, in an effort to take bacl: sore of this ground.

~ "Maivete!, 'noral absolutisn', 'emctionalism', 'irrstionalisutand 'idealism!

S all teras of abuse hurled at those who would otherwise have been seen as

hnstratr;g desire for this meaning of 'peace’. The, Conservative Press

could not use the word in this mntext aexcept Uy atie-mtine to dislocate
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its peaning by izcerting it in inverted commas:
The fooi-soldiers of "Peace' protest are overvhel
ingly young people whose idealisn, inexperie-ce anc
talienation' are exploited, panderecd to, olten
nodoubt well-mesningly canalised by leadess of various
kinds.

33-

model. We could go on to build a caricature of this readerg”ip as
cigar-smoking, port-drinking armchair statesmen - undoubiedly mddle-
class and often highly influential. By contrast, the nea==-toial

absence of any such backgrounding of the disarmament issue In the
“(The Deily Telegraph, 26.12.01, p. 51)

popilar Dress does warrant particular focusing.

In ideological terms, this does seen to be CHD's strorgest aren, =

although it =ight be unwise simply to rely on tais alone: simaighn For if the crovision of any information that 'counts! = suspect though'

econcmic arcuments may be the next step to whitiling swoy ithe suppost for the it may be = in 'informed debate' is restricted to a cinesily uhich

Conservative line, It was notable how gome journalisis found this poening reads the non-tzbloids, then the prospect of the develerment of oay

critical, popular perspective on the real complexity of exiro—

8f peace very cifficult to handle, as can be seen in lk ga' dithe-ings
at the Deginning of PART 1I. domestic conceras will be slight. Instead, popular ferdilie-ily with the
international ceterminants of everyday life will continue to e reworked in

v) '"Ppace! as an Alternstive Fuiure the manner described below - cne that is very much recognisable as, in the
A e e ——

5 more exact sense of the word, propaganda.

Ck. = . = %
his few fie papers {except the Morning Star) celebrated the CID event, i

is not sorprising thet zlternative futures to nuclear wo, o the threat
What follcws, then, is roughly divided along the traditional gualities/

tabloids axis. The concentration on the press is due o & presumpticon

I N Py

of war, were totally absent from the reports anéd discussions of the issues
at stalke. MAlternative futures of this kind would reguire the plecing

of CND in the context of a broader polities.

that 2 mtfir;*mble form of information is necessary for =y lesting

comprehensicn of the complexity of the disarmament issue.
The frequenily corservative cheracter of the nedia may De Jjudged Ty Nor have we zimed io supply an extensive 'entalogue of susesgos! of
their conceniration on the first two meanings sketched adove. Their use substantive issues - such as the arms trade and its lin’zc wilh tka

of the thiré oeaning wes invariably pejorative or apgbiguous. It other military establishrent - that simply were not raised. CD —eaders will

words, the press usuelly used "peace! in ils pmore limited and closed presumsbly bhe familiar with this garmt of silenced ereas. Rathes, this
meanings. lieazing i), for exanmple, remeins fimmly in the na~—ow confines of sectiocn concerir-ies on the limited existing discussicn, the parasmeters

the law and crder framework. Meaning v), by ccntrast; onens up 2 whole series of popular understanding as presented in the press, arc ths seans o7
of debates aboul long-term nmethods of reaclving social, economic and pelitical which informetion sbout the international situation ig leent restricted.
tensions and conirzdictions, of which the future of nuclesr asts is only one. : ' '
The prodlem fer (D, to which we shall return, is how togpex up lhe wider ﬁmlly, so—e irmplications are drawn ocut - both for CilD's rolc in any
neanirgs. 'inforosed debste! as it is currently const'l-ut:ted and for =7 ooe of

CHD's widening its constituency further among those wihc —ecd their peopers

2. BRITAIH AID T=E WORLD _in bus-quemes rather than cruchairs.

If only we loew

'Nato is THE peace movement' (Julian Critchley, The Deily Telegranh,
26,10.81, p. 15)

The nost maried difference in the treatment of the internstional situation
is between the tablcid and non-tabloid press. Espeecizlly in the noo=iabdloid
L

press 'the irtermational situstion'! is very much the stuf? of feature =—ti=- The threat to the preservation of the Nato alliance, =né egtecially its

cles and ecditorials. Usually placed well after the ha—d Tocts of ihe daily Atlantic lizksrce, was the dominant organising theme cf ihe feaiure articles
reportage =nd awvay from the sport, such znalyses orestze = readersitdin with and editorisis in the quelities. Critchley warned expliciily of ihe
the surplus time to spend pondering colurms of argument about evenis not. so political consequences, as he saw ther, of the TR VT P
reacdily relatable to cost people’s immediate lives. The counterpext in the Peace movenenis:

electronic media is the 'in-depth' documentary cor corments=r on the Pancrana




3L,

Would a neutral Europe retain its independence: it
wvould not. The Soviet Union has long herbou—es the
ope that the United States would be effectively re-—
moved from the Europesn scene, leaving Scoviet —ifite—y
sopremacy as the backdrop of Buropean politiczs. L
neviral Burope would be the eunuch in the Zz—es: of the
grazt powers.

(The Daily Telecraph, 26.10.71, 5.13)

Significantly, e advocated the abandomment of the arguines® ovor peace
in favour of the politiecal one of collective security, = peizi ner lost

on the avthor of the adjacent editoriel:

The Cruise-Pershing 2 deployment is now the acicé teat of
wat is both on sbsolute minimm of flexible response
deterrent capebility and of Burope's politicel! and

e Cefensive will. If this minimmm cannot be acidevesd the
resull will not only be that a prudent Arevice will heve
ac incentive to continue expesing its 350,000 —e= in
Europe and accepting escalating nuclear risics i= iis
horeland for a militarily lost cause in Burcoe ... A
panic-siricken Burcpe, .which had thus suicidally deprived
itself of American protection, would be a5 tuchk =t the
mercy of the Kremlin as Poland would be ncyr tul for the
courage of its peopls.

(The Daily Telegras:, oo. cit.)

As in pany similar representations of the situation, deterrence is a
presuned fact of life. The real concern is that the pesce —ovesaenis may
lessen American 'incentive' to provide the material mesas cof deterrence. If
peace is to bDe achieved tl‘rrm;gh Nato, and Nato achieves perce ti-cuch a
strategy cf collective security, then the only tacticazl =mex:s of assu—ing
peace ('in Burope!) is by subordirating Burcpean qualns o the i-teresis of
themwst powerful member of the collective, The United Sicies cof fmerics.

This collapsing of sirategic national, and even contirentsl, initerests into
short-term cdipicmatic pragmatisn structures most of the noueisdlcid festures
and editorizls. They are a curious blend of raw informatios ‘rdipsile —~ushers

and deployment cdates etc.), and diplomatic analysis. The Sunday Tioes

feature (25.10.81, v.5), for exerple, is co-authored by thei- deferce
correspendent and their man in Washington, but takes ithe form of = political
biography of Cespar Weinberger. Certainly, Weinberger wezs a focos Tecaune of
kis preserce here for the Hu__::lear Planning Group meeting, -ui ile exira-
ordinarily hich p:-afiie his responses to the Et.ropean ﬁnmrﬂﬁrati.ans Were
given by all the media, usually over those of national leeders, is further
evidence of the pivotal role the American administration wes seea o play in
any effective implications of the deronsirations. :

Ironically, Lowever, it is the Reagan administration itszeif tha® is the

wild caré in this scenario. On the front page of the ssie issve of

The Deily Telegraph already quoted (26.10.81), a story from Uasiington

lists no less thar three contradictory reactions from the i<e Eouse,
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t was Reagan hinself whe provided the famous gaffe the weck before thnt
slgo informs som: of the features and editorials, ofton taken as a2 ooans
pf explaining the sice of the demonstrations.

Don't talk about Sucz, go and look at the Berlin Wall" (&nthony Juck,

on. WP, Talksbout, Radio 1, 27.10.£1) i n

Bo the gualities by no neans nrovided a free flow of ‘ncutral' information

uitsble for independant decision making. The 'rational argument' appealed
for by The Daily Telegraph editorialist (26.10.81) a=ounted to prag-..‘.“.a‘tic
apitulation to existing U.S5. doninance of Western European defence strategies.
jovertheless, this is a zrsferred argusent, often cade pvailable in highly aztended

fho populars coulc hardly stand accused of such indulgence. Only one cf the
three extenced cormentaries published in the popular press could be said to
e even atteopted a backgrounding stercise. ‘J]n‘;s_ #as Lord Gsorge-Brown's
straordinary 'The Nuclear Protesters Who Could Actually Sposic Gff a Hars
(Sunday E-press, 25.10.81, p.16); and the tabloid editorials all werked

rough popular asrocizstion rather than any kiné of argunents as such.

learly, the most evident element in the set of associations such pieces

d to work through was the threst of invogion. Although not c-::;:!'.i-:itl-f
gatad, a distinct parailel was regularly implied between the Russian tanks .
Hitler's Panzer divisions in World Yar II. In the weelt of the anniversary

i the invasion of Hungary, and with the Polish situation gtill teetering, George-
A could not resist going 'over the top' to cuggest that the denonsirators of
"ﬂIJ' before :would be directly responsible for any outbreak of war, as "thcse
nmtantad the most™ against war in the thirtiec had brough® Werld War II

I'.- ¥hat is significant here is not so much the e:cesses of particalar

- b

: anits of this argument, but its relation to popular understanding. In

-ies like George-Brown's a causal relationchis is constructed between
ecurity ef a nation-state, thc eneny's possescion of the meens cof

ion and the neceszity tc avoid capitulation to so cninous a force.

_. needs tc be noted here is that thic causal chain was aobilised throughout

= fMpular press, and that, in our opinicn, this version of the deterrant
9¥ comnects powerfully with everyday feelings and axpﬂrimce:s. The

=racture _Bff the deterrence argument has its own commonsense force. Here
d George-Brown again:




There is only one way to prevent a war. That is Ic nooke
it abundantly clear that it can't be won. W= that is
clesr no-one is likely to light the fuse. has to .
o incontestably evident that that is sc. MA2d-at every
level at which we might be tested. ... we will Fove to
sl it clear that we will use whatever mindizu: for
cf gry kind is required to contain agcressios.

(The Sunday Bror-ess, o3. cit.)

St it

S

The corollary of such logic is ‘trus unrelentinc opposition. to Zisarmament
*in the face of the enemy', 25 it were. Precisely the same Jorus of popular
associstion i:_i.s-eci to justify deterrence can be made to —idicule diga-mament,
especially vmilaleral, which is axtreordinarily vulneraile &% ‘ugt this
point - where the 'moral force' of the kind advocated by Erph-eyno in ithe
iizess the

Daily Express's tirade against "CND's peculiar form of appensenet s

Bronowski lecture nseis the progmatisn of day-to-day realily.

There is nothing wrong, indeed everything righi, witl
ca=peigniag for niclear cdisarmament - HULTILATIOUL
raiclear digermepent. Wohat is sheer oadnees ic to a~cus,
25 the CID does, *hat the West should on ils om and
withcat any negotiation with the Soviets, disposs of oI
cur nuclear weanons.

(26.10.81, p.&6)
This again ie a forma of argument recognisable to avery trede-uionigls-

never let tie Sastards have something for nothing.

-
L

'CHD = Campeics for Hational Defencelessness' — Toilet GrafZfitcti

T™e shove recovery of the notion of disarmament to the Jotooio T sirctegy
signals acein the recusrent theme that cuts across the eguoenLo of both

the gqualities ad sopulers - the inevitable cbvicusness of deterreice as an

irternstional foreic: policy stretegy of a quite overs-ching ldzd. In

this way all roads cust lead to ithe deployment of U.S. missiles in European

seas and lands. HMHultilaterial disproament becomes not a Dode of. disecwanent
but a preconcition to the 'sensible! course of 'megotisting fron strengid!,

in contrast to ihe unilateral 'abandopment' of ruclesr weapons.

It vould peex thet Hevoond Willians is right, then, wie- he arfles-iizt the
breakTng of the Jeterrence/multilaterelise couplet is & prereccisile of any

intervention in this ficld of public debate and populsr indersiending

("The Politice of lkuclear Discrmacent', Hew Left Review 12&). The role
of this couplet =g tie would-be guarantee cof national defecce scis up ihe.

‘enerty within!' trap,ie. the vulnerability of CND to accusstions of Bussian/
Communist slleciafice.
associations will be provided in the conclusion. t we igit oove here that
the whole deler-ence argusment rests on the unargued assepiicn tiat Britein's
place in the worlé is, primerily, as the riest loyal a2lly of The United States

of iperica, & baction, porally if not militarily, of '"ihxz Uesgtern Allience!.

Scoe suggestions for bresking the logic that jeoins these |
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one j=plicatior of CliD's stance, and alsoc of END's, is io challence ile
meking natural in this way of the whole post-war, cold-wn international

“tt].mﬂt:- -

3. REPRESENTATICHS OF DEMOCRACY

As an organization cormitted tc demccratic protest as a mes=z tc chanoe,
CND of necessity cperates on a pre-existing terrain. Thip terraic ism
already uccttpied by such concepts as democratic freedom, rigits of
demonstretion, Tublic opnion and citizenship, contested ‘,.;:r povfesfnl ine
terest grouns with which CND is forcedio contend. CND i%self is a kind
of test of whether such claims about the freedom of Westers democracy =e
true. The medis play an important role in constructing these categeries
in a popular day-io—day panner. = iﬁ essential therefo-e fo CGIE Lo =rin
the strupole for meaning w:i_.tlﬁn at least some sections of the nows medis.
If, for exsrple, CIID has to battle with a very ':arrmrly l:-t;!!'-_.';".‘.:".:nd ~otion
of m;:::r, then the very legitimacy of protest itsel” is ca=lled into
guesticn. I this way, CND becones an agent within the rii‘m:ﬁe forces that
I de!‘i.nathe oeanings of fl‘E’Edﬁ_.-_" denqcré:y. parliamentary cove—r—ent, ihe right
to protest, the rule of law, etc. To redefine .theae, CID needs —ot only to
mh:l.lise-nass suppocrt but to ensure that it is seen mndenlisDdly o _a‘.re done so.
. 7 ;
' Meanings of ihe October Demonstration

" What follows is = analysis of scme of the media meaninca ansicned to the
';Eih_:l_mt}atio: within the framework of these categﬁries.

1) Mestern Derocratic Rights v. the Totalitarian Systen of Cooramisn

-

I and the ihrect Ly terrorists

As indieated iz the previous section, the democratic Yesle—:: societies ave

5| dmplicitly counterposed to representations of alien ferces tiat constantly

" threaten to invede ther (Russia) or undermine them (Commmnis, Zerioriem).

. The BBC World Service put out a five-minute-talic chlled Cormerisiy, by -
h'lcﬂ Letey. This based its argument on the contertion thal asince democretic
" .__Mnts per—it deconstrations, Cl'D's effect is essextially cne-gided.

I':'-' -“ile the carpaign {(is 2 ) valuable expression of oublic dbhorrence® it is ako
_ & “"dangerous political instrument” promoting the dengers of war {tra‘_:m;issiun:.
.?&/25.10.&1, 13.09, 16.09, 23.09, GMT). Thus the BBC World Service again
"Eﬂ‘___ld____ﬂevs;, 2L/25.10.31, transmissions: 16.00, 17.00, .00, 23.00, 00.00,
_T“E‘Dﬂ. 03.00, 05.00, 07.00, 08.00, 09.00, 11.00, GI‘T) featured the imerican

| Secretery of State for Political Affairs, Walter Stressel:

LheT:

¥




3.
Anti-muclear demenstrations have to be itollen seriously,
2n expression of concerm although the Soviet Union
exploited them,

The Deily Telec—aph in its cditorial (26.10.81, p.16) and Julion Critchley's

article, "Halto iz TFE peace Movement' (op. cit.) draws o- thig poliern of
meaning: through the space allowcd to CND and its pezce demo-sirztions the
West will, if it is rot careful, allow Bussia to twrrn tlhe mzcle of Horope

into a vast Gelag.

The stratecy irherent in this way of prea_ﬁnting the worid is to bedchien
the ideclogiczl oppositions between the East and the West, thus .1253'.
military preparations as sclely defensive moves against & i':;".'-_{c-.:t_':l:r ostile
enemy.

Charges that CHD was somehovw being used by Russia, the Cormwmisis oo
international terrcrists were frequently made. Sometimes it was izplied
that CMD is r.::".'ual__l}_l' in zlliance with them, or sometimes the succestion

the jizte-position

was crected, it a possibly unintentional feshion, throuct
of news items., Thus a BBC Radio 2 newscast (24.1C.51, 22.00) ca-ried tie
item thet the FZ=Y Leod uncovered on orcanisced left-wing ca::s::i_:'ac:' to under-
mine U.S. society. Similarly, The Sun (26.10.81; p. ©) c=r—fed o the right
of Jon fkass' column about muclear weapons an editorial witil: the lepdlina
'Funds for Terror!:

The FBY ... report that ocony extreme Left-wing grocuping
are covering up for terrorist organisatioza. Their ain
iz to snash society as we know it tocay so tE=t tihwe Reds

cen march into the dimsaster area.

4]

This gonilt by rro-inity can kRave as powerful effects ag direcily 'oubgisntiated!

news items. I Radic London news broadecasts (25.10.81,,treaszission: -,00,

9.00, 10.00, 13.00) these items were alsc similarly linked.

The 'External threst', headlined 'Warning on Soviet Henece' (Deily 1=ii,.
23.10.81, p.L) wvas ancther kind of reserve concept that could e czlled upon
and brougitt irio >lay as needed. It was vsed by Winsion Ch—chill ¥

(News Abcut Sritain, BBC World Service, 24/25.10.81, tram:issicn:00.08,
03.09, 07.05, 11.09 1) : |

EEllions of people who support vnilsterg® disgermoment eare
seing comned into taking the path sost lilely o lead to
War..,. countries which weaken in the fzce of zgoresaive
totalitarisan powers pesitively invite atinch,

The appeal to machismo is also very plain in this passcge.

There were also recurrent references to direct Bussian influence. 4 33C

Radio 2 news Suiletin steted:

£n American State Department Offieial has 4old 2 cdigsrmament
conference in Faris that the US was wor—ied ploat +he

- i1) Citizenship: The Volatile Peace Crowd Having Emotional Spasms

increasing tendency in the West to give the Soviets

the benefit of the doubt while remaining suspicious -
about American initiztives. Lawrence Eagleburger

said the Russians were waging a prt;pa;_-_ahda campaign

to encourage this, (24.10.81, transmission: 20.00)

This emphasis on Russian propaganda must be cowpared with the next news

bulletin which said:

..«the 2xtent of the protests showed that the US was
failing to persuade many people in Europe that its -
analysis of the Soviet threat was correct.

The Daily Telégraph's editorial carried the same message:

It is obviocus that Russia has played a large part in
inspiring and orchestrating the various manifestztions
of the Peace’' movement. -Opinions differ as tc how much
is spontaneous and how much is the result of the
machination of the long-ostablished network of Cotmunist
parties, cover organisations, trade union activists,

0 fi .
infiltrators and so on 26.10.81, p.16)

Thare were also rore sinister allegations that CND is somehow strangely awash
with funds (from Russia or its iriends,). For exarple, in & long iactual
report, The Sunday Telepgraph alleged suddenly that all these demonstrators

travelled free, and that CND provided all publicity funds (25,10.81, p.l)

¥. The NMature and Considerad View of the British Public

;ﬁa opposed couplet of this heading is taken froa Paul Johnson's article in

the Daily %ail (26.10.81, p.6)., In order to maintain their positive version
Western democrzcy, a bastion against the totalitarian Eastern bloc, certain
tmehad interest groups need to support the thecretical right of citizens s
peacaful protest. Simultaneously, they seek to deny such protests the right
Serious considerztion. Also, the news media represent themselves as a part
©Of this bastion of Western desocracy, affirring their right and duty to 'publish
be dasmed’. Since the id=ological construction of 'free speech' eubraces
the fraa&m of the press and the right tc proiest, thé problew of reporting |
nstrations poses particular contradictions for the Conservative .edia. Theilr
i‘tllnd thé probles: is to marginalise the demonstrators, by contrasting theax
.t-hthe ideal, passive, _1au-abiding citi-zens who stays at ho.e. Pau.l Jchnson'ss
but attack on CND supporters (op.cit.) is a strikii‘hg exacple of this, while

Cuardian's coverage (£6.1C.51) pp.1l & 3 ), focussing on the quaintness

the occasion, conveys the saue message in a less easily challenged way.
constructions are markedly different from: those provided by the wedia
the occasion of the Royal Wedding, when those out on the streets were

BSented as 'us', "the nation’.
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Similerly, the military/defence bloc and their apologistis ecuzlly need to
appear to upiold democratic rights. They see the mediz 25 a Deans of

persuading the rwublic that the military exists to defend ou c.. desocratic
rights. A% the sare time the real, normal, average citize= ip asperated

cut from these sirange pecople who tske to the streets.

This contreciction also came ocut cleerly in the Radic 1 prograrzie, Talkedout

{27.10.81), in waich.a Conservative WP, Anthony Buck, erd Paul Wellér of
The Jam tool: pa=t. It is cléar ‘that the MP ideolocicallr neelel ic uphold

the right to cemomstirate, at least in theory, so as to prese~t his view of the

totaliterian cature t}f the USSR. On the oiher hand, ._e_ wiished to dismdss

ocut of hand theose who do S0 exercise their derocratic rigiats. ‘:'_?roughm;t the

programme 2uck repeats 'We cmlé:'t have a meeting 1ike this in E-':'msia*.

Buck: I don't went to see us taken intc a “es;:.._g were e
car't have meetings like this. :

Again, in response to a question about what effect the nr_"-c-;: oight have:

Suck: I think what it will do is per‘mps showr vp the fact
that we can have marches like thet a2nd you can't o the
other side of the Iron Curtain. . r i

Buclz: -We'beve government by people voting not Sy pecplo
dencnstrating, and that's the wey, and = ‘:\e.t:..._..._

wey in =y view. Government throogh the Dallol Doz
ead noc thrcugh deros.

Toung woman: Surely, if we're a democratic mciafj', we ave a
right to change ~ur govermment's policy?.

‘Buclka ' Absolutely., By the ballct box. 2

iii) The Police a=d Law and Order

Closely allied to ihe threat of terrcrism and the use of such .;:_t'_"'."eat to
Justify m:'ta.ilm_e.'-t of civil liberties is the idea of t:_e police. They
reprecent the wost solid, respectable, kindly face of law 22d ooder within
a liberal demccracy. The: izage of the British bobdly is still used as a

trump cerd. Thus the Daily Express {2-5_510.31, 0.2) carried & story headed:
'Rec Alert for IR\ Dombers'. The last paragrsph read:

Sir.David Mclee's iunt for the 8 or 7 strong teaa of boumbers
will be made ‘lnrder this week-end when 100,000 de~onsirators...

S0 tna C-IEI} dunstr..,tim took on ret annt‘ae n:ea,n;mg ac & nruu..e:r. for our
lmg—mﬂen 30 puhne. T"IEI pu!‘.ica were also used fairlj mn...*-iste:—*ly as an
autlioritative source u..: :ln_mmt:.nn, espem.all? in the H“Ee—s:::aad use of
their esti.n:r.te of mm.mrs, ‘so that the event wes medizted rough’ ;u:l"
opinion. This 'ncrﬂﬂrﬂ;ll pulioe. -Imesenoe, rep.'-esnrting the -e"tre-c";a.,lﬁ

and respongible elemntn of society, once again impliec tihe 1:‘1‘&.!:!130:1&:111&,

fringe quality of ca=ss demonstrations. Without the protecii = of cur

8 to be promoted in order for CND to win th

El.

hard-pressed police-force, society would pluage into indescriZadle anarchy.
1150,00C Marciers oring Chaos to Londen! was the headlive i= the Sunday
Express {25.10.51, p.l), which ecphasised this peril Ty liniting iis reportage

to police worries aboui IRA bombs, Similarly, The Obsesver (25.10.81, p.l1)

carried the ne=in headline '"Peace March Jams London'. In sucl. weys the neaning
of the October demcnstration is changed from its nature =o a2 protest abcut
nuclear weapcmzs to a threat ito law and order, an inm‘:m:zie:;ce, z burden to
the police. Tho very peacefulness of the march dié nct allow the Press to have
jte usual field=dey of showing injured policemen in o-der to delegitirote

the protesc, zliloigh it did iry as far as possible to fil iIe r.’.E'.—c:'_:t-'-..ura

.
i

pn.

into its stereotypez of social deviants and trouble-m=le—g {eg. '3an-~

Foot Defies tle lob', headline in the Sunday People, 25.10.51, 5.2).

Telling It Iilce It Is

The problem CID Dwes in chamnelling iis arguments throuegh the esmisiing

Pews media is erenplified by the way in which Herriel Haroo-"s speech Zrowm

" the platforn wes wholly lt:rst in reports of the event. This wes possible

not only bDeceuse s@he is a2 wonan and seeningly deemed wmesrswo—tlny, tut also
because she shifted the very grounds for debate onto new terrain - the threst
of "ihe muclear siate! to cur "haydewon democratic rights'. fs she pointed

out, the democracy/freedoz argument is most often mobilised Iy ihe nro-

'S " muclear faction. It is used both to display the unique cha~scter of Western

genocracy's valnera>ility, as opposed to the uniroubled totalitarianign of the

" Bastern bloc; 22¢ alsc to berate the wilfulness of detonstroioss in unde—
i e e e e +

. Waluing it. It is not 2n area that the oppositicn wishes to see claimed by
. CND. However, the arguments advanced by Barman and the IICCL very- mrich need

is strategic territorr. It is an

Irea. where CHD might expect to be able to recruit supnort froo within

 Sectiong of the news mecia, since notions of a "free! scciely ave sc closely
bound up with those of 2 'free'! press. The operation of the OfficinT

_..&ﬂrﬁtﬂ ety the lacl: of ¢ Freedon of Information Act, ihe C¢oowil of sicveillance

are all aress iz yhich CHD has a serious stale and whiel a2me pa~t of +he debak

bout what a lkicles- Military State must be lilke.

‘Once again the young people in the Radio 1 debate focused on the issue of

free press and what it means. Tue response they drew froz Love ac 2

Fepresentative of the media is interesting in more w ihan one:

Steven: That pmarch will change the views of some people
Decsuse only when a quarter of a =*1lio- get to=
pether can Tony Bern and people lilee iz gel their
views put on to the television, even wie= they're
corrupted, because what's put on the televisiorn =2nd
the 9 C'clock news was a corrupted view of what he
said, but nevertheless, then he geic a clance to

< e e o . iy
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speak, the pecple in this countiry cet ilc Imow ile
other side of the coin, they don't just get ile
Gaveroment 's Protect and Survive side of the ...

Love: GOteven, can I ask yocu, how do you corrupt e recording?

Stever: Tou edit it.

Love: O Let me gc on tc another Tony ... (laugiter) ... :
“ou are suggesting that selective medis cove—rage
co-tupts vwhat is saiad?
Steven: OFf course, that's what the Russians do.
and, in ancther part of the discussion:
Young woman: During this weekend there's been a lot of GID
rallies and that, but whenever they've deen
reported in the media of any kind toey aimmrs
seem to be trivialised, sort of second, == the Ifirst
+hings they locked for were was there any irouble,
was anybody arrested. -They don't logiz &t the politics
cf it, the CHD.

Love: I'n sorry, I've got to argue wiih thav, every Daper
led with the London Demonsiraiion, every Iewspaper
macde the point that there was noli one arresc, every
newspaper queried the number of pecple ... (ncisy
interruption) ... It was front-page news ithrough-
cut Britain., Yon can't say the mpediz trivialiged
it ... (conflicting voices)

Toung HWooam: They didn't look ot the fact thet it wer G,

In the excha:nge with Steven, Love exhibits either & naivelc niout the

effect of editing, or is showing & cemuine belief that ihe flews in some simple
way just re;gr"cs wiat is there to report. As Buck szys elseullere:

"You've got freedon, freedom of the press; we've got freedoo like ... (lost
in outcry}”. In the second exchange, with the young woman, e seems quite
unable to talte on boaré the point she is making alout the nesnings aagigied
to the demonsiration in the media ard simply reiterates (izcecizately and
misleadingly)! ithat it was reported prominently in the press. This is a rare

occasion wvheh a media=man (sic) can actually be heard tc esoress His views

on media coverage and, it seems, bDetrays a rather lower level of understanding

than his audience. Even in the obviocus matter of censcrsiip, LoveTs view

seems naive. It is important io remember that the BBC refused ito show Toe
Mar Gzme, rejected E.P. Thompson for the Dimbleby Lecture,
some enbarrassment over Humphrey's Bronowski Lecture.

and esmerienced

These issues of civil liberties, of the demceratic/totalitarian gtate
axis, of t:e nature of citizenship, of the rcle of public upi:iim-_ in a
democratic society, 211 lead on ic an srea pregent only as'a stadow inall
the turns of tie debate. It is, however, a crucizl one in which CID igs

inevitably involved. It is both a site of struangle and & stale in the

A

struggle. AL first it secems a major area of liabilitiy for COID, bul as we shall

ul

argue more fully later the terms of this debate could become o oajor

m‘t for ﬂm-

m.ﬁnﬂ.‘bs of Perliamentery Democracy

Jf there are siructuring principles in officiel Britisk oninion, one

sust be cbout the unasseilable superiority of the British pesiissenta—y
system. It is almost impossible to make any type of criticiss of the merits
of our preae.._ forn of government without.it being disrmigped cul of hand.
Think of the fale of Peier Tatchell. CHD has to reckon wilth itla fact that
its existence igs a2 challenge to these n.t_tcrn:;ancf: assmrpiiong, Alihoioghk it
partly exists within the approved framework of the systen of parliscentary
lobbying, as a organiser of extra-parlianentary activities, such as Peace
Camps or mass deponstrotions, CND is also outside the conventionel siruciures
of fornal democracy and has its \D-ﬁl}" power base in a pass Dovenent of ordinary
people. The unconditicnal excellence af.thq Houges of Parlianent does still

‘exigt in popular thoucht as 2 potent elecent in Britis: self-identily, but

it co-exists, somevhat contradictorily, with obvicus 2nd widesrread dissatis-
faction wit: itke system of, formal politics irn Britain today.:

There sre limits, and 'felt' limits too, on the efficacy of parliamentory

mocracy's rescponsiveness to those it cleins to represent. This experisace

- Bhows not only in the swings of pub.lic cpinion during the pesiods between

eneral elections, but alsc in the remnrtenesa of many l{'s' lifesiyles froa

at of working people. The House of Commons is also P""ﬂﬂﬂﬂl'kﬂ_“bl_f male

dn its pembersiiin and highly mmhniqt_in ite operation, as ihe brosdcasted

wls from wi t‘u‘.r' its hallowed halls sugpests. Hevertieless, despite its lack
genuine representativeness, it is difficult in the exire—e to c—iticise

: - = This particular sspect of the U.K-."s denocratic institartions iz esbedded
a systen of meanings thet clain it as the very essence end bostics of free-

! and democracy.

2 is, however, another available systen of concepts %ha® can be “rought
tc I'lﬂ! against this formalised expression of democracy. Tiese ase o
of populist ideas ab::ut control, madnr;t:.es, minoritioms, 2d who ham
8 to speai: and decide. i:‘mce a.g.eun, the Radic 1 <debaic provides tiree

" Dle crystallisations of these pns.i.t:ums. The first ewchanpe plasted

thﬂ possible effects of the decometration.

Fomryy, do you think that the march wit? Lave ey effect?

flo, I think what will Lapren is perhaps to sbhov up the
- fact that we can have mascies like that and you can't
; o1 the other side of the Iron Curtain ... (jeering e
calls)




L,
Iove: ... but do you think it'1] hewve 2ny effect iz the UT?
Bucli: The fact that there were 2 lot of peenle on the sireet
will cenerate the sort of intelligent dispute &d
argunent abeout it all. I thick it may He elpful io that
extent, but il's not gomne make any trarnsfoscetions of the
SCceng ... 0.

Weller:'Cause the gover-ment's too oppressive.

Buciz: Because, on the whole, we have cover—ment 7 the neonle
voting, not by demonctrating, and that's the way, end
the healthy way, in my view: govermoen: tihroug- the
ballot box and ncit through denos,

Younr Worss @ Surely if we're a democratic sut;.iet]r we have the right
to chenoe cur governnment's policy ...
Buclt: Absolutely. By the ballot box.

Young Women : And you're ... well, we only have = &
' five years, don't we, so what do we &

nl1lol evea
O

Buclkk: You have to sit it out, my dear, you have %c git i

Interjector[ﬁaie}:Sit on cur backsides and let you ...

Buck :Tt's not very long between electiocns 2ad ...
(uproar) ... so it's alright ... (more u-roa=) ...
at least we do have elections ...

4}

Young YWomss : But those marches ... _
Buck: . . . and other parts of the world d-='%

Young Weman : Those marches, yeah, there was loads of Decple
there,and there were loads of people showdng their
views. You might say they're not gonms do ax wiing
but at least we're not sitting down and falcfizr st
pecple are shovin' in our faces, and we'l>e going to
meke a stand, =rd we're going to show people wiat we're
nade of ...

Buck:That's your demccratic right and tharl- goodness
you're exercising it if you want to ... LER
(Weller and Buck try to talk each other o)

B

Heller:You lot zre the minority.
What is interesting to us about these exchanges is the iF'as evident
vulnerability oo 'democracy'!, witness the changes of tacit tixough the cdebate.

First he equaies democracy with elections, but under pressu-e Zrom kis

audience (whose consent he is clearly not winning) the -ight if =ct tté wisdon

of 'demonstrztion' is ccnceded. . The patronising '"You heve %o sit it out,
my dear', becomes 'That's your democratic right'. His assupiios is that

we have, unlike benighted nations in ‘other parts of the wrorld', = completed

democratic process. But thishardly satisfies his audience o= Der. of it. The

issue itself reinforces the point: can we afford fo wait for five years if
the blunders of 'old men' may reduce us to shadows, befecre life has really
begun?

45.

_ In many ways what is at issue here is the crucial politicel guestion:
¥ho is 'us'? 1In the following two extracts this question is poged o

each side:

Young Woman: You've done a lot of talking tonichi, and I'm not
being rude but you have and you keep soying Ywe!
ané 'us', but who exactly are "re! arng Tus!??

Buck Nato -

foung Woman: A few politicians. Whe's Heto? 4 Tew pcliticians.
Reagan and Maggie and all the otherz, just a few
politiciams, not the people, —ot the people who get
killed,

Buck: They elected us you see, anc 5o ... {stvtters) ...
we're the elected representatives.
Zoung Weman: Through propaganda, basically.

and:

Weller: It's the same old situation, because we'lre ruled
by & minority., We're the majority, you lmow, same
as through the world,

Buck : Who's 'we', Paul, wha's 'we'?

Weller: The people, you know, ordinary people, who wal the
street, ride on buses, and we're co=t-olied oy
mincrities, of, you know, people vio are past their
prime.

Buck : You've got the vote...

Although essentially indefinable, the radical scorn and exotional suihenticity

-‘____ln the young woman's wvoice clearly unsettled Buck, and the *one of his answer

 lacked his usual bluff, pafernal authority. Such chellenges to “ke izsolence

. Of office go hand-in-hafid with its demystification, ard tie reinstatement of

2 hidden connections between the continuing arms race and those whese

ests it gerves. There is, implicit in Buck's sttitudesn in +:ig discussim,
2 romantic myth of bitter suffering nobly born. It is a g0t of updated
White men's burden which, weighed down with the full knowledge of the horror o
r, taztaﬁ: peliticians fearlessly shoulder to protect thei- Lelpless

aticns agf:inst 'the hard men of the Kremlin', ~Concealed in thig line

°f argumer:t ig the potential mutuelity of interest 4 at the minfme— in not
having a tn.lr:.lrea.r war = between the majority of people in the Eaxt 20d in the

MPs likel Buck define 'we, the people' as Nato, 2 natu-a! respense is to
“on the clains of MPs to be the only legitimete represe:tatives of the

e. It a_'l.an 1eadn to a :E'u.t'l:l{.er chain of argument: where, ir fact, does the
Power lie? Is it just in Parlianent and the elected gover—ment or in
forees and nppu}mtuses of the é'tata, especially the law, the police and
military? Doog it not also lie i\ economic and finencial insgtitutions?

L1
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PART IIY: SUBTERRANEAN THEMES
GENDER, YOUTH, CLASS, RACE

Certainly, the interests of multinational corporationc are not easily
controlled Ty mation stetes. ‘Ihe recent history of the IiF denonct—aten

its power over B-liish povermments. What would, or cculd, a govermmert 5 R e

“B-a':ﬂides the exrplicit izsues at stake in the debate atout -ueclea~ wespons it

do, fenec‘._ with decisive opposition from any or a combizstion o~ =11 of t:".esa:_
power bleocs? In guch a case, even the lendslide eiactiu:. of a' governmeni ' should also e recognised that there are subterranean themes, not necessarily
cormitted to nuclear disarmament night be only the begiz—ing of ike struggle,
and not its successfuvl conclusion. CND's promise, then, is ot to desiroy
but to deepen democratic traditions, making them more tiar meroly formal.
There is a2 very sharp sense of this possibility, as & pepular demend, in these
particular exciances. - ber

acknowledged in = conscious way, that also make up a ground vhere arguments
can be lost or won, These hidden structures often crgenise ow weys of

thinking, =nd, although not the same for all groups in sociely, are widespread

and powerful cdetertdnants cocn our thought. One of the chief geis of assoptions
 relates to definitions of gender, the subliminel beliefs =nd feeli:gs we have

about what it is to be female or male. A brief look at the reportinc o the

October demonsiration reveals that women are remarkadle in it Ty their zlmost

cosplete absence, despite their obvious physical presence as mw~c-ers zad ac

.
[

(¥R

]

speakers on ithe platform. Only The Sunday Times {25.10.01, p.1) in
reasocnably eriensive coverage pentioned Petra Kelly, snd she was the only

female platfc:s: speaker mentioned in the whole of the sediz coverzoe. VWomern,
it would appear, for those who make it, are not news. Tis suggesis that CHD

Fs
b

has to negotiste = crucial level of meaning in media representstiprg®

operates powerfully, but in some sense secretly, defining what counis as
""'_inpurtantfnmfsrrnrthy in a given context. Its operation ca: often enly be

traced Ly the absences, silences and burizls it perpetrates.

¥omen and Hews

- The media in all their forms are part of the terrain where “lese gender

| roles/sterectypes are created and maintained. It is still largely felt

: to be true thai the public world of politics, economics and serious world
affairs belongs tc men, and the private world of Lhome, clidldreil and

gentle feelincs belongs to women. Women and their activities are therefore
not newsworily. This pre-definition of news values not ornly excluces WOomen ,
but legitimates male activity as authnri‘tati“a,- reascnable, normal, human.

B Bven in the Left weeklies which we looked at, femininist milicetions apart,
and except for the coverage in Big Flame, women were obsent. Ilor should it
Be underestimated how comfortable people find it to cperate witiin the limits
of the roles assigned to them and how uncomfortable end wmatural it feels

L}
g

to move outside them -even when they are felt to be restrictive or arbitrary.

The news mecia are, of course, still produced and conirclled mainly by Dea. |
It is easy for men to be unconscious of their masculine identity, and to feel |
:.' - themselves to pe representative of humenity in general, wiilL urgendered pecple |
: the norm, 1+ cight be helpful for CND to be clear in its mess releases on |

. ¥hich occasions it is trying to organise its srgumerts in scco-dence with
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masculine/feminine sterectypes and when it is trying to challenge the under-

lying cender stiructure itself.

Mobilising c- Chnllenging Gender Stereotypes in Reportere

fes

Although: the strength of these stereotypes cannot be doulfted, the puslice
private splil does moit necessarily work to the benefit of one gide of the
The use o which such gender-specific v=lues ca- e
put is an grea for constart struggle. The Daily Mail (2:.10.82 , D.1G -

(TV Page) ) carried = story mobilising the 'matural' coposiiios of women to

debate or the otler.

("N
o

aggression ond vioclence not ir favour of the Peace Marc:, ixit apsingt

!

It gave an account of an ancnymous young mother visiting JID's headcous—ters
"hate-pictures' of Thatcher end Cerrincion.

and put off by Lthe Tmg <k

praigeworiky femnle aversion to 'virulent hatred'! can pe —eacily ad—iiied and,

as in this case, activated against CND. (The headline wes 'Those Frigitening

Warriors of Feace'.]} This apparent f.:unf.:e_s&i_m: to arguments coeingt miitardsm
can be made Secause, in gender stereciype terms, it is slse woren's iraditionsl

carjng role that excludes them from serious public affairs, £2d so allows the
conclusion to “e drawn that any solutions offered by wooea are iikkely Lo be
raive, muddle~-lheaded, imnocently misconceived. It car be co-ceded that WORSN ,
perhaps rightly, see war as evil, but this adnissior cen e ractiperaied by
activating the nore powerful stereotype of men's superior gransn of politiecal
reality, wihcl Paul Johnson (Daily Mail, 26.10.81, p.&) would call %the matore
and concicered view of the Dritish public", which, it goes withou: saying, is

hard to conceive of 25 anything else but mzle.

In other words, these ubiquitcus, culturally acguired and consizucted beliefs

F.J

ebout masculinity and femininity can be rmohilised both for a=d againgt a
position/ercument. Awareness of these possibilities gives some ground for
menoeuvre to CID, Firstly, there is the potential for ciange; as these
sterectypes acquire meaning only through use, changirn the vse {eg. feminis-
ing strengtlh, mamlinising.enpnthy}can also change the peaning. Secondly,
it should be possible to safeguard ageinst a hostile Teporter setting CHD
everts/arguments within a framewerk that mobilises feelings of normality

and self-identii:r ag_ainst CND.

Gender and I.L"!_EEE

Language is itself arother site where gender roles are consiructed, I-
can be useful to think of language not as a system thet so—ehow reflects
or nanes reality-out-there, but rather as a2 means through: wilich: mmes

beings create their-consciousness of reality. Language elso givesus sSpaces

Lo.

or positions lo occupy when we use it, both as speskers and ligtene—g,
encoders 22d Cecoders of meaning, 'a place for "me™ and troul within the
worléd it signifies' (Donald: OU Popular Culture, p.5&). As <he Engiish

language ic presenily used, men and women cannot comforiai:ly occcuny the
same spealte=/hecrer nositions. It may be wortlwhile to look nore

closely a2t how languace defines these positions of masculinity and femininity,
po close and familiar to us as to seer wholly natural. I is Decause gender

-

icentity is =zo Iriimately a part of self-identity thet it e~ activate such

4

powerful exotions. BSuch feelings are so deep that we ofien experience then
as imstinctive, and their activation either strongly exhsaices 2-d legitinmates

a position, or alternatively makes it seem umnstural, e™norma! and unecceptadle.

One of the crucial ambiguities within Eaglish is the amhivalence af.ter::s that
apparently apply just to people, neutrally, that are not gende——-specific,
However, if we consider a few examples we can see that althoug.suich iwords

do often apily ecually to both male and feuale persong, ther zlsc ooetioes
isplicitly ezclude all females, but ncver exclude all moles.

fia  If he (the toiler) survives, we shell save end =ebuild

everything (Lenin).

S. We owe a2 duty to the people of this countrr +o bewsrp of
apparently sinple solutions. .
C. Hormal people don't go arcund raping woren.

Sentence C definitely excludes women, sertence DB probahly imcludes ther,
It is this slide hetween geminely

. ané sentence L is
B ™ -
.~ universal ternms, including both male and female persons, ad the cotler uses

: which tacitly exclude females that causes problems. Ve would follow Coward

curiously asbigucus.

and Black (Screen Education, No. 39, 1981) in seeing the c—ucial effect to
identity.

: .h the way in which men can lay clain to this non-gendered
ikat such neutrel terms do'in fact apply

tlomen

can never be sure to then, vhereas
Ben neec never encounter such a hesitation. This enables them to

| Tepresent as funen nature what is in fact a mc.i.all}-r created version of

—.r-
. |

Basculinity: aggressive, hierarchic and territérisl. I Taza to thirk of
; females as ungendered people in this way; they remain the gox wiich is unrepre-
 Bentative of hum anfity in general,

T e
§ Women's tracditional rurturing role, rewoving it from its centrality in any

It alsc allows for the me—giralisation of .

x

: _”:'lhﬂniticn of 3mman nature!. .

FL

I This common-sense notion that 'buman' nature is inevitatly vielent and nasty
:si_’ often mobilised in favour of the arcunent tkat peace moves od disermacent
| 8Fe doomed io fajlure. It can be challenged by disclosing tle ways in which

.. it is constructed and promlgated throuch language and peani-gs chose: and
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___daily, personal life is what legitimates politics, and that empathy anc insigh
produce h;w'leﬂ;e as surely as peliticiars' realise and experis' expensive
research. It ui‘l, hmnwer, reqguire *mrr e::l:ma.im changes in the repre=-
sentations of the defence/diplomacy debates to make arny inroads against tbnr
predominantly masculinist assumptions. The machismo rinc %o newspaper
headlines iz only one indicator of the Bhtien Yelnacaratens that Htansturc
the world of politics and in which the news media as pu-veyors of Public
Opinion pley an important part, eg. '"Bomb Marchers Given a Slasting! (The
Sun, 26.10.81, p.2) and 'Ban-Bomb Foot Defies the Mob! (Sunday People, 25.10.81,.
p-2). The metaphors of impotence used by tﬁe _Eﬂtﬂi?liﬂb.tﬁ.‘:trto express their
fears about dimt-m equally revealing. There is, for example,

Butcher in The Daily Telegraph (24.10.81, p.6) with "ike sofiening up of
public opinion, and "the decay of pu_-:-lic will ...", and Critchley, alsc in

. % - . e T oy
disseminated by ihe rews mediz. The Deily Telegrani (2L.1C.01, p.S&)

carried a sebstantinl erticle about Conservative resctiocns to tie Pesce
27 el

Demonstraticn. ©Cne of the FPs, Edwardes, made use of ilds cotmc se

= =

ideology of Mrmas noture by accuging CHD of 'dodging the resalilies of lnman
nature, hmas hsto=y and the fact that nuclear weapons cannct e disinvented®,
i cursory acgraintance with world history would seer to provide exple grounds

for this pessiciss. There is, however, also with historical warrani, & view

of bumanity thet is Dore hwopeful and open. For excople, recomising the
murturing rele traeditionally ascribed to wonen focuses ooTe she—ply the
view that hvoa- beings are far more co—cperative and carinzg than is suggested

by the prevalent coomon—-sense notion of humen nature, wiich as Teen

construcied Oy = commetitive and hierarchical society.

The Daily Telegraph (26.10.81, p.16), J\dth the phrase "a ermuic: in the harem
Appealing to liomen through the Media g

of Europe'. GSuch details may seem trivial but, if we accep: the argunent
Thus, one paih to the geal of changing beliefs about Mmen nature is to ) that language is an effective shaper of mihfects; that It o®fers us as men
give greater respect tc women's experience. Fowever, as is clear froc ~ and wemen different roles through which we come to experience cu—selves as an
the general exclusion of women from the news pedia's accoumt of thwe ' 11“1'17, then it is such details thet tantly and lmnﬁimablj' ghidg ia
October .Demornstration, it is net necessarily-anh easy taslk eitie~ ic reach ~~-gontrol the ways in which we experience re ality. If ClD's objeciive is to
wonen: through tlese channels or to persuade ‘the media to Tepresen: geriously ensure nuclecss— disarmament, then it is engaged in a struggle to change
women's activities in the peace field. There are other especis of the femzle reality in more than one simple .
stereciype that mskes it particularly difficult for the :izopula.r oress and E
IV tc accent vomen as self-organised and self-organising amd it oey be hard 2. Youtk: the Generation Game

to chailerge ihe siereoiype of the essentially domestic, light-weight - -
In our aralysis of the media coverage surrounding the demons%ation ¢pe

hdyﬁhmedumufthmjwfmlmﬁs—mm,
though employed ir verjr different ways. Fo i TR

female role. The few sperse references to women on the parg: identified theo
in their =ost harmless roles as mins or young mothers. The onl> wooes specifi=

cally mentioned were in the Hews of the World's brief repo—t [25.10,31), which
|

~In this section we shall attempt to outline the great orecccinaticn with

named Billie Wiilelaw and Susamna: York as being among the Showsiz= perscaali-
; ore socticm o7

Lo corrunity, and to indicate how onc catorory can initiate
differcit forms of reportage and response.

. e Jugt after 11.20 Saturday morning new
Despite some syopethetic coverage in magezines directed exclusively at i " muclear d;aarnerllo:m the:.r first uc:::? gmm:uild
=y

generation .

ties, althcugh the plece itself was inconspicuously piceced o= imge “vo.

women (eg. the Tomen's Peace Camp coverace in Honey, Jaz. 1902, p.bk0), or

even friendly commenis heard on BBC Rat‘:m L's Homan'sg Hour (20.10.81), it (The Guardian, 26.10.81, p.3)

The above quutatinn is an inadcator of a general theme rumming th:mg!mut
~ Bany reporis: that of a differentiation not only of the rany groups on the

is the caily press, the weeklies and TV and Radio news and current affairs
prograrmmes lal are seen as the expression of serious pul:lic omdinigh.
Nevertheless, it may Dbe possible to challenge this array of rasculinist assump= _ Barch, but more particularly of young from cld. Using itheories from Dast
Tesearch of ile nedia treatment of youth sub-cultures and deﬁmqgi w = “-_ﬂ._.
Shall show the varying imagery of this binary oppositior azd how it can be

H8ed to further a particular point of view.

tions throug: the positive mobilisation of women's courter COTMOo~SEnse
notions. We feel there remains to be tapoed = reserveir of fe—ale (not
necessarily feminist) common-sense beliefs, perkaps best mumed-ip in the
slogan 'Ho More Toys for the Boys'. This slightly condescending view of 4 o -
l‘“’-" images of youth can be divided roughly intc a positive mﬁa-e._m.t a
“t0ative mode for the purpose of this report. '

male activity is —einforced “-jr an unsgystematised set of beliafs %o ihe effect.

a

that hucan nature is as much nurturing as destructive, tha% the guality of
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In the post=war period youth has bam ':ieén_qs_a vanguard of socizl change:
the bearers of a mew 'Golden Age' of optimism, with the futire in their
hands., It is an ege of transit:l.m:l from childhood to adulibood, 2 tice

of exploration, muurimntatim, qugstinninc and searching. Changes in
behaﬁaur mﬂ ‘beliefs are mmnn, :.-_nut necessary, in the growing adolese-
cent, and t.n.e wide variety of sub-mltml groupings bears witness to this.
As CHD Is & movenent concerned premseljr with the futwre, youlh becomes
a ntally important section of the mmity to influence and involve.
recognition of youth as cne of CHND's 'new' areas of suppor: is Sone out
by the great care the m‘vmﬂnt itself took in publicising the wig: for a
Yfestivel atmosphere': the rmsic, the theatre groups, the colow-ful displays
they can bDe judged

The

to attract young people in la.i-ge numbers. In this respect
to have succeeded,
Ii was a day for all ages, races and creeds, a <=7
for trade unionists, Christians, Commmisis and

lLabou= Party supporters. It was a day atove all
for the young vim.were present in !'l:ga TUEDESE aws

(Morning Sta-, 25.10.21, p-a}
That young pecple were not also members of the other groups mentioned
above is dedatatle (a question which will be discussed in more detail later);:
vet they were present in sufficient quentity tu- merii being sinrgled out
as a group in their own right. It is their future, a.nd they oade i; toeir

cay.

However, the fect that e large proportion of the crowd, in excess of

250,000, was under the age of 25 is indeed something fto be optimistic

about. It signals an increase not only in awareness, but also ir the

willingness to participate - to act for themselves end not to leave the

decisions affecting the future of society to the clder generation. ther

aspact of the demonstration which enhanced its positive view was its peaceful-

As with many other recent demonstrations and protests; there was

no vicletnce or trouble of any kind which might lend itself ito distortion or
Even though many of the reports went tc greet lengths

to give examples of the punks, anarchists and other potential 'iroubleoakers',

they failed to find the disruption and violence they sought. 'The Peace

Hovement en ﬁﬁm sarched peacefully..

Ness.

over-exagoeration,

In fact the peacefulness of the merch wes stressed, but it is'at this
point where differences in usage and 'intended'! readings ca: be indicated.
The fact that o youthful cemonstration could also be a peaceful one seeped
to be tinged with relief, but also with a certain amount of surprise.
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sonetines the statement was followed up by remarits on the murber of
police needed (by implication to prevent any @i sturbance) rother than to
question if such a number was really necessary in the firgi place. Even the
1quality' newspapers seemed-to feel the need to cite the nmost radical act,
cocmitted by a marcher, thai they could find:
A Doy with purple hair trotted up to the Police Control
va: and asked for two choc ices ...

(The Guardien, 26.10.31, p.3)
However, anothes important aspect of the focus or youll: iz its uze %o
marginalise %
parch, any other groupings and people of an older generation o-e, Ly

the event. By emphasising the number of you—p people o tke

ipplication, separated end distanced. The polarities of Toung/Old are
reworked through sicilar oppositions - Trivial/Sericus, Ismsture/iature,
Idealistic/Raticnal, F‘:,.-A,J’Poht:ca.

The CHD orators rant ... the voung have a orect
day out.
(Daily Meil

The flow of feninist poets and slternetive cozice
o stapge gave way to heavyweight spealeers ...
(The Guardian, 25.10.01, n.3)

¥ 26:15.31, Pafﬂ}

Femmer Broeckway, aped 93 ... left the giage erc in
witi: inajoy David, the young editor of CID's voulX:
newspaper. DBoth were shaking: he froo age, Ble “roo
DRTVTEE ++» :

BT

(The Guerdiaz, op. cit.)

Zoung Doves, 0ld Hawks
(Daily Mirror ., 27.10.01, p.3}

A great desl of itime appeared to be spent on creating a sglterectrpical

Despite the differences of the marchers, & CID Mype!'

B conlstrucied out of all the aspects of clothimp, speech ord activity

definjtely sigralled that they were 'therm' and not one of 'us!t,
Uatil then (the October deponstratiorn) ... the
tlggest denonsiration in London's bistory hnd been
doninated Dy a smnll group of characters froo

Pocy carteoons wearing green ancracks, sensiile
shoes lmddled around thermos flasics and talling
about Selidarnosc and "Hhat I 'oean by Socialism® ..

(The. Guardian, 26.10.31, p.6)

imege of the midéle-class student became supplanted by a preoccupation
Ath the spectacle.
€Casicn, painted his or her face (the news bulletins on =3¢ and IZTV

@ particularly attracted to this novelty), sported brightly goloused

The 'typical' protester wore & special ouifit for the

Si¥les, sanc and chanted.

Punk/anarcl:igt,

The '"type' lay sopewhere bhelweer the ciowm and
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i 1 f petronising
The immeturity of the marchers was signalled by the use of & Gy
l ) Teli-=hortl DrograT/e
paternalistic chetcric. The passage froa the Radio 1 Tolitsaoro I

: 3 ; 3 = oy |E | ¥ Fad UFP"

uoted earlier serves to illustrate this point. Similasiy, Dress
g =

ercgpic iF

pursued the theme of naivety, as for exarple, The Daily Toles :

headline 'Hucles- Disarmers Dodge Realities’ (2k.10.81, z.2).
- ™ -',::- 25 ..-..'.G.._. '.'E‘.I“Eht
were the dercroctrators living in a fantasy, but they wzre = DT.e

- as public opinicn would be softened up by the 'misled Ides icm O

young'.,

The statemeris made by D. Hurd (Foreign Affairs Minister) ".'e:'?s. pi.—"t" :
cular favourite of the tableids, especially The Sun. They relteraced “ue
common—-gense arcument that you do not need a demonstration is ohow pe:;lt? are
worried about ruclear war - no one wants a war = anéd thet such denonstirztions

[

: L 13 ey P sndla
will =make it less likely that negotiations wili take ploce. Toe Sun OB

f i i in its headline "Coriz larchers
the status of the protesters guite clear 1n 1%s H

Given a Blasting: Taey Aid Reds seys Minister! (26.10.31, SR}

However, tiis notion of 'Reds' not only under the bed Duti scwunl .y o& =@

= -"-rfPr--r ey 5 2
narch wes 2= eT:irere one. Rather than see the call for cigsroasent

» T . . |
5 it as an enotions? {(Foutifol
contimied campeizn it was more useful to see 1t
outburst.
. ¥ e = b
Pear.:e crowds are particularly volatile. Toero comen
- 1 L " P
i i tion or so, when thes lomging
. tire, once in & generavlorn M oy ek

Ecu peace and the fear of war becones so (Teas .;:_'“
the arguments are brushed aside and a Ict cf t-_c;:: :__.;:
sensihle folk give way to what jAneurin Beve: ‘c.-z-_-:.e,-l
'-?i‘_ eroticnzl spasna'. Like cther spasms it does =o-
lagt ... d

ma'ﬂ;._r Meil, 26.10.81, p.€)

Young ané olf had not joined together to desonstrate on cne pe—iicular
very impcrta=i politicsl issuve; instead, the 'numl' {old) peciple hed
been carriec slong by a tide of irrationality. Such a movemelt is 2

‘flash in the pen' and does not last (ie. exert a long-tex 1—.. naive

political influence). It can uaefully be ignored: a 'soes:! c== De

tolerated anc ccm.e.'meﬂ.

= P 8 e LR
From these observetions the media's reaction can be seenl To Jell 12%0
&g " - S R
twe categories: marginalisation and trivisalisation, and ithe 'oorel panicl.

As in the itrest-ent of deviancy, the activity of the merchars is outside the

‘norm'. It ic = challenge to the status quc (the policy of increasing defenced

even if it is cunc‘uctec' w1th1n the 'legitimised' arens of resigisoce =

the organisec r..ene*tstratlnr.

. equally fit Cohen's definition of a 'moral panie':
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Youth sube-cultures have recently been defined as:
Howements which disturb a society's norest ive cooiour
== (and) mark the inception of trouh ling times -
especially for those sections of the populetio . whe
have pade an overwhelming commitment to 252 con- Ly ek ¥
of the status gquo. 'Troubling Times', wier gc eigl
anxiety is widespread but fails to find a= orgenised .
putlic or political expression, give rise %o %ie
L=sn1&t:ement of social anxiety onto a convenient scapegoat

(Hall and Jeffersca, =. 71)

Certainly those sections of the comnmnity committed to the ircresse of

militarisc are facing a r.:hallahge, but although it is !::._.'!..“. froo 'erganised

public expressicn' the situation is not allowed to rest there. The

torganised expression' (CND) itself becomes the recipient of displaced

socizl enxiely = Decause of its 'youthfulness' it becomes = 7e—r

convenient scapegoat.

This reaction to the growing support for the anti-nucles— rovere—t could

A condition, episode, persen or group of persons
eterges to be defined as a threat to sccxe.h, velues
and interests; its nature is presentec i- o

s.yiised
and stereotypical fashion by the mass "-em.e., *':a
2oral barricades are manned by editors, Lis —oD5,

politicians and other right-thinkine "E"DIE' socia

11y
accredited experts pronounce their £is wnosis and
E solutions.

(Cchen, p. 9)
ainly, very stylised inmages of the marchers were civen. The diversity
the groups was ‘stated in print ‘but the visual imates ‘Were o
e of t‘:e }rcurb.

vity. '!'El.{e

'!E"‘hri‘:e I'Ting ly

The pictures s:l*c:se"l were those "Eulﬁ'-!—ll'-- '“-“-'..._'i‘ul'

most flamboyant ocutfits were dmsen, the most colour
8, and the Dbest examples of che-_ntlng were found {nolably oo 42 ,E. ERC

: hullet:....-:l The anarchist hec.khng was increased durirg il “e shot of Foc:t'

1 = the action of a very smzil minority was taker as tynicel),

f Boral barricadés were manned (sic) by the 'experts', '*:‘c::o:.::ci-:g- their

e m=arch and the p-csslhle consequences [suc_- as ever s.‘.aﬁ-ting
Egual cpoortunity was not given to spokeslner..o:*_.-:. fron the

8ers or the marchers themselves.

& Dest the older generation was seen as migled

= carried awey Ly an
le euphoric;

et worst they were seen as opporiunista,

i for their own aims:




150,000 gathered in Hyde Park will do Little
harm...provided the responsible politicians,
reoain cool and leave it to the mob to get e=-
cited... But when such gatherings happen in
many Buropean cities the peliticians begin to
think in terms of votes and start thinking about
the 'spirit of the age'.

(Daily Mail, 26.10.8, p.6)

There is no absolute way of guaranteeing any cme tpreferred' reading: as cne
erample shows, & painted face can be an indicator of enthusiasm and festivity,
Yet it would perhaps be more
helpful if CND itself was not so divisive in its use of categorisatioms. Youth
it being a cont-

or used to indicate thga trivial show of it all.

jndicator of the movement's growing gupport, of
Y=t too much emphasis on youth

is helpful acs an

jmmum and not a motley band of 'old faithfuls'.

as an undifferentiated mass can aid representations of the event as marginal

and therefore unimportant, vhile also undermining one of the great strengths of
CND - its ability to unite all ages. Young people do not exist in a vacuum -

they are members of sub-cultures, political organisations, different religions,
- they are part of society

trade unions, the umemployed, ethnic mincrities etc.

on many levels. In being 5o, they are alsgo struggling on different levels.

- their future - cammot be complete solely with
1t is = particular kind of future vhich is

Their struggle for the future
the banning of nuclear weapons.
required and vhich must be fought for.

While we have concentrated primarily on the media reports of the denonstration
itself, it is not sufficient in this case to limit the investigation to such a
short time span. There are other informative and jnfluential sources which
operate before and after the da:_mnsi;.ratian which have a significant bearing on
but

attitudes and reactions. Yhat f{ollows is, in oeny respects, a diversion,

an important one if we are to view youth not as a single undifferentiated category

(divorced from the whole process of socialisation intc male and female categories
of 'behaviour' and 'interests’), and to see how the adoption of certain musical
forms can aid or hinder the popularity of CND. HMusie is, however, only one of
the media specifically directed at youth. This gsertion of the report concludesy _
therefore, with a short note on comics and magesines.

_}i_mi:: - the

Anti-Nucleoar Inﬂllzt_g:

I'm the man in grey

I'm just the pen at C & &

And T don't have a say

In the war games that they play.

-(Han at--C&A, The Specials,
Two Tone, 19380)

the war games have started again. Sc has the music The past

few years have wi :
. tnessed the re-emergence of the subiect of nuclear w i
popular' music circuit. ey

miclear attack:

| i Hany groups and individual! musicizns have protested
ay, into the charts, then certainly into public recogniti
1 on.

E]'tl mm " or Ethaﬂtlﬂﬂ

2 more popular the band
e band, the larger the expectad audience. As with the

" By : On the October Rally epecial areas

: gna ' music - a stage was srected on the Embanikment, vh

3 : there live

. entertained the assembled crowd LDefore -the march began ,
- & L]

= t rf T w - - p" ! d

<ers, a 'big name' is 2 crowd puller.

and singers weras

before the speeches.

lisations) reaffirmed the organisers' :righ for:

;I;:ma RglFrly and People's Festival, starting a.;t 1z
i« '*n. om then on until the speeches bégin a.rnulnﬁ
3«20 p.m. is Fesgtival Tige i ous

_ -at i
kinds, for steel, folk and jaz= ;::ﬁm;zr ity

singing and the lot... e i

of musical act
] h i i
8, bands, religicus hymn singing and slogan chanting

- 5 = ! i g - L] L] t -
5 : g

10 sense of unity, of belongi ;
¢ . ging to 2 vhole moveoent
R 2. 4 ; i cal s Or merely stand
D,_lm' 3 he children of Aldermaston marched to the protest s
» Joan Baez and Pete Seeger, so : 3

the '
o o London marchers stepped out

Yhile the organisers of the 'G0s and the '80s
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i i ces in music and
claimed 2 festival atmosphere, there remain marked differen

activity.

i peans the bulk of the
te ars made up DY no : iy
Mmrtt_‘izs}; a:l:ge sguare press consictently v}ameﬁﬂ :
hers, :
they did, they neverthelass ::aﬂg::‘ each march u;d -
ival of optimism. ... Deatniks - appear' TOom
e in their grime and tatters with the. ir slogan
wdauhejhﬂzem'a:? hats and streaming filthy hair, hme_r r-
ing their banjos, stnm:ing_ nggr&sgz?ei{:‘m;n thed s;usa_
jtars, blowing their antiguated c?rrn & s il
nunues ; Protest was associated with festiv: y- ere
LR cus
E:s a few feeling of licence grmntedt;y ti:venb: i
emns =
i i attitude of the ravers
humanitarian J

(Nuttall, p.%7)

- 3 t
M‘ in' changed with the passage ¢f time. When tho times did not change
are A .

S5y =

resentment at the situation people found themselves in.

‘Go Huclear the Covboy told me
Anéd who am I to disagree «.-

{The Lunatics Have Taken Over the Agylum,
The ¥un Doy Three, Chrysalis, 1981)

i i icl ing
The Lyrics of this song link quite interestingly with an article appear v
in the '"old days' CND lacks
i i Acass argues that even in
in The Sun, in vwhich Jon !

plausible villians.

Nobody in their right minds wanted to drop the b?sm;d
and so it was necessary to invent a view of thi:.! 0T

lunatics.
ruled by (malevolent)lunati (26.10.81, p.6)

1d an
But if the lunatics were in control of the world, then that wor waE

agylum. ;
lunatics would make preparations for the end of that world
una _

- ¥ L] - = tM
' metaphor is only too clear - the Hollywood hero 1s acting again in
' cowboy

sane

mo i iEy; t roles in.
gt important role of his life. Acting is one of the most importan .
. . E
=t of the world. The caricature of the 'trigger-happy covboy a
the history &

greatly for the revival of the movement .
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However, the changs in the erfresgion of feelings
pessinism instead of optimisn.

mentioned above did not signal

The growing resentment of the
channelled into a wish 4o say ‘Mot

situation is being

» ot into apathy.

They never asiked us if we vant a war
tho do they think theyire vallzing fer,
Co= we never get no Say,
They have to do it all their Hay.
Oh, we want no more of that,

You can't push us under the mat.
Oh, we want no mere of that ...

(No lore of That ,
Chrysalis, 19381)

Stiff

Little Fingers,

Yet we would not like to suggest that the gap between the two decades

Cbviously certain *anthens®

Was as
vide as it night seen.

are Dperennial as rallying
calls. Some

of the strongest exanples of this are from the works

ol John Lennon.
% His untimely death in 1980 (irenicaliy) a

ided the Peace Hovement and brought to

. the fore many of the feelings arprossed by anti=-nuclear supporters.

His songs
vere played relentlessly on the more popular radio stations,

Inagine and Give

a Chance were re-released in the hoose of ‘cashing~in' on the ir~= =f pub-

licity surrounding the death ©f: one vhc was being hail
is this uneasy relationship between

ess of record production,

ed as almost a saint. Tt
the musicians themselves and ths hole

distribution znd broadcasting that has been o -
8 in many studies of the music industry.

8 pricarily an inﬂu.-ztr-f governed by
Honey Dave Hark-or

The rusic business, like any other,

the nmotive of profit. In his booir Cne for
details the history of the record

industry and the im-
ications of having ownership

of not only production and distributiun, but algo

Shares in the varicus leisure industries concentrated in very few hands.

=8 Concentration of ovnership places a great deal! of power in the record

___-' - in the decisions of what ip produced » 9iven 'air-time' and what is

he need for profit leads to an over-

formulae, cn tried and tested formats
tifling any radical change or
___.- al

®d to sell. It is argucd that t
ration on 'succeasful ! and singers,
A consensus in music itz created -
formula which allows the industry to function orofitably with
of challenge or citicicri.  Any pockets of resi
Teectively dealt with by the r

creativity. '
little in
istance which £Dpear can
efusal of a recording contract er,
Wtion cutlets are controlled, by

vhere
the refusal to play that particular
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671
. licy cen be seen as reascnably effective as most public knowledge of o | |
. from the radio, televigion, or tha tracks played in the record .+« develop distinct patterns of life, and give
pusic will come from 10, ]

expressive form to their social and nmaterial life
==+ the way ... in which groups 'handle' the rav
naterial of their social and material eristence ...

ghops themselves. Hence any tban' will curtzil the number of people hearing
s ¥
the record and subsequently buying it, and favour the more available ‘popular

(Hall and Jefferson, p.10)

offerings.

- - - - t
This description is cbviously gimplified = great deal, but serves tc indicate

: . i anéd 'naturaliged’ Through the appropriation of a particular form of music or recording artist,
talternative music' to become absorbec an
a generzl tendency for < :

3 itimate circuit, and other cultural artifacts (such as clothing and literature), a new of
i ithin the norm - or excluded from the legi
= a form of contzinment within

i ial identity can be expressed and exr~c=icmoe .,
iti is i how people tend personal and socia v rpres pc
iv d recognition. It is interesting
left to struggle for survival an

Familiar froms
can be reworked by the group and imbued with another meaning, a symbol, a
secondary level of gignification.

z ]
to overlook or choose tc ignore such ‘tendencies's

All these forns of erpression and activity
are still part of the mainstrean culture, yet can be used to subvert those
dominant codes and beliefs.

Rock music is 'product', 'business' and sc on. It
is so obviously the case that we tend to forget.
Our favourite musicians and singers are, of course
imaune tc the debilitating effects_c-f COmMIErCEe.
They can see through the ezploitative system, even
ridicule it in their work. ‘Ilmre are, after all,
gome 'free' areas within the ousic industry. Or sc
we like to think ...we will do well to note how
jittle freedom from the profit motive, from mon-
opolising tendencies, anc¢ from l:ultura.l F:‘;L'p.l'l'-'}}_]ri"
ation even the mest radical-seeming institutions
have won.

In such a process music plays a fundamentsl role.

In one sense ... pop music is essentially part of
the mainstrean society, for capitalist ethics control
the record industry as much as any other. But the
ideas erpressed through pop songs oay be peotentially
and actually subversive of the established order,

and there can be little doubt that it is in pop
music, rather than in political or religious 1lit-
erature, that the values of the emerging youth
culture are expressed.

(Harker, p.105)

Hence music r.-.an only be a restricted form of resistance. Songs m.ay.‘be produced

t' thn - 'L"I'l" Piﬁ]

control on how i:he profits of their labours are gpent:

only is there a challenge existing within the established franework. The

local radic stations,
More independent record labels are

8 formed, some by indivicual groups themselves, such as "Two-Tonme,' or in
form of a‘'locally based press.

'+ for years that we did fev years have witnessed the growth of more comeric
e found out, and it wasn ye ve did,. .

that =ail the'hread we made for Decca was going into
‘making little black boxes that go i.ntt_: Americen

Air Force bombers to bomb ... Nerth Vietnam ... You
find out you've helped kill God imows how many
pecple without even knowing it...

(Keith Richard in Harker, p.107)

the re-emergence of 'priate' radio.

Not cnly dees this constitute a challenge
‘the existing large companies, but a breaking of their mononoly, Sinilarly
: ; 1 distribution. HMore cheaply produced alternative singles are being advertised
Nevertheless the great influence of music, especially on the lives of the young,

cannot be ignored. Music can be, and is, used ccm;truct:i_.vely in the formation
of particular groupings and sub-cultures to:

80ld through the more 'pregressive’ record shoos, or changng hands

through
h clubs or organisations.

i@ﬂﬂ:aﬂtly, perhaps, is the move from recorded to 'live! music as

of
importance to bands.

Alongside overcoming the initial problems assoc-
With making a record, this mcve allows greater access to a larger serction
commmnity. There has been an upsurge of new bands playing {largely with-

fit) in local pubs, clubs, discos, student unions and on protest rallies/
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8 - 13 years

marches. Many of the muzicians themselves are still at school or unemployecd. ks
1

The cost or hire of equipment is (relatively) cheap and the satisfaction and

enjoyment irmediate. A sense of belonging to a group of people whc can,

through the words of their songs, voice their own cpinicns, tell of their

mn ctrategies without the limitations

own erperiences and advocate their o

of the recerding contract is very strong.

This increase in participation is probably one of the most significant develop-

ments for CND. It is a resource which sho
boredom, lack of money and facilities and enctional

uld be used to its fullest advantage.

Along with uneciployment ,
problems, the threat of nuclear war ané concern about the future feature

ii1) Location:

strongly in the lyrics of this new generation of songwriters.

Little Boys - Little Girls

Comics

Little boys are given little soldiers to play with,
1ittle toy soldiers, 1ittle wars, little corpees.
Little girls are given 1ittle people to play with,

1ittle dollies to nurse, little wounds, little bandages,

1ittle corpses- ii) Recurrent themes:

The above guotation comes from an amarchist leaflet handed out to people on
the march - highlighting the progression of the child into adulthood: chanelled
through very rigid gender specific categories of behaviour and belief.

Men are taught to destroy their fellow men, and women
are taught to patch up this tattered reality, taught to
patch up this destructive reality and produce more raw
material (chiléren) for it ...

Even a brief encounter with children's magazines and conics immediately reveals
s sharp demarcation between the sexes in both form and content. Excluding the

which are more s=ually apbivalent,

"humorous ' cﬂ_nic:s, such as Beanc and Dandy,

a rough inventory of male/female roles and jnterests can be drawm. female doll (baby) and

in-arms'.
Man'.

Girls Comics

Younger age range: h:eginn:i_ug to read to 8. years.
1) HNames generally associated with thoge of 2 girl, eg. Iwinkle,
Jack and Jill. '

ii) Recurrent thenes: - helping others (via shopping, housework)
- acting as 'murse’ to injured toys or friendss 3
sr in a ‘pretend' hospital scene alongside

"Dy David’

 dualit

‘ ¥y can be further demcnstrated via teenage magasines though more
cal ‘

ly, as although a plethora of female artifacts e-ist (centred

Names continue to be those of a girl, eg. Bunty, Mandy, Debbie
ii) Recurrent themes: ; :

- strong emphasis on sporting events and ballet,
though general lack of other ;ﬁysic;l activity

- trying to 'right wrongs', and aid the less
fortunate (fighting emotional battles)

- mﬂiscﬂvu;ing lost family or relatives

- emphasis on the personality (worthiness) of
the hercine

- home, family, school (immediate social loc-
ation)

- past and present

- less 'fantastic' settings in the future

Age range more difficult to discern: approz. 8 - 1k years

i)  Name
s generally taken from actiom or qualities, eg. Valiant
Eagle, Shoot, Hotspur. :

action and adventure, physical feats perform

ed against all odds, battle, struggle

- stress on skill ‘and ingenuity

- ccmradeship and competition

- absence of family ties (free agents)

- past, present or future (cowboys, cashing
cavaliers, soldiers, football stars, spacemen)

- Interestingly, these 'herces' are noticeably

much older than the intended audience, vhereas

the 'hercines' are more closely identifiable

with the girls' own age group. :

'best friend' are counterpcsed to the gun and the
Little girls and little boys are as different as 'Cindy' and
- . m

]
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When we get a new Labour government ... wve will
trenslate these measures of nuclear disa—tapent
o . into practical acticp, Only by disarmament caz e
trio comics, especially science fiction magazines, properly protect our people.
= ture sSIrit o . . %
continued reading of adven il AR ELY provides useful information, {(The Sunday Tizes, 25.10.81, p.1)
i arch on this - — ;
. 2000 AD). Previous rese eotypes of masc- ;
9 i 'siﬁ on the creaticn of male and female stereotype i According to Taylor and Pritchard (1980: 116), the British Labour liovenent
for future discus ' . —— ion process of the : ¥ . 2 i 2
ulinity and:femininity, and their role in the ﬂ_ﬂclﬂlls"‘tl kas often shown a critical attitude to single-issue campaigns, such as those
on capital punishrent ang abortion. In their view, the crucial point iz a
adolescent.- :
: neglect of

1 1in BL'ICI'! campaigr
Er., 3 ncerns sSear

' in favour of particular constructed ‘realities’, Bec?use‘the Movement in the UK was cne gf_!‘.‘ifdi&-ilass
vhole 'arms debate', in favour radicalisn r_excellence a.'t‘td.m.'.a there;.o.-? largely
to CND and the wh : unconcerned with basic economic issues of Jous, invest-

' ment alternatives and so on, it failed to rm=lse the crucial
breakthrouch to the working class.

(Taylor and Pritcha-d, p,140)

3 Class . ‘ N
-_'I'l:mre' i i media's
direct references te class/class relations in the national
g tober CND march. But their virtual absence from the ceoverage
Oc r -
coverage of the

i f how
ir i CND, both in terms ©
in erplicit terms does not affect their importance to : 1 =
. future and how the movement is conceptualised and ¢ 290 - =
CND sees its onst te

Leaving aside their cocments on 'middle-class radicalis' u-%i: later, it
is worth examining their comments on the Labour Hovement, the worlting-class
end concern over economic issues.

- . class, and the -
= d its relation to &
i . snce include CND an
the media. Areas of import

It may be that ¢
unions) is wary

T

he Labour Movement (Parliamentary Labou-

of issues uncennected with economic guesti
this seems an oversimplification).

D.EI!E

ons (although even
In the Morning Star at the %i—e of the
there were frequent references to a need to link ile
CND_and Class
e ——— S —

figit over nuclear
: + - papons t e z
~ : = + by Stuart Hall in their book The Protect 0 ot_er, eccnomic, issues.
itc d cite a common y
Tﬂrlar mﬂ Prltd'lﬂr . 5

o ;i a" for the success of
. CND wvas. '"bizarrely unprepare
Makers (1980: 118) that CND

e, for exanple, is Gordon HcLennan:
: e in 1960. CND .=
e Part}r Conference in 7
. i resclution at the Labour
the TGWU unilateralist =2

++- Mrs Thatcher could he forced into an
i . inag this major breal
3 . ty of consolidating
slip the opportunl
was seen as letting

election
next year, by a combination of the mighty covement
for disarmanent seen in Saturday's gigantic demo
: result g '
St oy to forge links with the Labour Movement, with the Ly the B.L. workers' struggle ... are
becmme. if, *SA.ER . ted at the conference the following year.
i defea’ at.
that the resolution was

5y the solidarity

Jobse and in

of workers in defence of each other's
supporting each other's wace clains.
(Morning Sta-, 26.10.81, 'p.3)

v : t's comment the week
CND.  But, in view of what happened 20 years ago, Bruce Kent's -
- k|

' Bhould be noted here that he did continue to include the strugale against

) Similarly, the miners! leader, Hick licGahey,

.and for women's rights.
g i k..
before the march seems rather worrying: .
AL EE . : s
don’ i tics yet. We haven
't think we have any tac e
:;ad time. The revival caught us as much by surpri

It is trades unionists above £11 who st fight
as anyone else.

the obscenity of £12 billion spent on nmuclea-
weapons and destruction, while four illien
could produce useful and needed goods ad services
are deprived of the right to work.

(The Sunday Times, ©5.10.81 p.i}_

w0

Zet T o . . - iy T E‘ 1 p = =
al seem unwise to ﬂepend too heavily on-the 196l ::c-nfer?m:_ col:
would also deped . : ; |
p mli' WW ieaﬂer, Michael Foot, was himself careful w.
it i k2
words at the rally, with little policy coomitnent

(Horning Star, op. ci%
‘8lso significant that some trade unionists had refused
Be of what they saw as

JO0-relatea issues,

o affiligke with
retegy in the movement
Reports concerning the refuss1
€es Association to affiliate stated that:

Ameong those opposing affiliation were representatives
of defence workers who have yet to see that action for
Peace need not be an attack on their jobsa,

(Morning Star, 23.10.81, p.1)

a lack of concern ang st

r

of The Civii and




66.

& — I R L O T
So it does seem ithat it is not only a question of 'jous ot bolas’,

but of allaying ithe fears of many workers about possible jo> losses:

'"What jobs without bombs?!

But it seems too neat to suggest tha the working-class is interested in

nothing unless it is linked to jobs. Jobs are not the oaly ceed concers

of people. T'i.e have other desires, not the least of which could reasonadly

be expected to e & des.—e to avoid incineration/death fro= rediation. To set
up a mechanistic view of workers as only 1nterested in jobs {and noney) is to
accept media stereotypes.

One further point comnected with the quote above can be mestioned here.
As will be shown iz the next sect1ou, the medu: can be geen as inlent on

¥

Itrendias' for

marginalising CIID as 'radical middle—class' and full of
reasons of their cwn. This may have unfortunate repercuasions on CiD as far

as working-class support is concerned. As Taylor and Pritchard siate:
However mucih this may have been a caricstiure of

the lovement, it was o psyciological barrier Deliween
the working class and the Movement, and one wiich wes,
ang is, continually reinforced by a hostile media

(ermphasis added). : ]
(Taylor and Pritchard, p. 110)

The Media and Cless
There are two aspects of the media's representations of CID by means of class

connotations that we can mention here. The first concerns the effect on

CHD of a media construction of a 'Hational Interest', and ihe second relates
to the marcinalisation of CHD, in the popular press in particular, by depictimg

it as 'trendy, niddle-class radicalisa'.

The former refers to the way CND as » protest movenment is seen as a danger
to the 'Hational Interesi! by providing a site for 'exiremistis! bent oo
fccording to The Daily Telegraph editorial

The three main streacs (of CND) are those cernerated

and mobilised by political class warfare, by Teligious elements

and by other activists using ooral argu—exzts. The class-
warfere element is most influential behind the scenes and most

widespread in day-to-day activities owing to tle whole

range of party political and trade unicn orﬂa.,iaau.iml..» at

its disposal.

class warfare.

{26.1n.31, p.1&)
Ve should noie here that a reader does not come across an event 'cold'!. In
this connection, & wiole ranpe of images concerning class wa-fare, trade .
unions and party political orpanisations was constructed before the issue in
which the editorial quoted above appears. In the same way, iie comnection of
CND to 'the intermational Commmist movement' (Daily Mail, 26.10,51, ».) and
the 'Commmists and the Trots' (The Sun), connects the movement to 'militants
and extremists' previously defined in other issues of the pﬁf:ers as threatenimg

the "National Interest'.

67.

The second aspect was the attempt to underplay the ness movesent character
of the event o marginalising it as middle=class - _r;,—:_vi_:__cal middle-class,

with inages of 'irendy'! middle-class youth "letting their hal= dowm? ia a
march which was seen as almost having the air of a2 pon-Tegtiva® CliD's own
insistence that it wanted a joyful event could be seer as leaving itgelf
open to this media construction. The media's depiction s %he co—position of
the marchers also added to the mar ginalisation, emphasisinc 3zt the marchers

were scmehov 'weals! middle-class, as with:

Fany of those who surged to Hyde Park on Seturdeyr
were actual or potential SDP voters.

fezong such people, the same kind of wellers anizg
trendiness makes them want te ban the hogh =nc
love Shirley Williams,

{Dﬂilx Mail, 26.10,31, .5}

This portrayal of CHND as a primarily middle-class moveme : raio® he telen

together wits the other ways in which the popular press stienpied to
marginalise the demonstration - as youthful or naive, for exa--le. The

problems pocsed for CHD itself are fundapental: they go

T gl T
u_ —— -—

than changing

ok 1
the movement's image. They concern its class character ==d the difficulties

of constructing a cross-class appeal.

&. CND - [ Thiter than White Issue

Of all the theoes discussed, race was the most mubmer ged. It cppesrs

b Ty, = v r = > = 2 - -
talmost totally absent. Yet, once again, if we pinpcint the racial cootent

o N SRR N - =
Of elements in the debate, we can see that it is structured in 2 particular
way.

& pepular device was the use of lists of categories of oeonle,

b o
sations cr constituencies, of an apparently mutuslly erelusive Irind:

——

Tnere were punks and crey-haired mmns, toddlers and
chiléren in prans, trade unionists. ara TounC vooen
wit :—:- p.t:unted faces. There were poets aceing: +lo Doma,
sclentists against nuclear arms, teachers fo- Descao,
anG women for life on earth.

(The Observer, 25.10.31, n. 1)

= race appears in these lists, which is rarely, it is sepa-ated off
l the rest of

the official organisations:

It was a day for all ages, reces and creeé 5y = CEY '
I{}:_' trades muomsts, Christians, Communisin, and
LaScur Party supporters. - =

: (Horming Star, 26.1C.C1, ©.1)

¥ B . -1 i hi i
¥ were the demonstrators seen primarily as white., Toe reir speskers

Passing references to the Germen officer and tle iroshins vietim.

5 t‘inger “acxal groups were reported, as in the Sumday o 2y Zopresyg, from

e R .

4
Bt of view of their novelty wvalue. Hence the

rlacazd advocating



o8.
'Land Rights fcr Lhorigines' became yet another emusing 'cuizic' of the
festive occcesiol. ANY serious aspects of the statement ecole sumerged

- it becomes yet another ‘tag!, yeti emotler ‘eeupe' to

by its amusenent value

put on a trendy alternative badge.

immges

back very far to recall very gifferens

o

age oo

One deoes not have to go

of racial mirorities in this country. In the report +=a 1051 Hiots,

jn Brixton, Toxteth and Moss Side, black (youth) was in definite cppositicn

to white [policefauthorityfénciety}. The harmoay of =

A s T
el wk™i acilios

society

Because of thio ecoocigtion between

was broken by = disruptive black element.

no Ce-castretion can

riotous demonstration and blackness in our scciety,

avoid potential comnnections with race related issues. Indeec, =C bas heen

argued elsewiere, Tace is one of the main forms through weick the comlemporary
crises in Sritish scciety are experienced. In this case, GD's neaceful

-

tration could, potentially, be mobiliced acainst tie col

if, on tkhe other hand, CHD resorts <

e =ctions

must

lacti

denons
of black pecpla.
expect to Le commected negatively to black struggles.

a 1=

o di7ect actio: it

A =ipilar set of comnections can be established beiween ter—c-isg-, race and

the nuclesr issue. Ye have already noted the importerce civez to the story

#iom, . Two furiiher points

Py

of Sir Steuvert Pringle on the day of the CHD demons

can be made here. First, terroriss is seen as an external o allen Iorce

intruding o= the British domestic scene. Even the IRL ig ofter portrayec in

this wey. Very often, however, the portrayal of terrc

cally racial dimension: the source of ihe threat is the Thirc Vorld,

Iran, Palestize or Librya. Secondly, it azppears worse fo- ome —en {(in this

case) to be attacked by a terrorist bomb - more horrific, more irnhuoene -
then the obliteration of milliocns, and the injuring of wa-y thousancs 0CTE,
Violerce on the domestic fromt is moTe e=horred than the

by a neutros boz.
many wars waich the Western countries have directly or imdirectly encaged
in, or those that they envisage in the lvture.

The debate is —acially framed in oter woys. It is overvieloi=cly concerned

with relations between the U.S.A., U.S.S5.R. and Burope. Uelve slready noted
since 19L45.

, which almpost always implies the insanity ef

the fictiom of 'no war' We might alsc note the dread of
fproliferation’ tig-world
leaders or the instability of non-white regimes. These exe scex 23 laciking

a planneé¢ strategy of defence of their own, certeinly one isdenendent of

super-power interests and calculation.

potential of CIiDD in relatioh

——

Against all this, we are struck by the positive
]

iz

to race. CID is sn issue and 2 movement wizich unites - iz

~ign involves e specifi-,

scpecially |

69.

+ e T 342 =
of a few marcinal political groupings, or young pecople with
to do', i -

'molhing

Setter

& great signifyinc force of the strencth of Selie” Sei-ng ole t
X OBLYIer 3 wfy Ei o

LR

overcome raciel prefudi stk ;
1 preludice. With many multi-racial groups, lile e

Seat!
and 'The Soecials! i i
1 Pecla’s'!, declarimg their support for CHD's oollcien in verhael

t nis or throu i
statements or thrcugh the lyrics of their songs. there e-i

s .
fa g

= - B exXn: - - L

i i} _—
comion cause, peoble uniting in racial harmnnx
exzemnples of thig

thig unity s g
= 1ty of peoples, whatever colour or relicion, cazx cnly be
beneficiel. } “

Imagine there's no country,
i isn't hard to do.
Nothing to kill or die for,
ind no religiorn too.
I?agine all the people,
Living life in peace ...

You may say I'm a dreamer,
But I'm not the only ocne.

I hope some day you will join us,
fnd the world will be as one

Inagine no possersions,

I wonder if you can.

lfo need for greed or huncer
& brotherhood of men.
Imagine all the people,
Sharing all the world ...

{ou may say I'nm
But I'm not the only one.

f hope some day you will join us,
And the world will live as cne ...

a dreamer,

(Inagine, Jokn fenro::)
latter verse of the qucte that another irocta:
%o light - that of greed and hunger, t - w
2 Third World,

It is in t-e

2
1t ipaue 5

come
bt & 5 = i
he gaping divide Detwee: 4he Wes: and

ey e

While enormous emphasis is mlaced on £

oy
adls o

ol Donoy

Being coc-- i :
; Spent on increasing armanments by the U.S.4 Britai-

forcef: ; i i
ful corparison with the linited rescurces devoted

-9

and the U.S.5.R.,

- te piAToA das
liof the Third World is pointedly lacking. As with: the =— -rét*hs:E:EID;-
tiler, in relation to the growth of unemployment and the é;;TiP;- ?hj:Ed
..”jervices, & mere call for less expenditure in one narﬁicu;a; gj;abJE o
8] Decones an empty ery without reasoned gualificatios. Such “rependous

Sy Dot ol e i

| 1y 2t home, but in aiding other countries of
. Star remecked that it was *
T Breclage--

43

tiie world.
: he 93-year-old veterar pesce campeigmer
who bDest set the + = ’
i = ocne of th .
: e afterncon:
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0. PART IV: COIICLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
I ———r —_— T oS
: . han the end cZ
i e 4 thing even bicger than P -
—““; - 2:3;2; ) We have heard of Si:r::.:_l-_:r..1 In our contacip with Several local CND groups we have me* the Gelief t:hat
=uclear JRORLE: e TR BN _ "
with a new face. This is a F:e?w:.ent f o S the media covVerace of the October Demonstration was grelifyingiy succeszful.
:-i+7-. a new face, to establisk human righes i

wie~e and end poverty for £00z people cn the Verge Often this ook the form of an iomediate Pleasure, Ha-v EFpccters of the

of starvation. N ' ’ Bovement were pleased, rather in the spirit of 'Did you cee ne o- the telly?r,
s 01, . = - .
_ at the ghee= visibility of the neverent. There are, perlana, two dimensions
an e = T Ar i11W. 5
It is a pity —ore people did no of this pleagure: a- exhilaration at apparent success, oftell 2 product .of

actunl participation; and a belief that visidility in itnels camol be put
Success withip our grasp, signalling, perhaps, a recicsl ci*:e:.:la in polilic
opirion. Certainly this is one set of real effects, cne ponsitle rezding,
A:j:ir iags movement mmst depend, in ways noted in our il:ti"ﬂsﬂl‘.c’;iﬂ.ﬂ‘ upon
vigibility a2 ouslicity., This is an elenentary conditicz Tor- increasi=

: support. In such circumstances, any coverage is better Lho- ngra,

He have alsc argued, however, that there are limits to any mrely Touventita-

tive' view of tids kind. The 'quality' of the coverage also iatlers., The

question ig hov we can assess these qualitative aspects,

ﬂu-mghm.tt this report, we have trecated such qualitetive cueclons less as

a matter of Sias and more as a construction of what we rrve called Virezps!

and 'openings'. By 'traps' we mean weys of representing the ~cament which,

s owi opinion, work to counteract CND's own aims. Thes2 c-e 'irapz! because
ﬂﬁ.ur are easily fallen into, hard to escape from, and not cluers easy *o detect,
By 'openings' we mean possibilities which exist in the releva=t Zields of-
debate for cvercoming such obstacles, seizing initiatives of arcrment, a-
eircumventing or deconstructing the arguments of opponentic. Is whei follows -
e summarise our findings in these terms.

Openings and traps exist on two main levels: in fterms of the argrments end
themes of tlre dedate itself and in terme of the organisatio- of medie
Production. We shall concentrate mainly on the first level - since o= own -
: Competence as students of culture nalr;ljr_lies there, Tut e end witl pome
Points about the second. & A5

the most important of the mum‘tiv‘e'ﬂi*gu:innts and

“ore CiD's biggest pitfall. The paradigm statemert is that liato is the
Peace movement'. Here the ground is shifted from 'peace! (with its

8 combinstion of popular and utopian elements) to 'delence!, as

e = °Aly meens to (a limited) peace. It is only by deter—inc ihe agcressor
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that peace is secured for the nation, in concert with the intermational

military a2llies of the West. Ner is this the end of peradoes: if the military

secures peace, »eaceful demonstraticns risk war. In o =ctice this mesnns constant

military vigcilance, escalating weaponry, and an escalating srgoment, 100.
iectively,.

ClDers are seer to threaten the military preparedness of tie lest.
if not by irtection, they undermine the will to defend. ic e shall see, this
is easily exte=ded to the next argument - which we cell itle 'Red Tran'. But
whet is it thot we defend? Not merely peace, but the British {or /imerican)
way of life, especially its u:niquﬁ freedomns. The U.S5.5.8., o7 contrast,
represents the denial of all fr‘eeduna and the permanent timreat of comramist
world domination. Thosewho are oblivious to all this must e either meive or

subversive. Unilateralism is particularly vulqe__:*:-.ble o= this score.

Our analysis ougcests that it is ineffective to responc oy attecpiing te
return the =rgument to the moral sbsolute of 'peace'. . Better cpenicgs are
offered by the I:'D"‘tr&ﬁlctlﬂnﬁ in the conservetive case or =y the unecvering
of the coftex hidden premises on which the whole deter'r'enoe argunent ulitimately
rests. The costradictions are many. There is a central poral contradiciion:
the justificefion of brutal means (preparation for war) by desired ends
(péace as the atsence of war). The chief strategic contradiciiox is the dis=_
proporticnete vuinerability of European populations in a= zlliance of Western
states. The cihief tectical contradiction lies in the - sropensity of
Americen leacers to blow the gaffe aboutthe possibiliiy cf = limited nuclear
war in Furcpe. re is ]}ler;t‘] of scope here for CND, especizlly in these
questions: what ki-d of peace is 'guaranteed' by the prepzrction for:wer. IS
such a state, indeed, really peaceful? Yhose peace is securec? Duat we
believe that tie most promising openings lie in questioni=g the presise o
which the whole defence/deterrence argument rests. It rests o & particular
representation of the post-war imternational 'settlemenl! a=d of Scitaisds
place in a network of alliances. In this representzaticn the cold war Decomes

perma=-frost. The eristing map of alliances,.the way the world is divided,

eternal. We enter a sclid state, without history, whit:f‘ stopped at the peint
where Sir Winston Churchill identified the Soviet Unicrn as tle new enemy, end
the United States as the dominant power within fthe Engli sh=gnazlting people's
Britain's loaos of an imperial role further sclidified this set of rational
identifications. An h;iz:t'::.--r-i::.z:l_l].:.ir specific situsation and sot of partisem
strategies comes tn_be_fle;msented', therefore, as a permanent 'fact of life',

to which we must simply adjust.

strategically =nd ideuli:gicelly, is frozen, hard, immovalle, unchsngeaile, 3
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Against this il peems to us that CND (and especially END) stands for a more
properly historicel appraisal of developments within and Setieen :r‘ates..

This points to & radical redrawing of the map of 1nterr_._.,1r;“_n.1 alliances and
identifications in which the Buropean dinensions are of grest (Tut not e:;clu--
sive) importance. We cannot enter this extensive debatie ere, excert to note

that this line of argument radically undercuts all the mos: comfident conﬁérm.
tive presumptions,

The Red Trap

Given the existence of an allegedly inmplacable external foe deterred oaly

by = nuclear arsenal, CHKD can easily be identified as any enerty gympathiser.

The rigid and Dureaucratic statism of the Soviet Unien is easily irennformed

into images of an incursive internatioml cotrunisrs Thic 'eco—unissi {caspite

its evident creakiness) is then comnotatively connected to =11 forms of

e —

terrorism or subversion whose particular genealogies are reglected. All

riots and demonstrations are organised by comrunists., The '..'!:ui-e spectri of
oppositional activities, from peace cnops to IRA bombs, cre orclestreted, of
course, by dediceted left-wing activists. CND is just cne of those ocany
*ell-meaning ™ut nsive organisations used by the Reds. Purthernore, in ixg
demonstrations ClID is equated with =11 those who engage i Mmiawfpl!' activities
on the streets - rioters, muggers, pickets. It is made to represent, i- this
way too, 2 threat to law and order, parliamentary democracy amid asn unsiable,
internal 'pesce!'.

{1 - 2 y ] 3
ocking their children in there, too), exercising their democcrstic rights

at five-yearly intervals through the ballet box. They, toc, must 'sit i
out, oy dea-'.

Hespectable citizens stay quietly in their orivete houses

Only communists, extremists or "peliticallyspotivated!? persons
attend meetings in public places, leaflet demcnstirate, or use their rights of
public speech or assembly. If the U.S.S.R. is the enemy without
Reds are the enerss within.

y %hen the

There in cur vi i o

. are, 1o cur view, two main ways out of this trap. The firgt is to take

he i n the practi | por
offensive iz the practical battle over liberties. Ii is inortant to

concen
trate on the m.u.stant:nre infringements of liberties e-tailed Ty an

illctua.a b
3 ingly mdlitarised state, #aﬁng on bqth m_:rrkir!g-claas traditions of




solidarity and the liberal demand for individual rights. =Zve: the present
government is sensitive to contradictions which may arise we= non=viclent
peace-marchers face the forces of police, army and the mucles— giated The
new version of the Home Guard, experimentz1ly deployed close ito named sites
for the Cruise missiles, is the most obvious response io Jears of such =
coming confro~tstiion. But involved here is the whole paraplermalia o
surveillance, policing and authoritarianism which, as muen recent commentary has
stressed, has beoome characteristic of British state forms in tie 1970s and
1980s. CHD is ceatrally invelved, in the necessary exerciss of its om

democratic rights, in the more general struggle.

There is a further dimension to the issue similar, in form, lo our ergusent
about cdeterrence. Just as international alliances are leld ic have ossified
in the post—war period, so there has been a freezing-over of tie internal
political system, too. British parliamentary democracy is a completed and
perfect system no longer 'capeble, it seems, of further historical develcpment.
Vet 25 a movenent of the pecple agzinst the centres of npower, CIID oore than

any other orgarisation, represents the desire of a deepeninc or extension of

democratic practices at a time of considerable disillusiomnment witlh politicians
and with formal political routines. We consider this one of our most inportarnt

arguments, for the terms of conservative rhetoric are actuelly here reversed

CHND is necessarily involved in considering the icplications of its own acts

and arcumenisS.

The Class Trap

The traps of class, gender, yguth and race operate differently from those
examined so far. They depend less on erplicii: arpucents, Dore upon impiicit
associations, identifications and oppositions. They alsc worlt differently
depending which sccial group ie the subject of & news gtory e=d vwhich is

constituted a8 its sudience.

2

The class trap derpends upon estahiishing the middle-cless character of CHD as
a movement, therefore,for working-class peﬁple, its minoriiy o- "Iringe! statiee
This is the characteristic move of the popular Conservetive press. In itself
this distances CI'D from a2 potential working-class membership, essential for
its success an a mass movement. But the trep works best whes the 'closs-ness'
of CHD is comnected to other popular representations of its choracter = its
lack of rezliss or practical common-sense, its somewhat leisurelr celebration
of dissent, its heterogeneity (those random lists of persons ad organisations)

its general airy-fairiness. In all these interlocking ways, woridro—class
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viewers and readers are invited to see CHD as "them' znd ng* Tegt,

It must e aduitited that CND often falls for this ore. I*s zppeal ig
characteristically 'lumanisi' in the sense that the strugole for surviwval

for the whole human race cbscures the force of social divisiens and relations.
There is a probles about CND's largely middle-class che—actor and its
tencency to sulordinate everyday considerastions to larce roral icperstives
end grandiose aims. One particular feature here is the tendency te reglect
the reasl econcmic stake of many working-class (and micddle~class) pecple in
the design end production of weaponry, the problenm of Erealding izio the
circuit of the arms race and of economic dependence on tle p==tentg
indusiries.

Yet there are real cpenings here toc. It is important tc raipe, in concert
with CND's main arguments, the issue of the social use value of economic
production and the possible shape and forms of produciicn for peace.

There zre connteciiuas to be made with parallel debates abcocut socially-useful
products - those iritiated by, for example, the Lucas Aerospace shico=otewards
combine. It i=s hard to imagine = more ultimately wastefu! fom: of production
than the capitalist production of military armements, Simile-ly, pince

large amourts of pullic money are invelved, CND can malke its owm interventions

in the debates about public expenditure zand the socizl wage.

It is in CND's owm interests to be fully conscious of its relations to =2
politics of class. One of the most sincerely hcped=-for cuicomes of Conservative
politics is the deepening of oppesitions beiween = radical =it serginalised
middle-class movement and a conservative working-class. Preventisg this is nd
a matter of some purely external relation to "the Lebour Hovemen:t!, T needs

to speak direcily to working-class pecple, too. It a2lsc reeds to lisien very
hard - tc its om working-class merbership.

The Gender T-en

B e .

Here again a close, if connotative, connection is made Deiween CID anéd =

Particulsr social group - in this case women. CHD is connctatively feminine.

This icentification, however, works very differently for men a=d “or women

and for those within and outside the movement.

Fi = -

Or women inside the movement, CND's fenininity is a perticular source of
Strength, especially when allied to a feminism. The movenarl too drawe great
interna) strengtl from this association. For many woren (IID p-ovides a form

‘_‘f Politics in which the issues of personal life cen be given & public force

Platform. For een, especizally for men influenced o7 feriinisn, CID =ay
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provide a mere opel CO context where 2 nev political relstionssiy

be developed, outside the very masculinist styles of ortiioaos:

jpcluding tese of ihe Left.

| 3 T )
For men cutside the oovement snd for wopen untouchec =7 = femimast sSell
assertiorn the comnotatively fenminine charscter of O wm=y fu=tier pas-ginzlise

i iti el i dot=i1l. this ocender
the movemen:t es 'serisus politics'. As we have arguac 1n COuZs-. iis gende

structuring of e delate is pervasive, especially in <le

deterrence,

Insofar ac CIC uses this feature, which often repsinc nrofou=diy vnecnsclious,
L z Pi1v i - P oam OTes B T 1433
especially foo men, it is necessarily involved in &n ore——az—cing pelities of

+o resl:; gome of the

gender. I* rust in fact be in the tusiness of helpin

most powerful st ectypes in our scciety, especially tke persistent oic oppressive

division of tuilic issues from personal experiences.

The Youth Teon

N

As we haove seen, the theme of CND youthfulness n=y =lec Dervie o —arcinzlise

the movemen-. The more innocucus connotations are, ot s precent, the more

usual: = festive frivolity, naivety, innocence led Ly egeing dellmfogERTY.

CND itsel? hes so—etimes laid this trap for itself, in, Zoo erermiae, its
press hendouts. Like all the associaticns with which wve lLave doell, Lovever,
youthfulness is doutle—sided. There exists ancther set of sgao cipgtions that
present ycutl especially male and mcre especially black #~d suo- nitirel male
youth, as devia=t oi- riotous. These two seis af connotaticrs represent,

respectively, ycutil in its active and passive momenis.
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It is as if the only activity of the young that is newswortly i
sentatle in te-ms of threct. Part of the sane post-war setller 2ot thet Drought
in the cold wer sev the emergence of youth as a particule e=ly novel and rich
fiel?¢ of consuvneris: development - as a market in itself a=d ac a treiniag-
ground for acult consumerism. It has remained a highly controdictery field
ever since, the more so with the remarkable back-firing of the cotmercial
exploitation of popular rmusic and the dramatic economic end institutional
redefinition of the youthful transition in the 1970s.

This poses perticular dilemmas for CND, which ic necesserily ectangled in the
pelitics of ihe generaztions. If CHD can draw on the rejocticn of the natterned
model of 'ccod citizenship!, it alsc faces the sancticnc of nocal Banics
against the youllful sub-cultures. This includes, Dot ac 2 noo
and as a2 rezl opering, the challenge tc. the “Fominant modes of masculind

which is now = rorked festure of sul-cultural performsnece od siyle.

isgues wiether it lilkes it or not.
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it is precisely tais network of issues and meanings thel provrides (1D srith

some of its most rescoant possibilities At stake i= the right of youmg

people, as Tecrers of the future, to self-organised aciivily, very different

from the forms of coercion and semi-conscription envizsaged ©r the Conservative

theorists of ilevoutl problen., Howhere is the need of CiID To present itiself
as a movement of fﬁ}éfﬂceE. each with their semi-indeperces: Initirlives and
a real autcuorry, more evident. But this is not of courpe o zivocaie & kind

of ageism; for 211 cur pesple, young and old, have an irteresI I 2 war-free

future.

The Race Trap

He heve arcuec tiet roce, of all our themes, is the mosil silissTanearn and

therefore, uliicately, the post inhibiting. Since there in, &5 yel, o
clear identilication of CHD with black dissent, exces! tecfwmps throuch music,
even the conser-aoiive rhetoricians, quick to play the rocict spd olsewhere,

-

ret Sleyed it here. But race is an issue for G012 motetlhwless.

]

have not
The anti-ruclear movement, universzlist in its clsios eod est treditions,
still werke witidin lipitations that are, at best, Buroceniriz, and therefore
unconscicusly racisty racist often by omission. It percllels the GClindspots
of '"third world'! isternationalism, in which non=-Barcpess pomulstions ate

presentec, one—disensionally, only in terms of Dessivity a2

2 ¥ SR 1
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physical need.

Part of that redrawing cf the map of international sy—peti:ies we sncke of
ezrlier involves ceriocus address to neoples for whem irnter—gicie nolities are

net centrally matlers of a bip-power peolarisation, yet viose dosestic politics

suffer gontinuallr fron bige-power manirmulstions. This lexle-—ol! iggue is
intimately rel=ied io 'internal' pelitics, for ihe black neoples of Sritain
are increasingly conscious of their different, connecied snd cfie: antegenistic

history. CMD is cine of the few progressive movements wit!: & legecy of enti-

imperizlism and = concern for the dialectics of dopestic 22 i-ternetimmal

processes. It has a particular copportunity and responsi:

[ T T
Liir nate.,

Some Objecti

b e ¥ 3 a3 - | 7
But should CiD, it may be argued, really take on sc many isstes and of guch
diverse kinds? 11 they not divert the novement froo its cortzcl afps and
immediate cijectives? I cur whole argument is correct, the-c iz one clear

answer to this uncerstandable objecticn. CND is alrescy ezlL-oiled in tiese

Its success or failvre, It the nost obvious

immedisie ?e;pents, depends on how it handles these mohili
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themes. This point may be further reinforced with ocne furile:- ilivstration,
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which also has the advantage of stressing now the men work in combination, or
are articulated. Our example is Paul Johnson's 1150,000 Reasons Not to Panic'
(Daily Mail, 26.10.81, peb), a classic, in its ways of anti-CND propsaganda. Broum), but are they not a rather feminine lot? Together, Johnson's ovm combin-
We may listen here to the range of associations CND's enemies may marshall. ation of themes - his ideclogical problemstic - produces = particular sei of
This article was, of course, about the best way to secure 'peace'. It carefully opoositions or dichotomies, things 'we' see as "us', against things definitely
juxtaposed 'peace crowds' {which are peculiarly volatile) with 'the rest of alien to our world:
us' who have lmarned "to keep our heads - and our powder dry', and, 'in a lawless - - R .
and dangerous worlde... to carry a big stick'. Heré we have the familiar 'then'’ 'us!
struggle over the term 'peace’ jtself (and over the cognate terms '*pacifist’, crowds voters
‘unilateral' etc.). In this struggle Johnson marshalls every possible historical zobs responsible politicians
resource from 'appeasement' and the Oxford Union debate of 1933 to earlj CliDa : manipulation 'keep our heads'
His piece is less obviously about Britain's place in the world. It assumes, youthful mature
rather, the rectitude of Mrs. Thatcher's 'maximum possible encouragement to i emction reascn
President Reagan'. 'Pacifism' is not an alternative strategy of defence collectivities indivicdunis
(or of anything else). It is, rather, 'an emotional spasm'. Much more (Femininity)? {(Masculinity)?
obviously present is our third theme - CND and a general politics - but here o —
of course in the Conservative mode. The key opposition is that between 'the
crowd' or 'eob' manipulated by 'Large numbers of dedicated organisers' and the This is a pearticular version cof anti-CND Conservatisn, owing much to the liail's
'responsible voter'. CND and 1ts predegessors are accused of failing ever gsolidly Thatcherite politics and Johncon's ¢wm brand of socizlist and pacifist
to elect a single MP. The volatility of erowds is compared (with hushed baiting. But we hope our more general! conclusicn ic clear. If CHND's enemies
reverence) to 'the calm and privacy of the General Election booth'. Johnson's already employ these themes as 'traps', rust not CND's supperterc address a
avowed political worry is characteristically parlismentary: will the vote- similar range of themes {and others) as openings?

catching SDP be tempted to flirt with unilateralism:
Structural Aspects: Linits ond Recommendstions

Its Liberal allies have already largely surrendered

to the bomb-banners. This report has stretched, in 211 honesty, well beyond cur own erpectations. U
Many of those who surged to Hyde Park on Saturday mem.it P— ) o ations. e
were actual or potential SDP voters. Among such people ady implies tactics and strategies frem within its very znalyses (as
the same kind of well-meaning trendiness makes them well as meny imponderables that are not going to go away). There are, however

g : ,

want to ban the bomb anéd love Shirley Williams - though
these two emotions are, in theory, mutually exclusive.

(Daily Mail, ope cit.)

definite limits to political calculations of this hind.

. : The most important lic: n " - .
This last passage is an excellent example, too, of the ways in which the AIL R Xeme e :1the existing crganisation and contrel of the
jmost powerful of the public media”

subterranean themes may structure a contribution like this one. It is useful to . Although we have stressed the diversity

of media ané the importance of

ask who exactly are the well-meaning persons? They are certainly young, neglected areas like the Dusie industry, even

these oedia P
as the rest of the article makes clear - though there are also the old orators' are hardly popular in the sense of popular conirol.

survivors from an earlier phase, and, of course, those sinister 'organisers'.

Mugic, moreover, is a somewhalt special case. There is little chance that The

Are they not also members of the middle—class, or the sons and dsughters of
Lunatics Have Taic :
Talten over the Asylum will appear as 2 hecdline in The Sun over a

professionals, a little pampered perhaps, Very different from your average,

: 2 .tﬂ-‘_l:r about Rea ' ez . R
lower-middle class,striving Daily Mail reader? And are they not a bit like ut Hez in's address to the British nation. Ané mediz like The Sun are a

Mch more typical product of the tightly controlled and owne? corporations that
Sninate the mediz industries.

ad

Shirley Williams too, a2 bit whacky, 2 bit too 'nice' for their own good, a
shade 'feminine'? The gender based themes are hardly as explicit here as They rarely zliow he more liberal access to the

they are elsewhere (*We must steel our nerves to face him dewn' - Sard Geerge
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=eans of commmicative reproduction end distribution that can characterise the
contract between a recording company and musical group. CND must cperate, then,
institutionally as ideologically, in conditions that are not of its o'm malking

ané which constrain it structurally.

The difficulties of establishing large scale and viable aliernatives are qqualllr
daunting. Sesnity ané Peace News are cne thing; a major left or radiecal liberal

newspaper another. The costs of capitalisation are mascive. Assocciated He'.*spapers

Ltd has ready-made investment in plent and distribution nctworks, but the launching

of a Sunday edition of the Mail will still cost in the region of thirty milliom

pounds! Such :linits st Tirst be soberly noted, and the moral of the capitalist
organisation of the media be drawn. In cne jmportant sense, it is unlilkely tha._f.
movements like CND will ever receive z 'favourable press' until these conditions
are changed. The devil nay not have the best tunes (though sometimes he has),
but he certainly possedses the most powerful amplification systems. o

Even so, we end with a list of gquite prosaic recommendations vhich we believe
may be of immedi e use. We know this i far froo echaustive and that CND is
already cognisant of some points. It is certainly not intended as a condensation
of our report, out rather as a mapping ;out of some practical areas which became _
evident during ocur research. They are supplementary to our thoughts about a CND

culture. This part of our repert is properly subtitled: WYhat CND can do arcund a

media event

1. Extensive advance publicity

- to the national press, TV and especially radic, with pre-structured -
information, attentive to the range of thenmes, anticipating traps where
possible,

- by providing speakers, or better, majcr presc conferences. Use big
nanes and supportive celebrities, but brief theso,

56 SN speclalist Trvde, ‘cavestally women's and music press. In the
case of the latter a better, wider policy of advertisement, including
eg. the lel ody Haker,

- through trade unions, churches and affiliatec organisations.

Ze Structure handouts to suit audiences

- the populars respond to personalised stories - can these be made genuinely
progressive and informative?
—~ for the music precss, stress the bands,

- denser informaticn for the gualities. Visual items?

31.

3= After the Event

- crganise newsworthy media events - press conferences, benefits,
newsworthy spokespersons tc anticipate mediz recuperations. (Was

the crucial period missed in October?)

L. Provide Guidelines to loccal branches

- our research suggests that loczl media can be more responsive
especially to a2 local story. Thic seems especially true of local

radio and even some local papers,

]

parts 1 and 3 above apply to localities tooc but more specifically
local strategies could be:

- more contact with eristing alternative -newspapers, fanzines etc.

- more contact with schools, youth organisations, perhaps using music,

production of local advertising and publications,

Contacts +ith syopathetic local journmalists (especially local radic).

5. Hedia "input' campaigns

letter writing,

phone in on phone-ins,

subnit articles to receptive publications, especially local and
specialist,

- encourage pecple who are already well-known to advertise their
support (eg. Paul Yeller's article in Helody Maker after October).

6. Recognise the need for institutional change in the media

- organize in support of Media Watch's initiative,

=~ liaise with the Campaign for Press Freedon and Right of Reply,
{(The latter could be particularly helpful to CND in the future
if the growing print union baclting for the campaign results in
industrial support for those disadvantaged by irresponsible use
of the 'freedom of the press'.)

= comparable moves against similar deficiencies of the electronic media,
including appeals to the rhetoric of the BBC and IBA charters,

- anticipate and cevise means of using nev developments lil-e cable

TV, Channel L, SFX cassette magasines (for listening to, not reading).




Influence lHedia Workers and learn from their 'internal' ltoirledge

- enccurage local and personal contacts,

= Bupply a steady flow of info. which may never be publisied, “ut,
reaching journalists, may influence their perspeciives =nd even

appear in underground compilations of censored materizl,

Promole CHD's own publications and radical initietives lilte the
recent 'Ho Fultes! compilation LP.

If tiris report is useful (and even if it isn't), conti-ue teo worl
with critical sedia watchers, both teachers (colleges =:ié schools)

and resesrchers.

Esther Adams
lhriette Gla::‘E,
Grabers rivich

Rick Gagola
Rickssd Joinisen
- Paul Jooces
Bircdnchan, !

April &, 19G2.

Afterword: A view from September 1982

As we noted in the introduction, it was not possible tc cozplete & full,
systematic follow-up to the Octcber 1981 stuay. But several members of our
group continued tc ‘redia watch' through much of 1582, in connection with
issues to do with wer and pezce. This was sowetimes for general political
reasons - especiclly activity within the peace movements themselves - but
2lso beceuse some ol us were transfixed and horrified by the presentation of
warfare in the course of the Falklands episode. Several of us kept notes on
the new developments under the impetus of the initisl study. We supplesented
these observations with a more systamatic look at the coverage in the national
press of the events around Reagan's visit to Europe, the United Nation's
session on Disarnesent, and the CND National demomstration of Sunday 6 June
1982. We were unable, however, to review the coverage, this tiwe round,

in the electronic wedia.

In looking at the material awvailable, we have had two sets of guestions in
mind., What, in retrospect, was the signiiicance o: the Getober 19&]l deson-
stration and the wedi: responses to it? Did it constitute, for exaiple 's
kind of watershed’' in . mediz response tec Pezce wovements, as Ian Connel has

12

suggestea? icllowing its

Did it mark a breakthrough in CND visibility,

increasing popularity.

The second s2l of guesticns conce ns the thewatics of media coverage., Hewve
these re.ained fairly coms=tant, or has the terrain on which CND intervenes

in other words, does our original

shifted in any fundamental way? How vclid,

‘uap’ rewain today? 1n what foliows we explore these questions as part o1 an

overazll argu.:ent about the nature ol coverage since Cctober 15El.

S0 far as the .ainstreawn media are concerned, that is the television networks
cnd the national daily press, we tind it hard to discern any lasting CND

breakthrough. The evidence of press coverage fror the 5th to the &th June
certainly does not support the break-through thesis. The overzll pattern
01 cOvVerage Waes very sSiuilar to that of Cctober 19&1; if anything it was
more adverse. C(nce wore the deuonstration was buried by the popular press
in the days ismediztely preceding it. There was no pre-publicity, favourable

or otherwise, in The Sun, The Daily Mirror, The Daily Express, The Daily Kail

on Saturday, nor in The Sunday Airror, The People, or The News of tha World

the day o1 the rally itself. Again, only The (uardian and The

on Sunday,

morning Star gave friendly previews, with the fawiliar F?fblE& in The Guardian




(see the rather jokey coverage of London's Nuclear Free Zone as & "bit of a

disaster" The Guardian, 5th June, p.£). Once nmore The Telegraph attempied

enticipatory action with a carefully chosen centre-page cluster of items.

The first of these, a redort of an unofficial anti-nuciear group in the Sovietl
Tnion, was in itgelf an axwhiguous item. It could be read as evidence of Soviet
popular responses to an E.N.D-like sirategy, liniking dissenters in Easi ané Hesti.
Sut it alsc containeé an exposa of the comprocised character ¢f the official
Soviet peace movenment and of herassment of .the irue "pacifists' by the Soviet
authorities. This ambiguity was resolved, however, for all dut the most bene-
headed or dissident of Telegraph readers, by immediate Juwlaposition to another
story, headed - 'Commmists Line ug‘/with CND Rally'. ©Since the British Communist
Party material used for thie iiem apparenily praised Brechnev's efforts for peace,

The Telegranh sprang 'The Red Tra»' in something like its classic anti-commmist

form. This elegant little constellation was completed by an item on the failure
to remove the ban on music et the coming relly. The Undersecreiary of the Depart-
ment of the Enviromment was guoted as saying 'the music would add further +to

the disruption of the management of the park' (umderlining supplied), ancther

classic deployment of the theme of demongirations as = muisance.

The tendency ty¢ cepend on variants of the COctober repertoire was a feature
of Sunday's and licnday's coverage too. The Sunday Exgress called on Winston

Churefiill to attack, in a bellicoge headline, 'This Sicc Cruszade that is

Haster-ninded by Moscow'. This was followed in lionday's Eogress by the implicit
identification of Scargill, Livingstone and Benn as the red menaces of the

day. The Telegraph's report centred cn Livingstone and stressed the security

preparations for Reagan's visit (p.? & back page). The Mail, in a surprisingly
gentle variant of "the Red Tran', oainly depended on poking visua! fun at the
demonstration and its vulnerability to thunderstorcs, though again gave
prominence to the three folk vililains of popular Conservatism (Mail, Centre
spread - "How Peace drove one man ud the pole”.). It was, The Sun, however,
that sractised the gentler arts of merginalisation, focussing on youthfulness
and femininity. Its tiny page 2 colum was headec by a picture s Judity Hart
and the words "Punits back Peace Protest". It is worth adding that although we
studied neither the BBC TV or ITN coverage in full, there was very general
disappointment cn this score within the peace movements, markedly in comtrast
with the sometimes euphoric appreciations of Octcber. '

8s5.

Recognition of the vhole range of media activity, however, cnce more
confirme our earlier argument about media uneven-ness. If there has been
no magsive shift in the dﬂmirltant media of public commumication, it is our
impression that a gz-nfaﬁldly éubversiva reroeation has nonetheless ;;;cmz'red
since October 1981. There are several impénrtant indices here. Perhaps the
most impressive is that high-lighted by Martin Valker in a Guardian study on
the trendto anfi-nuclear publishing. Within the last year, "the nuite-book
industry" has proved the most bunyant arca of capitalist mhlishing,.with
several best-sellers (e.g. Prﬂtést and Survive; The Fate of the Earth)

and a formidable list of new and popular books. As Helen Fraser of Fontana
pute it, 'It's the most dramatic thing I've seen in publishing', The Guardian

5 June 1982, p.15.) But there are .uthér indices tco. As we suggested in our
initial report, peace movement ideas often gain most ground on the margins

of mainstream media, in more 'sub-cultural’ or specialist conterxts, amongst
vhich we include those media mainl_;,r directed at the more radical sections of
the professional middle-class. We have in mind not only the palpable radical-
isation of The Guardian, but also the seriousness with which papers like &

Sunday Times (and even The Times itself) now takes anti-nuclear pelitics.

The y Times, in particular has become notably open on these issues. (n
6 June for example, it excerpted the main arguments of Peter Schnell's The
Fate of The Earth, linking its publication to the CND rally. On the same

day it argued editorially for the slowing down of the arm's race, acknowledging
the force of the peace movements, and calling on Reagan to malte some significant

conciliatory gesture.

These underlying movements even appear, fragomentarily, in the pages of the
Conservative pnpularsl, althouch in significantly 'marginal' contexts. We
were surprised to find, for example, vigorous defences of CND and its right

to propagandige in schools in the pages of The Daily Mail wvhich are given

over to "junior Letters' (The Daily Hail, Saturd:e-.y 5 June p.23), and an

article in the TV Mail that coincided with our owm view of the BBC and ITN
news the previous October:

If you watched the BBC news on Sunday night you would - '
be forgiven for concluding that the massive anti-nuclear

deme in Londen earlier that day had been attended by more

than its share of clowns and sccentricsS.cececes £

A different, less excitable view of the big.march was
provided by ITN...... (The Daily Mail, 8 June 82, p.2l)

"
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A view of the coverzgas of the 6 June demonstration, then, does not sSuggest

any general break-throuzh for the peace wovemeni; 1it, does, however, suggest
further palpsble gzins especially where particular audiences afe addressed for
particular reasons. We suspect; but cannot 1or the moment dewonstrate, that
this pattern could be traced in other media, cowparing ifor exauple, a relative-
1y favourable pattern o: regggnse in television current aiifairs programies,
compared with the exclusionsssupressions of 'the news'. The salience of
television series, fictiomal or 'factional', dealing with the ciiects oi

nuclear disaster, and the parallel development of a catastrophie, dis-topian
literary fiction afe cases in point. All thess ;ains, of course, rewain problen—
atic, nspeciallj the failure to reach, in popular feorus, & really largé ana
aspecially working-class readership. But this advance, initially along ' the
war-ins', is precisely what one would expect in so controlled and oligopolistic
a media system as that which holds away in Britain today. Iln sowe ways, it

is elear, main-stream mwedia have ceased 10 express the full r:nge oi conflicting
strands in public opinion - if indeed they aver did so. ¥uch of the discussion

around Channel 4 is a muffled, de-politicized and weakly plurzlistic recognition

of this fact.

media coverage of CND asvents has, however, been uneven in another sense.
It has depenaad very much on the precise conjuncture, on the surrounding
context of other events., This is wade guite draisatically clear by a comparison

fotween October 1961 and June 1982.

Tha October dewonsiration was not accompanied by avents that mar, inzlised

the initiatives of the Furopean peace movevents, Cn the contrary, the

tactical errors o: the Heagan administration made the underlying contra-
dictions oi the old Cold War Qtrategies all too evident. Even in June a
seauless presentation ot Western unity was not without its conspicucus
stitches and joints. The conServative press had_to_wnrh very hard to ride

the contradictions of President Reagan's (or Alexander Haig's) coolness
towards the Falkland's expedition, especially at the United Nations. Aserican
reservations becs.e clear on the very eve cf Reagan's arrival in Pritain,

Cn Sunday all nationzl newspapers carried front-page attacks on A.erican

perfidy under headlines like "Two-Ti.ed"' (Sunday hirruf}, "Hoiy boobs”'

(People), 'haggle Angry over U.5. Snub' (News of the World), ‘British Fury

Over U.S. Foul-up®' (Sunday Exprass), 'Nrs. Thatcher's Angry Silence’. (Sunday

Tiwes). By konday, in most newspapers, trans-atlantic harrony had been re-

B?o

created - 'Maggie - It's all splendid' (Daily #ail). But the rifts were
significant nonetheless, not least in revesling, degpite the bluster, the

dependence of Britigh forcign policy on American approval.

Conjuncturally, however, June wns radically difforent from October. The
second dem?natratinn occurred at the height ol the Falklands campaign, vith
British trpops ‘poised' to take Port Stanley. It interrupted several monthe
of nationalist mobilisation and, latterly, national congratulation, guite
unparalleled in post-war history. If, many conservative journalists implied,
1982 was a replay of British hercism in the 1940s,-it was all the easier to
cast- the peace movement as appeasers. Actually it was surprising how seldom
this connection - between the heoady excitements of the Falklands and the nuclear
debate - was made, by either side. Dut the huge salience of the Falklands
adventure guaranteed the relative marginality of the peace demonstrations

in columns and newscasts, tended to patch up the shaky American aslliance, and
mightily fuelled all those bellicose sentiments which also feed,as we have
argued, the popularity of the deterrence strategy. 'The Falklands' did not

so much strike directly at the peace movements, as shift the underlying
ideological relations of force massively in their disfavour. Novhere was this
more evident than in the way that the expectation of war, some of its
realities, and its immedizte celebratory aftermath strengthened =esunl
divisions and inequaiities in 21l their most atavistic forms. %hile ‘our
boys' went out tofight and die, '"their' women stayed at home to suffer,
passively, the consequences of an-iety and perhapc bereavement. Our most
abiding images from those days remain the jurtaposed pictures cof weeping women
at the quayside partings, and grinning, e:cited men waving goodbye from the
ships. The Sunday Express produced its own sick version: 'Brighton beiles'
enjoying the heat wave, juxtaposed to 'true British grit' - an image of
a marine, machine-gun strapped to ship-sicde rail, awaiting the ne=t raid,
but seated incongruously in a deck-chair (The Sunday Ex ress, 6th June).
Compared with this formidable pre-structuring of the whole field of relevant

; Igﬂlﬁﬂnﬂinnn in the mainstream media - cartoons

f for instance - were of little moment.

(See, for P.6). Dissenting voices, whether of
eminent Angli 15, were forced to work on very
umfavourable ¢ ; ig to speculate what would have
happened if the gan visit) had occurred in

klands adventure. Would
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the mcre "organic', long-term gains of thes movement have shown up more
clearly? Certainly if there have been long-term (if undramatic) gains for
CND (and we zre persuaded that there have been) these were poweriully ercss
cut in June by the full force of Falklends nationalism-and militarisi, a
subject, of course, which requires its very own study, sensitive to the

popularity of that momont.,

In general, however, subsecuent events seem to have confirmed rather thaﬁ
undermined the main conclusions of our earlier study. They suggest one self-
criticism - the need radically to historicise all readings. This, indeed,

is our main methodological conclusion. ¥edia analysis need ito pay more
attention to the precise conjunctural context of ail hmdia texts, to close the

zap between formal analysis and a2 history of representations.
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NOTES

1. Alison Whyte to Fichard Johnson, G6.1C.B1.

2. The membership of the whole group was as iollows: Esther Adams, Nick
Cavell, kariette Clare, Graham Dswson, Craham Dulwich, Andrew Coodwin,
Steve Groarke, Rick Gagola, Paul Jones, Richard“Johnson, Elizzbeth Herry
Adam ¥ills, Dave Norley, Mike C'Shaughnessy.

3. The writing group consisted of Esthsr Acams, garriettie Clare, CGraham
Dulwich, - Rick Gagola, Richard Johnson, Pzul Jones.

4. The Leicester kercury entirely ignored the whole event,

5. Although we were unable to collect a useful samplie ol such msgazines,
it would seem to be a fruitful area for future research.

6. These range all the way from content analysis, characteristic of
positivist methods of media research, to cultural studies approaches,
which.are more qualitative znd attentive to longuage and symbolic forms.

7. See the studies by Korley end Brunsdon, 197¢, and “orley, 19iC.

8. Warwick University Library.

9., See, for example, Cohen, 1971 and 1973, Cohen and Young, 1973, Hall
et al_ . 1976 and 197B. i

1C¢. For example, 'cPobbie, n.d. But there is a great nged for ecuivalent
studies of boys and youngz men.

11. There is now a considerable body of published research on the structure
of control of the media. For a useful introduction to many of the main
theses see Curran and Seaton, 1981,

12, Ian Connell, 'Peace in Cur Times?' in Crispin Aubrey (ed), Nukespeak:

The Media and the Bomb (Comedia/Minority Press Group 9, 1882),
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