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	 You have been given an assignment on researching the literature on the possible link between breast cancer and deodorant use.

Now you need to do a literature search of the papers written on the topic.  You will need to search online databases to find articles on your topic and evaluate them.
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	 Before you begin searching the databases it is a good idea to plan your search properly.  This is known as formulating a search strategy.

This will help to focus your search and to find all the relevant articles.  It will also help to save you time whilst searching.

Let's use a worksheet to break down the different elements of the strategy.
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	 Let's start by deciding on the research question we are asking.  We want to know if there is a risk of breast cancer if deodorant is used.


 
	 

	 
	 Now we have the research question, but we can't type this into a database to find results.

We only need the keywords to retrieve results as databases and search engines will ignore small words such as 'is' and 'an'.

We need to pull out the key terms from this  question.  As we want to find articles about  links between breast cancer and deodorants, they will be our key terms.


 
	 

	 
	 For each key term or keyword we need to think of synonyms, or words with similar meanings.  

This is important as not every article will use the same terms and words that you have used.  For example one author may use the word cancer, and another author may use neoplasm instead.

In order to retrieve all relevant articles, we need to think of alternative words and search for all of them.


 
	 

	 
	 It is also important to think about truncation.   If you were looking for articles containing the words neoplasm and neoplasms, you don't need to type in both terms.  By using a symbol, or wildcard, you will find all words with that stem.

Use the search tips of a database to find out what truncation symbol they use.


 
	 

	 
	 When searching databases you also need to think about other refinements, or limits, to your search.

Do you want to see every article on your topic or just the past 5 or 10 years?  Do you want to see articles in languages other than English?  And you need to think about what type of articles you are searching for, review articles, editorials etc.


 
	 

	 
	 It is also a good idea to keep a record of which databases you've searched, so make a note of which one you use first.


 
	 

	 
	 Now we've thought of some search terms, let's use the search facility in the eLibrary to do our first search.


 
	 

	 
	 Type in your ADF username and password.


 
	 

	 
	 Click the Login button


 
	 

	 
	 The Find eJournal page appears first, but we need the Subject Search tab.


 
	 

	 
	 The Subject Search page appears.  Click on the Identify resource menu.


 
	 

	 
	 Select the Categories link.


 
	 

	 
	 Click on the Category menu.


 
	 

	 
	 Select the Medicine link.


 
	 

	 
	 To search Web of Science select the check box.


 
	 

	 
	 Select the text box to enter your search terms.

Let's go back to our search strategy worksheet to choose which search terms to use for our first search.


 
	 

	 
	 Let's try our first two search terms: breast cancer and deodorant, truncating deodorant.


 
	 

	 
	 We'll use the truncation symbol for the eLibrary.


 
	 

	 
	 The eLibrary takes a few seconds to perform the search.


 
	 

	 
	 The Subject Search Results page appears.  It's now up to you which articles look relevant and if your search has been successful.  

Click on the title of an article to view the abstract.  This will help you to decide if it will be useful to you.


 
	 

	 
	 Reading the abstract will give you a short summary of the full article.


 
	 

	 
	 To go back to the search results, click on Table View.


 
	 

	 
	 To access the full text of an article, click on the Find It! @ Bham link.


 
	 

	 
	 The full text options window opens.  Click on Go to link to full text.
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	 The next four slides have been removed for copyright purposes.

They showed how to navigate and open a full text journal article.
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	 You've now completed your first search and accessed a full text article.

After looking at the results you may decide to go back to your search strategy work sheet and try out some other search terms to see if you retrieve any different results.

You should always revise your search as part of the process of literature searching.  This way you will become an experienced and efficient searcher.
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