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38. (Cat. 522) M. 1651

Persia, dated 976/1568-9.

Text: Poem, ‘Alf ibn Abt Talib, Qastda, in Arabic with interlinear
Persian translation. Scribe: Muhammad al-Katib. Fol. 18r, the last
folio, has written in gold ‘Forgive the mistakes made by the
sinful slave Muhammad al-Katib’ above the date of 976/1568-9.
A luxuriously illustrated manuscript, the Arabic text is in Naskht in
gold and blue alternating against a banded background of pink
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hatching with green floral motifs and is fully vowelled. The Persian
translation is written in black ink in ta‘lig script and is flanked by
panels of gold tendrils with green flowers with red buds. The pages
have red, blue, gold and green borderlines. The paper is notable
shiny, well-prepared and rubbed. Word(s) on the bottom versos are
the beginning of the Persian text on the next page.

Ilumination: Fol. 1v: elaborate headpiece with carpet motif of floral
motifs in pink, pale blue and yellow a{ga’inst gold and blue.
Beautifully written and illustrated by the same scribe: word and
illumination are integrated. For example, on fol. 4r a word omitted
is added with the pink illuminated surround altered to accommodate
it. There is further evidence that the same scribe wrote both the
Persian and the Arabic. Where the Arabic text is in blue it is
vowelled in the same black ink that is used to write the Persian.
Binding: Contemporary; brown leather stamped with a gold

cartouche with floral decoration and pendants front and back; with -

horders. The front cover folds in with an inner flap. The inner flap
displays, front and back, gold on dark pink. The border cartouches
comprise a gold cut-out motif applied to alternating red and green

and blue design fields.” Reproduced here are fols. 1v-2r, with cover
flap (colour plate 2), the exterior covers of the binding (plate 4)
and the inside of the binding (plate 5).

% Comparison can be drawn with the bindings of other 16th-century Persian manuscripts:
see F Sarre, Islamic Bookbindings (London, n.d.) pls. XI-XVI; M. Jenkins (ed.), Islamic Art
in the Kuwait National Musewm (Sotheby, London, 1983), 134.
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Chapter Three

Plate 5. No. 38

(M. 1651).

Qasida atrributed to
AlT b, Abt Talib,

Inside hinding,

front of the manuscript.
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Colour plate 2: No. 38
(M. 1651).
Arabic-Persian

poetry book,

containing a

Qasida attributed to

All ibn Abi Talib.

Fols. 1v-2r,

with cover flap.

Dated 976/1568-9.
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